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 An amazing total of seven warbler species were located 
in Illinois this winter, with the most noteworthy probably the 
Northern Waterthrush. However, an Ovenbird lingered into at 
least mid-January at a Chicagoland location for the fifth winter-
season record of this species in the past seven years.

blackbirds to Weaver finches
 This winter, Illinois experienced another rather large 

invasion of winter finches, only four years after the even larger 
2008/2009 invasion of crossbills, redpolls, and Pine Siskins. At 
least three Hoary Redpolls were present at the Chicago Botanic 
Garden, and singles were seen in at least four other northern 
Illinois locations. Red Crossbills were especially common 
immediately preceding the winter season, but although many 
passed on through the state, enough remained and were joined 

by small flocks of White-winged Crossbills later to keep it 
an interesting winter season for birders. The presence of four 
singleton Evening Grosbeaks including two very cooperative 
individuals, as well as a couple of almost equally cooperative 
rare northern visitors in the form of Bohemian Waxwings had 
the birding community more active and excited than normal, 
during a snowy, Illinois winter.
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* = Observation documented
** = Specimen record
< = Late fall departure
> = Early spring arrival
♀ = Female
♂ = Male
1st  = First winter plumage
2nd  = Second winter plumage
3rd = Third winter plumage
4th = Fourth winter plumage
ad = Adult
alt = alternate/breeding plumage
Apt = Airport
Arb = Arboretum
Aud = Audubon
B = Beach
basic = basic/non-breeding plumage
CA = Conservation Area
CBC = Christmas Bird Count
Cem = Cemetery
Co(s) = County(ies)

Abbreviations:
Crk = Creek
D = Dam
FP = Forest Preserve
GC = Golf Course 
H = Harbor
I = Island
imm = Immature
incl =  including
ind(s) = individual(s)
L = Lake
M = Marsh
MC = Maximum Count
m.ob. = Many observers
No. = North
NP = Nature Preserve
NWR = National Wildlife Refuge
ph(s) = photo(s)
Pk = Park
plum = plumage
Pr = Preserve
Pra = Prairie

R = River
RA = Recreation Area
Res = Reservoir
SF = State Forest
SFWA = State Fish & Wildlife Area
SHS = State Historic Site
Sl = Slough
SNA = State Natural Area
So. = South
SP = State Park
SWA = State Wildlife Area
Tr = Trail
U = University
unk = Unknown (age/sex)
vid = video
vr = voice recording
WA = Wildlife/Waterfowl Area
Wds =  Woods
WMA = Wildlife Management Area
WS = Wildlife Sanctuary

Observation Locations:
AndaSl = Andalusia Slough Recreation Area (Rock Island Co)
Ark = Arklands Reclamation Area/Pyramid State Park 
     (Perry and Randolph Cos)
BaileyWet = Bailey Wetland (Richland and Wayne Cos)
BaldwinL = Baldwin Lake (Randolph and St. Clair Cos)
BannerM = Banner Marsh State Fish & Wildlife Area  
     (Fulton & Peoria Cos)
Bartel = Bartel Grassland (Cook Co)
BeallWds = Beall Woods State Park (Wabash Co)
CarlL = Carlyle Lake and vicinity (Clinton and Fayette Cos)
CarlL-C = Carlyle Lake and vicinity (Clinton Co)
CarlL-F = Carlyle Lake and vicinity (Fayette Co)
CBG = Chicago Botanic Garden (Cook Co)
Chann = Channahon Widewaters, Des Plaines River (Will Co)
Chau = Lake Chautauqua National Wildlife Refuge (Mason Co)
Chi = Chicago (Cook Co)
ClintonL = Clinton Lake (DeWitt Co)
COLSP = Chain-O-Lakes State Park (Lake Co)
CONWR = Crab Orchard National Wildlife Refuge  
     (Williamson Co)
DPCA = Des Plaines Conservation Area (Will Co)
EForkL = East Fork Lake (Richland Co)
Emiquon = Emiquon Preserve (Fulton Co)
ESTL =  East St. Louis (Madison Co)

