
push the yellowthroat down with his feet, rather than 
just pecking at an intruder as it usually does during in
flight attacks (Yasukawa and Searcy 1995). 

The date of the incident coincides with Red
winged Blackbird egg-laying dates in the Chicago 
region; the species is extremely aggressive near its nest 
(Bohlen 1989, Searcy and Yasukawa 1995) . It is also 
interspecifically territorial , including against smaller 
species such as Marsh Wren (Cisothorus palustris) and 
Brown-headed Cowbird (Mo lothrus ater) (Picman 

the eggs or the young of Red-winged Blackbirds, so the 
attack made no sense in terms of potential costs and 
benefits to the blackbird. 
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