
Passerines 

Several Least Flycatchers were once again detected into 
mid-June, but without any confirmation of breeding. It is 
unclear if the small population that formally bred each year 
at Lowden-Miller State Forest is still present. A number of 
Western Kingbirds were discovered this year, but with con
firmation of breeding found at only one typical breeding lo
cation in Granite City. Scissor-tailed Flycatchers once again 
nested in Illinois marking the 9th year (in 9 counties) since 
2000 that this species has been recorded in the breeding 
season, and the 7th year that nests/nesting evidence have 
been located during that time, in six southwestern Illinois 
counties. Loggerhead Shrikes are now becoming harder to 
find in their last remaining stronghold within Illinois in the 
southeastern portion of the state. Will they persist through 
the next decade in Illinois? 

Reports of Bell's Vireo seem to be on the increase, 
especially in far southern Illinois where this species was 
once rarely reported. Corvid populations in the state also 
appear to be on the increase, or have at least begun to in
crease above the low numbers being reported a few years 
ago as West Nile Virus first swept through the state. Cliff 
Swallows continue to reclaim and increase their numbers 
in former breeding areas in the state, although numbers in 
the eastern third of the state are still much lower than more 
western areas of the state, especially along the major river 
systems. 

The numbers of breeding Carolina Wrens remain low 
outside of far southern Illinois after the severe winter 
weather of the last few years. Bewick's Wren was not re
ported this year from their usual Siloam Springs breeding 
location. Marsh Wrens are very rare as a breeding species 
outside far northeastern Illinois, so those found singing at 
two locations, one a large, newly restored wetland in west
central Illinois could pmiend a new breeding population 
in that area. Wet and somewhat cool temperatures limited 
the number of young fledging from early Eastern Bluebird 
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nesting efforts. Northern Parulas seem to be making small 
inroads into the northcentral and northeastern parts of the 
state where the species has rarely been reported. Outside 
of southern Illinois, this species has always had a rather 
unusual distribution in the state, not often being found in 
the former "Grand Prairie" regions of the state, even along 
major river valleys. Breeding populations of Pine Warblers 
continue to appear in new pine plantations in areas of the 
state where this species has never before bred. Have these 
pines matured to the point where they are now "accept
able" to use during the breeding season, or is something 
else going on? The singing male Tennessee Warbler in late 
June was a quite unusual migrant report. Likewise, a Dark
eyed Junco caught in a mist net and a singing male, in late 
June and mid-July, respectfully, were also very unusual, 
and begs the question which direction were they moving? 
Although always a pleasant find wherever located, the in
creasing numbers and locations where Henslow's Spanows 
are being found makes one wonder why they remain on the 
state threatened list when species nearly or as uncommon 
like Grasshopper Sparrow and other more uncommon spe
cies have not been similarly designated. Summer Tanagers, 
Blue Grosbeaks and Orchard Orioles continue to be found 
in new and/or increasing numbers of locations in central 
and northern areas of the state. Several new breeding pairs 
of Painted Buntings were found this summer near the his
toric breeding location of Illinois's sole breeding colony. 
With more search effort given in southwestern Illinois near 
the Mississippi River, could there be even more breeding 
pairs of this species than we now realize? The first Illinois 
nest was located for the naturalized, exotic European Gold
finch. A small, localized population of this species is begin
ning to grow and develop a yearound population in a few 
areas of the Chicago land lakefi·ont and occasionally else
where. Some have now been seen every year in at least each 
ofthe last ten years at this location. Will this become one of 
the newest additions to the Illinois state checklist, similar to 
the Monk Parakeet? 
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