Fermi = Fermilab (DuPage Co)
Forestry =  University of Illinois Forestry plantation,  
     Urbana (Champaign Co)
FtMSP = Fort Massac State Park (Massac Co)
Gillson = Gillson Park, Wilmette (Cook Co)
GLPSNA = Goose Lake Prairie State Natural Area (Grundy Co)
GreeneVal = Greene Valley Forest Preserve (DuPage Co)
GreenR = Green River State Wildlife Area (Lee Co)
Guzy Pra = Guzy Prairie Pothole Wetlands (Shelby Co)
HeideckeL = Heidecke Lake State Fish &Wildlife Area (Grundy Co)
HennepinL = Hennepin-Hopper Lake/Dixon Waterfowl  
     Refuge (Putnam Co)
HL = Horseshoe Lake State Park (Madison Co)
HLCA = Horseshoe Lake Conservation Area (Alexander Co)
IBSP = Illinois Beach State Park (Lake Co)
Jarvis = Bill Jarvis Migratory Bird Sanctuary,  
     Lincoln Park, Chicago (Cook Co)
JEPC = Jim Edgar Panther Creek State Fish &  
     Wildlife Area (Cass Co)
JP = Jackson Park & vicinity, Chicago, (Cook Co)
Kankakee =  Kankakee (Kankakee Co)
KankakeePks  =  LeVasseur Park/Perry Farm Park (Kankakee Co)
KankakeeR SP  = Kankakee River State Park (Kankakee Co)
KArb = Klehm Arboretum, Rockford (Winnebago Co)

KCP = Kennekuk County Park (Vermilion Co)
KinkaidL =  Kinkaid Lake (Jackson Co)
KLMSNA = Kidd Lake Marsh State Natural Area (Monroe Co)
KSP = Kickapoo State Park (Vermilion Co)
LBloom = Lake Bloomington (McLean Co)
LCal = Lake Calumet and vicinity (Cook Co)
LCF = Lake County Fairgrounds, Grayslake (Lake Co)
L&D 13 = Lock & Dam 13, Mississippi River (Whiteside Co)
LostMound = Lost Mound Unit, Upper Mississippi River  
  National Wildlife & Fish Refuge (Jo Daviess Co)
LowdMil = Lowden-Miller State Forest (Ogle Co)
LRen = Lake Renwick (Will Co)
LRSHNC = Little Red School House Nature Center, Palos  
     (Cook Co)
LSpfld = Lake Springfield (Sangamon Co)
LTFP = Loud Thunder Forest Preserve (Rock Island Co)
LVerm = Lake Vermilion, Danville (Vermilion Co)
MArb = Morton Arboretum, Lisle (DuPage Co)
McGinnis = McGinnis Slough, Palos (Cook Co)
MeadbrkPk =  Meadowbrook Park, Urbana (Champaign Co)
MermetL = Mermet Lake State Fish & Wildlife Area  
     (Massac Co)
Midewin = Midewin National Tallgrass Prairie (Will Co)
MidSav = Middlefork Savanna Forest Preserve (Lake Co)
Miller-And = Miller-Anderson Woods Nature Preserve  
     (Bureau Co)
MissR = Mississippi River (various counties)
Montrose = Montrose Harbor, Chicago (Cook Co)
MoraineHills = Moraine Hills State Park (McHenry Co)
Nachusa = Nachusa Grasslands (Lee Co)
NewtonL = Newton Lake State Fish & Wildlife Area  
     (Jasper Co)
NoP = North Pond, Lincoln Park, Chicago (Cook Co)
NPM =  North Point Marina, Winthrop Harbor,  
     Lake Michigan (Lake Co)
OakBot = Oakwood Bottoms, Shawnee National Forest  
     (Jackson Co)
Palos = Palos area (sw. Cook Co)

