
Dear Sue: 

I always enjoy your column, and 
I appreciate the fact that lOS is ac
knowledging those of us who can't 
spend a lot of time in the field, and for 
whom backyard watching is a great 
source of pleasure. I have been sur
prised to find that I've been able to 
keep a close watch on migration and 
winter irruptions, as well as establish 
some new early and late dates, and in 
four years have seen 117 species in or 
over my yard, a smalllotin southwest 
Evanston. 

My yard is totally enclosed by 
what I think of as my own "magic 
hedge" which attracts many song
birds. I let my leaves stay under them 
year round: sparrows and towhees 
like them, and this year I was re
warded with a woodcock poking 
around in them. In the back of the 
yard, I have a brush pile and compost 
heap, both are big bird attracters. At 
the brush pile, I've seen raptors such 
as kestrel and Sharp-shinned Hawk. 
A Whip-poor-will and an American 
Bittern each spent a day perched on 
it. The compost heap attracts war
blers and thrushes, and last year I had 

Dear Judy: 

Thanks for your letter. I really 
enjoyed hearing about your back
yard bird list. And I am extremely 
jealous! I am sending you a list of 
Illinois high counts to be published in 
a future issue of Meadowlark. I am 
sure you will be able to beat a lot of 
the present totals. 

Now let's address your problem. 
CATS. I am sure anyone who feeds 
birds has experienced the trauma of 
finding a cat in their yard. Letting my 
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a Hooded Warbler spend a few weeks 
in May there. Tall trees in the back of 
the yard attract warblers, vireos, ori
oles, tanagers, grosbeaks, and one 
winter, a Northern Shrike. My next 
door neighbor is talking about cut
ting down his half-dead sycamore 
which is a drumming site for wood
peckers and where a state early-date 
Olive-sided Flycatcher perched for a 
day. I'm planning my defense! 

I use pure suet, which squirrels 
don't like, in a starling-proof roofed 
suet feeder, which I keep close to the 
house for good views of woodpeck
ers and chickadees. Also close by is 
my thistle feeder, which attracts the 
occasional redpoll and siskin, as well 
as a constant stream of goldfinches 
and House Finches. My annual flow
ers and vegetable gardens attract fall 
warblers, kinglets, and wrens. 

The one plant I've found unsur
passed for attracting wildlife is the 
Mexican sunflower. It is a stunning 
orange and tall enough to hide tomato 
plants. The plants are covered with 
butterflies all late summer. Chicka-

dog, Button, out does the trick in 
record time, butwealldon'thavethat 
luxury. Another trick that works is 
the hose. Catsdon'tlike to be squirted. 
After a few blasts, all you have to do 
is leave the hose in the yard and the 
blasted cat will remember. 

Here are some precautions you 
can take. 

1) Put your bird bath out in the 
open so there are no hiding places for 
the cat to sit and wait. 

dees and goldfinches spend the win
ter eating the seeds. I have had the 
best luck with salvia splendens for 
attracting hummingbirds. 

A bird bath and a covered plat
form feeder which I stock with black 
oilers seemed to attract droves of 
noisy House Sparrows. This year, 
their numbers are greatly reduced. I 
am not sure if that is because I 
switched from a tube to platform 
feeder or because they are being 
outcompeted by House Finches. The 
platfmm feeder also attracts black
birds and cardinals. One February, I 
had a Rusty Blackbird there. And 
once, I had a Harris' Sparrow under
neath my feeder. 

I would like any suggestions 
from you or your readers about my 
biggest problem - cats. This week I 
woke up to a bird bath full of blood 
and last spring when I finally had 
House Wrens investigating my bird 
house, two cats spent a week perched 
in the tree on either side of it. 

Sincerely, 

Judy Pollock, Evanston, Illinois 

2) Place your bird bath on aped
estal. 

3) Caged feeders are available. 
Birds can enter. Cats can't. 

4) Ask neighbors with cats to put 
a bell around the neck so birds will 
hear them coming. 

If lOS readers have any suggestions 
on discouraging cats from helping 
themselves to birds at your feeder, 
please write to: Sue Friscia, 3417 
West 123rd St., Alsip, IL 60658. 
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