shrubs were defoliated and 8 percent
were dead. The great damage done to
the shrubs and vegetation caused the
density of nests, that is, the number
of nests per square meter, to decline
by about two-thirds during the third
year. In the affected areas, blue-
berry bushes failed to produce fruit.
The quality of the underlying soil
also deteriorated as a result of nest-
ing. The PH count (acidic content)
increased sharply as did the amount
of chemicals and salts.
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Endnotes

1. A number of these birds have
been known to breed in solitary cir-
cumstances.

2.James Weland of the Lafayette
Natural History Museum supplied the
list of birds breeding in the heronry.
Anhingas were also breeding in this
area.

3. A recent article raises some
important questions regarding the
size of colony question. See Joanna
Burger and Michael Gochfeld. 1993.
‘When is a Heronry Crowded: A Case
Study of Huckleberry Island, New
York, U.S.A. Journal of Coastal Re-
search. Vol. 9, no. 1, pp. 221-228.
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