and vegetative development have no
doubt affected our degree of success
in detecting first arrivals each spring.
Despite these immeasurable factors,
we feel confident that long-term
median dates provide valid infor-
mation about regional trends and
annual variations among midwestern
migrants.

Statistical Information

In Tables 1-3 each median ar-
rival represents the middle recor-
ded date in a chronological sequence
and is less affected by occasional
extreme dates or chance clusters
than either an arithmetic mean
or mode. The actual average median
difference [in place of deviation] is
the mean of the species differences
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