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TABLE 1. 
Relative abundance of prairie birds within Illinois 1850-1989. 

Prior to 1906-092 1956-583 1987-8~ USFWS' 
SPECIES 19001 %(rank) %(rank) % (rank) %change 

Eastern Meadowlark abundant 25.5 ( 2)6 20.0 ( 2)6 11.8 ( 2) -67.0 
Dickcissel abundant 13.1 ( 3) 8.7 ( 4) 7.7 ( 5) -46.7 
GrasshopperSprurrow abundant 5.9 ( 5) 5.3 ( 6) 8.6 ( 4) -56.0 
Bobolink abundant 25.8 ( 1) 9.7 ( 3) 11.4 ( 3) -90.4 
Henslow's Sparrow abundant <1.0 (15) <1.0 (14) 1.6 (12) _7 

Red-winged Blackbird very common 9.9 ( 4) 36.2 ( 1) 26.8 ( 1) -18.8 
Greater Prairie-chicken very common <1.0 (13) 0.0 (16) 0.0 (16) _7 

Upland Sandpiper very common 2.3 ( 9) <1.0 (12) <1.0 (13) -16.8 
Vesper Sparrow common 1.3 (11) 1.4 (10) <1.0 (15) +12.1 
Homed Lark common 4.9 ( 6) 4.8 ( 7) <1.0 (14) 0.0 
Field Sparrow common 4.0 ( 7) 2.9 ( 9) 5.6 ( 7) -52.6 
Song Sparrow common 2.6 ( 8) 1.0 (11) 3.3 (10) -29.3 
Savannah Sparrow common 2.3 (10) 5.8 ( 5) 3.5 ( 9) -58.9 
American Goldfmch common 1.2 (12) 3.1 ( 8) 4.7 ( 8) -42.8 
Common Yellowthroat common <1.0 (14) <1.0 (15) 5.8 ( 6) - 8.8 
Sedge Wren common <1.0 (16) <1.0 (13) 2.8 (11) -22.5 

1 based on the works of Nelson (1876) and Ridgway (1873, 1889, 1895). 

2 based on the censuses of Gross and Ray from approximately 940 acres of 
ungrazed grass, mixed-hay, and pasture, located in northern and central Illinois 
(Forbes 1913, Forbes and Gross 1922). 

3 based on the censuses of Graber and Graber (1963) from approximately 715 
acresofungrazedgrass,mixed-hay,andpasture,locatedinnorthernandcentral 
Illinois. 

4 based on censuses from the current study of approximately 1,000 acres of 
ungrazed prairie and agricultural grasslands in north-eastern and east-central 
Illinois. 

s estimated population change within Illinois between 1967-1989 based on 
United States Fish and Wildlife Service's breeding bird survey (USFWS, 
unpublished data). 

6 relative abundance estimates are for Eastern and Western Meadowlarks 
combined. 

7 present on too few routes for accurate trend analysis. 

Editor's Note: James Herkert wrote this article for Meadowlark based on a 
previous article he wrote titled, "Prairie Birds of Illinois: Population Re
sponse to Two Centuries of Habitat Change," which was published by the 
Illinois Natural History Survey. The article appeared as a chapter in "Our 
Living Heritage: The Biological Resources of Illinois." 

Meadowlark 