PaulDouglas  = Paul Douglas Forest Preserve (Cook Co)
Peabody = Peabody River King State Fish & Wildlife Area  
     (St. Clair Co)
Pecatonica = Pecatonica River vicinity (Winnebago Co)
PLNWR = Port Louisa National Wildlife Refuge  – Keithsburg  
     Division of Mark Twain NWR Complex  
     (Mercer Co)
Pomona = Pomona area (Jackson Co)
PrRdg-J = Prairie Ridge State Natural Area (Jasper Co)
PrRdg-M = Prairie Ridge State Natural Area (Marion Co)
QC = Quad Cities and vicinity (Rock Island Co)
Rckfd = Rockford (Winnebago Co)
RendL = Rend Lake and vicinity (Franklin and Jefferson Cos)
RendL-F = Rend Lake and vicinity (Franklin Co)
RendL-J = Rend Lake and vicinity (Jefferson Co)
RockCut = Rock Cut State Park (Winnebago Co)
RollinsSav = Rollins Savanna Forest Preserve (Lake Co)
RRR = Rock Run Rookery Forest Preserve (Will Co)
Ryerson = Ryerson Conservation Area (Lake Co)
SagSl =  Saganashkee Slough, Palos (Cook Co)
Sang = Sangamon Co
SantaFe = Santa Fe Bottoms (Clinton Co)
ShabbonaL = Shabbona Lake State Recreation Area (DeKalb Co)
Spfld = Springfield (Sangamon Co)
Springbrk =  Springbrook Prairie Forest Preserve (DuPage Co)
SRSF = Sand Ridge State Forest (Mason Co)
StarvedRock = Starved Rock State Park (LaSalle Co)
Thomson = Thomson Causeway Recreation Area (Carroll Co)
TOT = Trail of Tears State Forest (Union Co)
TwoRivers =  Two Rivers National Wildlife Refuge (Calhoun Co)
UCCA = Union County Conservation Area (Union Co)
Urbana = Urbana (Champaign Co)
WaterfallGlen = Waterfall Glen Forest Preserve (DuPage Co)
Wauk = Waukegan harbor/lakefront (Lake Co)
WCCA = Washington County Conservation Area 
     (Washington Co)
WhalonL = Whalon Lake Forest Preserve (Will Co)

Locations, continued

A number in parentheses ( ) indicates the number of birds 
observed at a particular location or on a particular date. No 
number signifies single birds. Place names given in italic type 
were only reported as counties. The sequence of records within 
species accounts, begin in northwest Illinois (Jo Daviess, Carroll 
and Whiteside counties), proceed to the east, then continue 
back and forth across the state in a systematic pattern with 
the southernmost records at the end. Transparent directionals 
(n.=north(ern), ne. = northeast(ern), etc.), and including c.= 
central, are used where applicable. Words referring to natural 
features are generally not abbreviated in names of residential 
communities (thus Forest Park, Fall Creek, Garden Prairie, etc.). 
Noteworthy dates of occurrence, remarkably high counts, and/or 
locations for the state as a whole, or for particular regions of the 
state, are either underlined for being uncommon or underlined 
and boldfaced if exceptional for that date or location. Headings 
for species requiring IORC (Illinois Ornithological Records 
Committee) review in parts of Illinois or in some plumages 
are underlined, while those for species requiring review of all 
records are CAPITALIZED AND UNDERLINED. Records 
pending IORC review are enclosed in square brackets [ ] without 
observer credit. The IORC review list can be viewed at the IOS/
IORC website, http://www.illinoisbirds.org/iorc.html. Four-letter 
alpha or bird-banding codes in capitalized letters (e.g. WODU 
for Wood Duck, PUMA for Purple Martin, etc.) developed by the 

USGS Bird Banding Laboratory are occasionally used within 
the species accounts.

Remarks on the historical significance of records aim to 
be valid for the corpus of data published in H. David Bohlen’s 
1989 Birds of Illinois and the seasonal summeries in the Illinois 
journals Illinois Birds and Birding (summer 1984 – spring 1991) 
and Meadowlark (summer 1991 – present). Data from other 
sources may have bearing on the validity of these remarks. 
Species names and sequence correspond to the American 
Ornithologist’s Union Check-List of North American Birds 
and its supplements through the 54rth supplement (2013). The 
2003 DeLorme Illinois Atlas & Gazetteer has been used as a 
standard for spelling of place names for sites included therein. 
Some records not printed here may still be under IORC (Illinois 
Ornithological Records Committee) review; when completed, 
they will appear in the published IORC report.

As standard policy, all observers, regardless of experience, must 
fully document all unusual observations. Easy to use documentation 
forms are available on the Illinois Ornithological Society’s website 
at http://illinoisbirds.org/. Completed documentation forms of 
“listed” species should be submitted to the IORC Secretary Paul 
Sweet, at  HYPERLINK “mail to:paul.sweet@att.net” paul.
sweet@att.net or to him by mailing them to 2114 Elisha Ave., Zion, 
IL 60099, within one week of the observation.


