
of three other nearby states, which include the only 
other Midwestern breeding records. An unsuccessful 
nest with three young at Murfreesboro, Tennessee in 
July 1978 (Robinson 1990); a nest with one young 
near Ames, Iowa in July 1979 (Kent and Dinsmore 
1996); and a nest with three young near Mont­
gomery, Indiana in the southwestern part of the state 
on 3-8 July, 1974 (Howell and Theroff 1976). The 
latter nesting was also in a large , isolated tree, a 
sycamore (Platanus occidentalis) in a cornfield, sim­
ilar to the two Illinois nestings. A single Scissor­
tailed returned to the same Indiana site the following 
year and another pair summered in Owen County in 
1976, but with no further nesting evidence (Mumford 
and Keller 1984). Iowa, Minnesota, and Wisconsin 
have similar patterns of vagrancy as Illinois, with 
Minnesota having at least 56 records as of the end of 
2000 and Iowa having 51 through 1995 (Robbins, Jr. 
1991, Kent and Dinsmore 1996, Svingen 2001). 

Acknowledgments 
I would like to acknowledge Vernon Kleen , first 

for finding the May 2001 flycatcher that turned out to 
be the male of the pair that nested, as well as other 
information about the "possible pair" noted later on. 
Connie Carroll and Jamie Ellis, botanists and col­
leagues at the Illinois Natural History Survey helped 
identify some of the plant species found near the nest­
ing site. Dan Kassebaum was kind enough to share 
several records, both published and unpublished, from 
several areas of southwestern Illinois . Sheryl De Yore 
and Bob Chapel shared recent records, which were not 
yet published in Meadowlark. 

literature Cited 
Bohlen, H.D. 1978. An annotated check-list of the birds of 

Illinois. Illinois State Museum Popular Science Series, 
Vol. IX. 156 pp. 

____ . 1989. The birds of Illinois. Indiana 
University Press, Bloomington. 221 pp. 

Fawks, E. 1970. Field notes. Audubon Bulletin 156: 21-23. 
Fink, T. 1994. Breeding evidence for Black-necked Stilt in 

Jackson County. Meadowlark 3:18. 
Fleig, G. M. 1971. The Illinois American Bottoms: 

summer birding area of Illinois. Audubon Bulletin 
157: 31-32. 

Graber, J.W., and R.R . Graber. 1965. Occurrence of 
Scissor-tailed Flycatcher in Illinois. Audubon Bulletin 

Vol. 11, No. 1 

136: 5-7. 
Graber, R.R., J.W. Graber, and E.L. Kirk. 1974. Illinois 

birds: Tyrannidae. Illinois Natural History Survey 
Biological Notes 86. 56 pp. 

Howell, D. , and E. Theroff. 1976. Scissor-tailed Flycatcher 
breeding in southwestern Indiana. Auk 93: 644-645. 

Illinois Ornithological Records Committee. 1999. 
Checklist of Illinois state birds. 

Illinois Ornithological Society Special Publication 
Number 1. 20 pp. 

Jacobs, B., and J.D. Wilson. 1997. Missouri Breeding 
Bird Atlas 1986-1992. Missouri Dept. of Conservation 
Natural History Series No. 6. 430 pp. 

Kent, T.H., and J.J . Dinsmore. 1996. Birds in Iowa. 
Self-published, Iowa City. 391 pp. 

Kleen, V.M., and J. Schwegman. 1993. First Fish Crow 
nest in Illinois. Meadowlark 2: 15. 

Kleen, V., D. Newman, and G. Kerkhover. 2001. Scissor­
tailed Flycatchers nest in Illinois. Illinois Audubon 
278: 18-19. 

McKee, C., and T. Fink. 1995. First confirmed nesting of 
Black-necked Stilt in Illinois. Meadowlark 4: 6-7. 

Mumford, R.E., and C. Keller. 1984. The birds of Indiana. 
Indiana University Press, Bloomington. 376 pp. 

Regosin , J.V. 1998. Scissor-tailed Flycatcher (Tyrannus 
forficatus). In The Birds of North America, No. 342 
(A. Poole and F. Gill, eds.). The Birds of North 
America, Inc., Philadelphia, PA. 

Robbins, M.B., and D.A. Easterla. Birds of Missouri. 
University of Missouri Press, Columbia. 399 pp. 

Robbins, S.D. Jr. 1991. Wisconsin birdlife. University of 
Wisconsin Press, Madison. 702 pp. 

Robinson, J.C. 1990. An annotated checklist of the birds 
of Tennessee. University of Tennessee Press, 
Knoxville. 274 pp . 

Robinson , W. O. 1996. Southern Illinois birds. Southern 
Illinois University Press, Carbondale. 432 pp. 

Svingen, P.H . 2001. Status and occurrence of the Scissor­
tailed Flycatcher in Minnesota. Loon 73: 39-43. 

Webster Groves Nature Study Society. 1998. Birds of the 
St. Louis area. Webster Groves Nature Study Society, 
Webster Groves. 202 pp. 

Steven D. Bailey, CTAP Ornithologist, Illinois Natural Histoty 
Survey, 607 E. Peabody Dr., Champaign, Illinois 61820; sdbai­
ley@mail.inhs.uiuc.edu 

11 


