\‘\\ Flickers and shrikes

Populations of Red-headed and Pileated Woodpeckers, as
‘&eﬂ as Northern Flickers and Yellow-bellied Sapsuckers, ap-
ared to be reduced during the 1999-2000 winter. Loggerhead
“es were relatively widespread and abundant, concentrating
i outhern third of the state and Northerns were found, in
recor. “mbers, in the northern half of Illinois. (See separate
article in . \is issue for an account of one of the state’s biggest
invasions ot Northern Shrike.) Eastern Phoebes remained very
scarce throughout the state, while a single immature male
Rufous Hummingbird spent the first few days of December in
Urbana. These Field Notes don’t reflect those high numbers
because the observation weren’t reported to the Field Notes
editor. Many records were gleaned from IBET, Illinois Birders
Exchanging Thoughts, Illinois” birding list serve..

For the most part, permanent residents (corvids, Tufted
Titmouse, chickadees, White-breasted Nuthatch, Northern Car-
dinal, European Starling, House Finch, and House Sparrow)
were reported in very low numbers. Red-breasted Nuthatch,
however, was relatively abundant statewide. I strongly suspect
these species are greatly under-reported during all seasons of the
year. The Brown Creeper occurred in somewhat reduced num-
bers, while the Horned Lark was fairly abundant and widely
distributed throughout the state. Overall, 3 wrens, both kinglets,
3 thrushes, 2 mimic thrushes, and 3 warbler species were
identified. Carolina and Winter Wrens occurred in somewhat
lesser numbers, while a single Sedge Wren was observed at
Carlyle Lake on December 19. Numbers seemed to be down
slightly for both kinglets. Eastern Bluebird and Hermit Thrush
numbers were fairly typical, however American Robin numbers
were substantially reduced from last year’s abundance. In con-
trast to the normally scarce Brown Thrashers, Northern Mock-
ingbirds were encountered throughout Illinois in greater than
usual numbers. The population of Cedar Waxwings was greater
this past winter and a single Bohemian Waxwing was observed
from 22-25 January in Rochester (Sangamon County). Small
groups of American Pipits were encountered in the southern part
of the state. Fairly normal numbers of Yellow-rumped Warblers
were encountered across Illinois, while a single American
Redstart was observed in Chicago on December 6 and one
Nashville Warbler was sighted in Chicago’s Grant Park on
December 9.

Sparrows

A good diversity (18 species) of spatrows was recorded.
Two Spotted Towhees were identified in the Springfield area
and a decent number of Eastern Towhees were reported. The
distribution of these towhees was somewhat “clumped,” as
noted by the 11 birds at Rend Lake on December 18 and 5 on the
Horseshoe Lake CBC on December 28. The majority of spar-
rows occurred in typical or greater populations than usual. The
exceptions were the American Tree Sparrow and Savannah
Sparrow. The populations of these two species were down in the
1999-2000 winter. The highlight of the sparrow community was
the Chipping Sparrow, which was present all February in Orland
Park (Cook County). Dark-eyed Juncos were reported in decent
numbers, but were probably under-reported. Lapland Long-
spurs and Snow Buntings were fairly abundant and widespread,
especially through the northern half of the state. Three Smith’s
Longspurs were discovered at Prairie Ridge State Natural Area
21 December (representing Illinois first well-documented win-
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ter record.) A single Indigo Bunting was present in Boone
County from December 22 through January 2. Good diversities
of blackbirds (8 species) and finches (9 species) were identified
during the 1999-2000 winter. Among the blackbird species
(Red-winged, Rusty, and Brewer’s Blackbirds, Eastern Mead-
owlark, Common Grackle, and Brown-headed Cowbird), much
greater than normal numbers wintered sporadically through the
state. Blackbird concentrations were undoubtedly influenced by
habitat availability. Highlights within the blackbird community
included 300,000 and 15,000 Red-wings at the Rend Lake CBC
and La Salle County, respectively. Another blackbird highlight
was the state’s first record of Scott’s Oriole (see separate article
in this issue.)

Additionally, 800,000 and 250,000 Common Grackles
were reported at Calhoun County and the Rend Lake CBC,
respectively. Sangchris Lake played host to a single adult male
Yellow-headed Blackbird and a single adult female Great-
tailed Grackle in early February. Large numbers of blackbirds,
especially Red-winged Blackbirds and Common Grackles, be-
gan returning to Illinois during the latter part of February. The
winter finches (Purple Finch, Red and White-winged Crossbills,
Common Redpoll, and Pine Siskin) were present in consider-
ably greater numbers this year, as Illinois possibly experienced
a mild invasion. Nevertheless, only 4 Evening Grosbeaks were
reported from Urbana on December 18 and a single male Hoary
Redpoll was observed in Skokie (Cook County) for most of
February. The Eurasian Tree Sparrow continues to increase in
numbers and is expanding its distribution northwards along the
Mississippi and Illinois Rivers.

Acknowledgments

I gratefully acknowledge the helpful recommendations and
assistance provided by Paul Clyne and Sheryl DeVore in the
preparation of this summary. I would also like to especially thank
all the contributors who made this report possible. These observ-
ers are credited for each record, and cited observers are listed
here by initials/citation forms: Cindy Alberico, Alan Anderson,
Ed Anderson, Ann Barker, Arlene E. Brei, Bill Bertrand, Brian
L. Blevins, Corey Blevins, Dale Birkenholz, Frank Bennett, H.
David Bohlen, John Bivins, Mike Brady, Petra Blix, Steven D.
Bailey, Torrey Berger, Richard & Sigurd Bjorklund (R&SBj),
Cameron Cox, Jack Cochran, Karin Cassel, Melinda Born-
Chapman, Paul Clyne, Robert Chapel, Robert L. Clark, Scott
Carpenter, Roger Cook (RCo), Beckie Dyer, Donald Dann, Glyn
Dawson, Jackie Dann, Myrna Deaton, Sheryl DeVore, Josh
Engel, Carolyn Fields, Robert Fisher, Steven Freed, Cary
Hillegonds, Frank Holmes, Jim Hampson, Larry Hood, Ralph
Herbst, Scott Hickman, David Johnson, Paul Johnson, Char
Knudten, Dan Kassebauin, Eric Kershner, Tom Koz, Vern Kleen,
Denis Kania (DKa), Eric Lindquist, Fred Lesher, Greg Lambeth,
James Landing, Vickie Lang, Anne Mankowski, John McDaniel,
Kelly J. McKay, KeithMcMullen, Rhonda Monroe, Tim Murphy,
Thomas U. May, Walter Marcisz, Cynthia & John McKee
(C&JMc), Carol Nelson, Randy Nyboer, Dan Olson, Ed O’ Brien,
Gary Ostrom, John O’Brien, Helen Parker, Adam Reyburn,
Helen Ritter, Justin Rink, Matt Rowe, Michael L. Retter, Pat
Reyburn, Phil Reyburn (PhR), William Rowe, Alan F. Stokie,
Andrew Sigler, Douglas F. Stotz, Darrell J. Shambaugh, James
O. Smith, John Solodar (JSo), Jesse Stewart (JSt), Leonard
Stanley, Michael Sherer, Wes Serafin, Jenny Vogt, Ken Vail,
Allan Welby, Christine Williamson, Dan Wenny, Daniel T.
Williams, Deb Wesselman (DWs), Eric Walters, Geoffrey
Williamson, Helen Wuestenfeld, Jeff Walk, Ken Wysocki, Mike
Ward, Peter Weber, James Ziebol, Ray Zoanetti.

109

e —





