
as birds are rarely seen inland east of the St. Lawrence River 
(Sherony and Brock 1997, Sherony 1999). 

Landing (1966) was one of the first to suggest that the 
birds passing westward from points such as Michigan City 
and Gary (Miller Beach) in Indiana, may be taking an over
land route to the Gulf. As records have begun to increase at 
several inland locations in Illinois and at sites such as Mill
wood Lake in Arkansas (see Jones and Neal 1986; Jackson 
1993, 1998, 2000), a pattern seems to be emerging, especially 
in regard to PomaTine and Long-tailed Jaegers. Mounting evi
dence from observations in the Gulf of Mexico suggest that 
PomaTines are by far the most common jaeger there, at least 
in late fall (Jackson 2000, Sexton et al 2000a, 2000b). 
Although not likely a result of massive overland migration, 
the inland migration through Illinois and other midwestern 
and central southern states (including Arkansas) seems to sug
gest a regulaT movement of these birds from the Great Lakes 
to the Gulf (see Cramp 1983 and Leukering 2000) . Another 
interesting sidebar to downstate birds is that multi-day visits 
by individual birds not only seems to be the rule in Illinois, 
but also among other inland records I was able to find from 
the lower 48 states . In records gleaned from North American 
Birds (and its predecessors, Field Notes and American Birds) 
from the fall (and a few other records) issues of the 1990 to 
2000 field seasons, Pomarines and Long-taileds, again aver
age longer lengths of stay than Parasitics. Thirty-three Long
taileds (from 15 states at "inland" sites) averaged 3.9 days per 
bird, with visits 10 days or longer not uncommon (6 birds), 
including birds remaining 15 and 17 days. 

Much of the inland jaeger migration could be in the form 
of one long, non-stop flight with occasional birds brought down 
during severe whether or when energy reserves become deplet
ed. This would explain many of the long duration stays for 
Pomarine and Long-tailed Jaegers that are reported inland (away 
from the Great Lakes). Of 18 downstate Illinois Pomarine 
records between 1962 to 1999, the average length of stay was 
5.8 days with only 7 of these birds being "one-day wonders." 
Six birds stayed 10 days or more, the longest being 17 and 23 
days. Illinois' only two accepted Long-tailed records averaged 
14.5 day stays, with one bird staying 14 and the other 15 days. 
Of 17 downstate Parasitics, the average stay was only 3.7 days, 
but without one bird, which seemed to be an anomaly (with an 
exceptional stay of 25 days), the average is only 2.3 days. 

Summary 
A minimum of 286 j aegers have been seen in Illinois 

between 1876 and 2000. Jaegers have been found every year in 
Illinois between 1970 and 2000. As with virtually all Midwest
ern regions , fall sightings predominate . With increased identifi
cation skills and documentation of birds, both Pomarine and 
Parasitic Jaegers are likely to be found as "regular" migrants in 
the state, whereas cmTent status is now "casual" (IORC 1999). 
Long-tailed Jaegers are likely more common in the state than 
records indicate. A clear dichotomy exists as to which species is 
more often found on Lake Michigan (Parasitic) and which 
species is more likely to be found on large, downstate reser
voirs (Pomarine). Also jaegers that appear at downstate loca
tions (usually large rivers or reservoirs) tend to stay several 
days as opposed to birds on Lake Michigan, which are virtually 
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always fly-bys. Illinois birders should continue to document all 
jaegers to increase the understanding of patterns regarding age, 
timing of migration, routes used, and the true status of each 
species both downstate and on Lake Michigan. 
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Table 3. High Count Years for Jaegers in Illinois 

High Number Good Number low Number 
Year Year Year 

1951 25+ 1997 12 1976 1 

1986 21 1999 12 1971 2 

1991 19 2000 12 1980 2 

1996 15 1966 10 1989 2 

1985 14 1982 10 1994 2 

1974 13 1973 9 1970 3 

1988 9 1979 3 

1981 3 

1990 3 
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