
major invasion years were: 1991-92 
(46 records) and 1996-97 (73 records). 
Other possible inuptions took place 
1967-68 and 1987-88 according to 
Bohlen. Elsewhere in the Midwest the 
largest recent irruption was the 
winter of 1993-94 when 351 Snowy 
Owls were reported in Minnesota 
(Schladwei1er 1994). 

Scientists generally assume that 
Snowy Owl inuptions or invasions 
occur as a result oflemming population 
crashes in the Arctic forcing the owls to 
come farther south below the Canadian 
border in search of additional prey. 
Indications were that there was a crash 
of both bog lemmings and/or vole 
populations in Alaska and northwest
ern Canada. This in combination with 
an apparent heavy, early snow cover in 
the tundra and taiga areas of western 

and middle Canada (LeBaron 1997) 
may have led to the 1996-97 invasion 
of Snowy Owls in Illinois and else
where in the Great Lakes. 

If observers are aware of other 
Snowy Owl records from the 1996-
1997 season, the authors would appre
ciate hearing about them to make the 
account as complete as possible. 
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Record Date(s) Location ~o._()~indivi<Jullls_jObserver(s) _______ £~men.!_s _ __ _ 
15-Nov-96 M1ch1gan City, La Porte Co, I --------4J~IvkC_oy_ ---·--- __ __ _ __ _ _ _ _ _ 
16-Nov-96 M1ch1gan C1ty, La Porte Co _____ l ___ jl<.c;nneth ~()<:k __ ___ ~e':'~~e,_d1ffc;rer1t b1r~ _ 

=---+-_::_::c.:c.~..::::--:-=-c:~- ~~~0~~~~~~:~;&-~~-0---- --- - ----l--- ~-:;::~ - ------- -- - -- ---- -- --
5'----+-----c2~3"'7-NC'o-v""'-96 MIChigan crt;;:--cn:r;;rtee;;:--- ------j----- I ----- IC'Brock___ - - -- ,~rr; female-- - . 
6 23-Nov-96 Hammond Marina, Lake Co. i----- K.--:-Eiroc_C __ _________ Ti,;;,;,[e;;;~i~----- · 

I--- 7:__- -+--""2""6-7N'ov-96 Mii~Beach, L.;k.ec-;;:·- - - ---- ------~ - -- K.:-8r;;~k----- - ------- --- --

8 28-Nov-~CWhitin~~~k-:}~e Co. ---==----=-~--~ =~-~L-_ -= K~Br~~¥~-~~~~=-~-=---==- ==~~~= 
9-11 28

2
-
9
3·0NNovo-v

96
96 Hammon~_f'>:l_arina, Lake Co. _ ______ t-__3_o_n_~O_I'Iov KBrock ______ ___________ ___ _ 

12 West Beach, Porter Co. I Jeff McCoy 
l--,-'3C:-l-4- -l---"3-'c0--"-N-"-ov--"'9·6:__-tM-ciccll-er-=Beach, Lake C<>:_ __ _________ _ 2 ___ K_:-. ·;cB-ro __ c_k;---'------- -r------__ -_- __ -_-__ -__ - _ 

l
7
5_--l----c30cc-::-N_ov-:-o-;96_-tM;:-ic___,hi!lan City, La Porte Co. ___________ ~:f!r<>_ck _________ __ r------ _____ _ 

_ _ _:_16'---+--~'~-D:-e_c--c-9-c6_+Pcco;--;-rt of Indiana, Lake Co. ___ Clyde Fields ______ _ 
_ _:_17c_·clc 8'---l-- --'-7--=D:..::e_::_c·_::_9_:_6_+W_h::.:i=ting Park, Lake Co. 2 K. Brock ___ _ ______ 

1 
________ _ 

19 7-Dec-96 Port of Indiana, Lake Co.; I K. Brock 
--co20'"·2=-lo---t---;-;12cc-D::-e-c-:-9"'6---t;-W;-;chcoi;-ha-,-la-'B~-e-a--;ch.~. =whiting i;;JU;r;ont, 'L-;;k-eco~- ----2 -- - Joy Bo~c~-- --- -- -----t- ----- --
-------1----~---t---,-,-,----,---,-- ----------------- ---- -

22-23 13-Dcc-96 Port of Indiana, Lake Co. 2 John White 
l-__:'-::2;-';4=---t-----:,-:o4_.0DO::e_::_c-~9:C6 -+.M;cil';-le~r Beach, Lake Co. t-----j- -- J~i,nC:--;;;s-acd·y---------t--·----·--

--~2:5~-+--0-:14:...:·D;:;_,e::..:c-;-9;-;6--t;M;"-iC:.ch::_:ig7anc'-;City, L-'a-c-P"-o-rtc_e_c_"'o·-. ------ -- ---~ ~ =-----_~ Uas~a<Jy ---~------_-_--_-__ -_··--t-----------~----~ ==~ 
26 14-Dec-96 Port oflndiana, Lake Co. J. White 

27~-2c8,:---+--~2~2~-D~e~c-~9~6--~M~i~lle-r~B~ea-c~h.~L~~~e-C~o-'.-------------r----~2~----~R~o- b~rtiiug~he-s----------~---------------

l--~2~9--i _ _____::22;::-·.;:D_::_ec=,·C;-96:__--+P;-;o:c_rt=;-:oc:f.::cln:.:.d~ianc=-:=a,.;:L:=~=;oe:_C=-co=-c;.c;-------l--_--_-_-7i-~_-_-_---t-;=-;Ciy d_c!;eici; -- ---- -- __ - -_ _ -------= 
30 1-Jan-97 Michigan City, La Porte Co. I J. McCoy 
31 7-Jan-97 Port of Indiana, Lake Co-=. --=-'---- -----l------;1-- 1." Whit;; - - --- - --- --- ------- -

32 14-Jan-97 Ogden Dunes, Porter Co. I -- j:t.;i~G;y------ -·---__ 
1 
_________ _ _ 

33 20 Jan. 3 Feb 97 Port of Indiana, Lake Co. 1---~,----~K·_VIBh_roit_cek,I_~C~Y,K.-:-!3-;..;-~k ,·mm "em--a-le 
34 8-Feb-97 Michigan City, La Porte Co. " - ---

Michigan Snowy Owls, Berrien County 

Record Date(s) Location No. ofindividu~~ Obs~~er(~-~s~u_':_~ ~Co~~nt~--- _ _____ _ _ 
1 7-Nov-96 S1lver Beach I K1p M1ller 

2-8 Nov-Dec 96 St Joseph and New Buffalo 7 fid;o-K.- 'f.·hlier o~s-ataWaiMart-p:U]"nglot-.;;d--
Orchard Hills landfill, both mland 

9 I-4Jan97 NewBuffalo - - - I fideK-Mdlc; -------------- ------
10 18-19Jan97 PawPawLake -- - - ~--- fideK M1ller------ - --- - - - --- - - - - - -

---~-~-r-----7-=Feb=-97 B;;:;:;cr;sp~,;;);-;:t)s.TI _ _ __ -- - -- -- - ,--- Joh~ Rooscnh~rg - - - - --- --- - ----- · - - -- - -
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