
marks, but a faint sandy-colored band extended nearly 
across the upper breast. The Piping Plover has not 
been previously recorded in Winnebago County. 

- Dan and Barbara Williams, 6055 Safford Rd., Rock
ford, IL 611 0 1. 

Editor's note: This striking shorebird is endangered in 
Illinois and the United States. The Piping Plover is 
extirpated as a breeding bird in Illinois having lost its 
sandy beach nesting habitat to erosion, industry, and 
human disturbance. For an account of the species' 
reduction in the Great Lakes region, see Russell, wThe 
Piping Plover in the Great Lakes region •, American 
Birds, 37:951 -55. 

Lake County's First Black-necked Stilt 

I left work early 22 April 1992 to scan for waterfowl 
at a newly developed wetland mitigation project on 
Atkinson Road near Green Oaks in Lake County. I was 
scanning a mud flat that extended out into the water 
when a tall black-and-white shorebird with bright 
bubble gum pink legs caught my attention. I immedi
ately identified it as a Black-necked Stilt (Himantopus 
mexicanus). 

The bird teetered a bit as a small peep, later identi
fied as a Baird's Sandpiper, ran underneath the stilt's 
legs. The stilt fed cautiously along this flat and occa
sionally ventured two to three meters into the water. 
Knowing how rare this species is, I recorded these field 
marks: white throat, breast, belly, flanks and undertail 
coverts; contrasting black primaries and secondaries; 
thin, slightly upturned black bill at least twice as long 
as the head; long neck; white postocular spot contrast
ing w ith the black crown, nape, and auricular area; and 
dark brown back and scapulars. The last f ield mark 
could be seen only through my Meade 20-60 X spot
ting scope at about 25 X. It is diagnostic for the 
female of this species according to Shorebirds, an 
Identification Guide (Hayman, et al., 1 986). I was as 
close as fifty meters from the bird when using my 
telescope. I also had just seen over 200 individuals of 
this species in Chiapas, Mexico two months earlier. 

After twenty minutes of observation, I telephoned 
several Lake County birders. Unfortunately, by the time 
the others arrived, the bird had already departed and 
could not be relocated. This is the f irst Lake County 
record, the ninth for the state, and the earliest spring 
record for the state. My documentation is on file with 
the Illinois Ornithological Records Committee. 

- David B. Johnson, 504 Crown Point Drive, Buffalo 
Grove, IL 60089. 
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Adult Mew Gull at Sangchris State Park 

At 6:30 a.m. on 30 April 1 992, at the Sangchris 
State Park dam, I watched a gull try again and again to 
land on the water with a flock of Ring-billed Gulls. It 
was a medium-sized, dainty-looking adult with a wing 
tip pat tern that reminded me of the Mew Gull (Larus 
canus) I had seen at Carlyle Lake in 1 986. That is, 
there was much white between dark, similar to the 
w ing tip of a Franklin's Gull . 

I retrieved my 60 power Kowa telescope and when 
I returned, the gull had finally found a place next to the 
other gulls. I walked down the road to the east to get 
better light and some elevation. With a quick scan, I 
picked out the gull . Its bill was unmarked. The rest of 
the gulls were all ring-bills, most of them in immature 
plumage. 

The Mew Gull was a little smaller and slimmer than 
a few of the ring-bills but was about the same size as 
the others. Its bill was shorter and thinner near the 
base and all dull orange-yellow. The head was peaked, 
while the ring-bills looked flat-headed. The eye looked 
dark. I could see a narrow reddish orbital ring. 

In comparison with the only adult-looking Ring-billed 
Gull, t he Mew Gull's back was a little darker in all 
angles of light. Even though the bird was at rest, the 
more extensive white was visible in the wing tips. 
Occasionally the gulls flew around allowing me excel
lent looks at the w ing t ips in flight. The wing tip 
pattern points to this bird being the western North 
American Larus canus brachyhynchus. 

I studied the bird for an hour and then went to check 
a mud flat nearby. The bird was gone when I returned. 

This is the first record for Sangamon and Christian 
counties and one of the few records for the state for 
Mew Gull . It is also the latest spring record for Illinois. 

- H. David Bohlen, Illinois State Museum, 1920 
South 10 1/2 Street, Springfield, IL 62703 

Editor's note: This sighting represents the ninth state 
record if the four Mew Gulls seen by Robert Hughes in 
Chicago during the winter of 1991/92 were separate 
birds (See Meadowlark, Vol. 1, No.3). 

Black-billed Magpie in Winnebago County 

On 17 May 1992 a stranger drove up my driveway 
at the end of Orth and Paulson roads in southeastern 
Winnebago County one mile southeast of Rock Cut 
State Park. I was on my way to the horse barn when 
he announced, "Hey, there's four Golden Eagles down 
the road." 

I t old this stranger, without thinking much of it, that, 
"I'd check it out." He left and I decided to investigate 
these eagles which turned out to be four Turkey 

Meadowlark 


