aware of the native white pine stands
in what is now called White Pines
State Park, more than seven miles
north of Lowell Park. Large or small,
the vicinity in which he made his
recordings will never be known but
nonetheless, its reveals a great diver-
sity at the turn of the last century.

Comey’s 1908 survey (see below)
recorded 148 species and six prob-
able species from numerous habitats,
including second-growth oak wood-
lands, agricultural fields, pasture,
dense hazel thickets, the Rock River,
and adjacent wet areas. In addition
to recording the individual species,
Comey also made reference to their
seasonal abundance, giving insight
into not only what species inhabited
the area but also the health of the
population.

As reflected in other surveys at
the time, Field Sparrows were consid-
ered abundant throughout the year, as

were Dickcissels during the summer.
Comey also had migrant (Loggerhead)
Shrike, to be a tolerably common
summer resident. Unfortunately that
is not the case today. Two other tol-
erably common birds for the times
were the Northern Cardinal and Red-
bellied Woodpecker, which did not
have much of a presence in north-
ern Illinois in the early 1900s (Walk
2010). Notably absent from the list
was Great Horned Owl. The survey
also listed 27 warbler species, 16
sparrow species, Ruffed Grouse, prai-
rie hen and Whip-poor-will.

The 2010-2011 Survey

Since the time of the original sur-
vey, Lowell Park has undergone a
few changes, however none has been
drastic or detrimental to the park in its
entirety. A small quarry was opened
to provide stone for the historical
structures in the park and perma-
nent hard-surfaced roads were paved
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for access and fire protection. In the
1980s, the lower terrace was clearcut
for financial reasons and has filled in
with mesophytic species, quite the
opposite from the oak species that
dominated prior to the logging. The
lack of fire for the last century has
also allowed typically non-dominant
frees to enter the canopy, as a result
lowering light levels in the understo-
ry and ground layer, preventing oak
regeneration from the large, mature
trees that remain. Exotic species exist
in the park — bush honeysuckle, bar-
berry, multiflora rose, and garlic mus-
tard, but have yet to totally replace
their native counterparts. Lowell
Park maintains healthy populations
of spring ephemeral wildflowers and
native woodland shrubs. Due to its
plant diversity, 49 acres were dedi-
cated as an Illinois Nature Preserve
in 2008, protecting Lowell Forest
Nature Preserve for eternity.

Prior to starting any aggressive
management techniques, it was
deemed important to obtain an updat-
ed bird survey at the park throughout
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