
aware of the native white pine stands 
in what is now called White Pines 
State Park, more than seven miles 
north of Lowell Park. Large or small, 
the vicinity in which he made his 
recordings will never be known but 
nonetheless, its reveals a great diver­
sity at the turn of the last century. 

Corney's 1908 survey (see below) 
recorded 148 species and six prob­
able species from numerous habitats, 
including second-growth oak wood­
lands, agricultural fields , pasture, 
dense hazel thickets, the Rock River, 
and adjacent wet areas. In addition 
to recording the individual species, 
Corney also made reference to their 
seasonal abundance, giving insight 
into not only what species inhabited 
the area but also the health of the 
population. 

As reflected in other surveys at 
the time, Field Spanows were consid­
ered abundant throughout the year, as 

were Dickcissels during the summer. 
Corney also had migrant (Loggerhead) 
Shrike, to be a tolerably common 
summer resident. Unfmtunately that 
is not the case today. Two other tol­
erably common birds for the times 
were the Northern Cardinal and Red­
bellied Woodpecker, which did not 
have much of a presence in north­
em Illinois in the early 1900s (Walk 
2010). Notably absent from the list 
was Great Homed Owl. The survey 
also listed 27 warbler species, 16 
sparrow species, Ruffed Grouse, prai­
rie hen and Whip-poor-will. 

The 2010-2011 Survey 
Since the time of the original sur­

vey, Lowell Park has undergone a 
few changes, however none has been 
drastic or detrimental to the park in its 
entirety. A small quarry was opened 
to provide stone for the historical 
structures in the park and perma­
nent hard-surfaced roads were paved 
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for access and fire protection. In the 
1980s, the lower tenace was clearcut 
for financial reasons and has filled in 
with mesophytic species, quite the 
opposite from the oak species that 
dominated prior to the logging. The 
lack of fire for the last century has 
also allowed typically non-dominant 
trees to enter the canopy, as a result 
lowering light levels in the understo­
ry and ground layer, preventing oak 
regeneration from the large, mature 
trees that remain. Exotic species exist 
in the park - bush honeysuckle, bar­
berry, multiflora rose, and garlic mus­
tard, but have yet to totally replace 
their native counterparts. Lowell 
Park maintains healthy populations 
of spring ephemeral wildflowers and 
native woodland shrubs. Due to its 
plant diversity, 49 acres were dedi­
cated as an Illinois Nature Preserve 
in 2008, protecting Lowell Forest 
Nature Preserve for eternity. 

Prior to starting any aggressive 
management techniques, it was 
deemed important to obtain an updat­
ed bird survey at the park throughout 

ABBREVIATIONS 

:: _rurpJ~ .Ftnch. 1'. \V 
69 v~;~cSn Goldfinc1;, A .P 
70 Savan~ Parrow, A,S. · 
71 Grassh a Sparrow, U.M 
?2 H-cnsJo 

0~~S Sparrow, A.s 
~3 Lccont~ "'s yarrow, T S. . 
d Lark S s pa.rro\, • R AI 
75 \VI . parrow, T S . 

] f3 l'lfyrtJe \Vnrb!cr 111 ~~"tgnolia ~Varbic:~-~f.A-
116 Ba ~tnHt-s,ded "-':arbJe!. 

A. 
C. 
T. 
U. 
R. 

AbuO:dant. 
Common. 
Tolerably Common . 
Uncommon. 
Ra•e. 

I Pied-billed Grebe, T.M. 
2 Loon, R.M. 
3 Herring or Ring~billed Gull, 

R.M 
4 Bonaparte's Gull, R.M. 
5 Least Tern, R .M. 
6 Black Tern, T.M. 
7 Mallard, T.S. 
8 Baldpate, R .M. 
9 Green-winged Teal, U .M. 

10 Blue-winged Teal, R.M. 
11 Shoveller, R.M. 
12 Lesser Scaup, C.M. 
13 Canada Goose, U.M 
14 Great Blue Heron; T .S. 
15 Green Heron,_ C.S. 
16 Bla.ck-crowncd Night Heron, 

T.S. 
17 American O:x>t, RM. 
13 Wilson's Snipe , U .M. 
19 Least or Semipalmated Sand-

piper, T.M. 
20 Solitary Sandpiper, T.M. 

~~ ~~t~~.s,;~:iper, C.S. 

23 Bob-white, C.P. 
24 Ruffed Gruose, U.P. 
25 Prairie Heo, .U. P. 
26 Mourning' Dove, T.S. 
27 Marsh Hawk, T .S. 
28 Sharp-shinned Hawk, R.M 
29 Cooper's Hawk, T .S. 
30 Red-tailed Hawk, C.S. 
31 Red·shouldered Hawk, U.M. 
32 Sparrow Hawk , R.M. 
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P. Permanent Resident. 
S. Sutnmer ReSident. 
W. Winter Resident. 
M. Spring and Fall Migrant. 

