
This is especially true in the central 
part of the state where loss of high 
quality wetlands has been severe. 

Sand Lake is worthy of preserva
tion because, as a high quality wet
land, it can serve as a model for the 
restoration of other breeding habitats 
for endangered and threatened bird 
species within the Illinois sand prairies 
and elsewhere. Unfortunately, there 
still remains the potentiality of drain
age (= destruction) of the wetland. 
When another flood occurs (and that 
is only a matter of time), it is likely 
that local citizens will exert strong po
litical pressure to initiate relief action 
which may well involve the drainage 
of Sand Lake. Hopefully, energetic 
activism by ornithologists and birders 
as well as other environmentalists 
will prevent this destruction from oc
curring. 

Acknowledgments 
We thank F. Bellrose, D. 

Birkenholz, R. Bjorklund, J. Cima, H. 
Gasdorf, D. Glosser, and J. Herkert 
for providing information on the birds 
of Sand Lake; J. Herkert, W. Ingram, 
and W. McClain for discussion; J. 
Cima for field assistance; A. Cappar
ella for bibliographic assistance; J. 
Thomas for preparing Fig. 1; and D. 
Birkenholz, J. Brown, J. Herkert, and 
E. Mockford for critically reading the 
manuscript. 

Editor's Note: The Illinois Audubon 
Society has been working to purchase 
90 acres of the Sand Lake wetland 
area (65 acres of ephemeral wetland 
and 25 acres of adjacent sand 
upland). Please contact lAS for more 
information at (217) 446-5085 in 
Danville, IL. 
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