33 American Os"prey, R.M. 
34 Barred Owl, U.P. 
35 Screech Owl, C.P. 
36 Yellow·billed Cuckoo, C.S. 
37 Belted Kingfisher, C.S. 
38 Hairy Woodpecker, C.P. 
39 Do,vny ·Woodpecker, A.P. 
40 Yellow-bellied Sapsucker, C.M. 
41 Red-headed· Woodpecker, A.S. 
42 Red-bellied Woodpecker , T.P. 
43 Northern Flicker, A.S. 
44 Wbip-poor·will , T.S. 
45. Night-hawk, T.S. 
46 Chimney Swift, A.S. 
47 R uby·throate.d Hummingbird, 

T .S. 
48 Kingbird, C.S. 
49 Crested F lycatcher, C.S. 
50 Phoebe, T.S. 
51 Olive-sided Flyc::atche.r, U .M. 
52 Wood Pewee, A S. 
53 Acadian Flycatcher, R.M. 
54 T raill' s Flycatcher, T.M. 
55 Chebcc, C.S. 
56 Pmid e· Horned Lar~, C.J;>. 
57 Blue Jay, A P. 
58 Amencan Crow, C.P. 
59 Bobolink, T.S. 
60 Cowbird, A.S. 
61 Red-winged Blackbird, T.S. 
62 Meadowlark, C.S. 
63 Orch~rd Or.iole; 1:' .S . 
64 Baltimore Oriole, C.S. 
65 Rusty Blackbird, C. M. 
66 Bronzed Grackle, C S. 

11 - 13T y breasted \Va bl r, ~"-·M. 
118 BI!~~:;~~Varb~e:. c~i:f. T.M. 

_6 ute·throatcd S 1.1!) BJack-thro:t~d \barbJer, C.M. 
~7 Tr:e Sparrow A ~~rrow, ,.-\ M 
1 CJupping s ' · 
i'8 FieldS Parrow. US. 

120 A.M. reen \Var blc.r 
Palrn \Varbler T , 

12! Ovenbird C S • .hr. 
79 Junco ~~~w, A S. 
.soSos·· 
81 Li::Cg ~ormw, C.S. 
82 Swa~lpn ~ Sparro", U M. 
83 R parrow T S 
84 T; ox! Spa rrow, i!.'M . . 
8 ow lee AS st CardJnai, T.P. 

122 \V . . 
123 Co es terr: \Vaterthrush 
12-,t Mo~~~tzcut \Varbler T ~-M. 
125 Marvia'::J Warbler, iJ . .i\1. . 
126 YellOw b Yel!ov .. throat C S 
127 \Vilson;s ru~ted Chat.,. US 
128 C..nact· arbler, T M · 

Rose·breast d 
87 I~digo I3ir/ C Grosbea k, A.c. 
: DICkcissel, A.S. s. 
90 Scarlet Tanage C 

129 Amer/an Warbler, T:M: 
1;30 C..ti>ir~a~\ ~edstart, AS. 
131 Brown 1' 'I 
132 IV •rasher A S 
133 wFtern House \vr~ 

9! b'!rple Martin fs .S 
92 B~tr Swallow, • T.i.r: 
93 T rn Swallow T S 
94 B ree SwaJio, .... ,~ V.ni 
95 Rank 1\w:;Uow, C.M: 
96 Ct:~~~h~·vWJogc? Sv,·aiJo \\ 
97 !or ' axwmg T S • A.s. 
98 • •grant Shrike •T S 

Red-eyed y · • . . 
99 Warbling v·"ea, AS. 
100 Yellow th Irco, 'r.s. 
10! Solitary V~oated Vireo ~ S 
!02 Bell's y · ~rea, T.M • • . . 
103 Bl:lck-~~~· ~ S 

fgt /i~';j~winlj~li:;~~~'(.,~rh.Je& C.M. 
lOG N ~-wmged Warbler · 
107 0 ashVIlle Warbler A M • T.M. 
108 range-cro wned \V . 
109 Tennessee Warbl arb!er, U.JI.f. 

Western Parufa er, C M. ft? ~be May Warbl~~"0'';'[· C M 
112 B!ac~:~h;Ve..rbior, C s ·· 

!J.M. oated Blue Warbler, 

134 Lo~ter Wren, C M. • C S. 
135 l3 g-bllled Marsh IV 
136 Wrol :vn Creeper, T .M. ren, R.M 
1 ... ute-bre.ust d N 
13, Chickadee, AeP u tha.tch, C p 
38 GoJden-cro\ . 

}Jg ~1nby-crown~'k:;;;~jg~et, C M. 
141 w~~>Tt Gmtea tch;,.' t~r. 
142 Vee.ry C MUsh, C.S. • . 
143 Gray~heeked T m ~live·.?ackect Th~;;:t· A M 

l 'G A errn.' , Thrush C ' !' T.M. 
".l men .R .• ·l'. 

147 Bluebi~n Csob,o, C.S. 
148 En•r h • . 

b l.S Sparrow, A.P 
The follow~ng al 

Yellow-belli so probably occur 
Yellow-head~~ iJr;.ca tcher, M. · 
\VhJte-crowned ckbud, .M. 
American Pi Jt Sparrow, M. 
Short·bi!led ~ • M. 
R ed·breastcdz Narsh lVren, S 

uthatdJ, M. 
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