of Snow Buntings were reported this season. Arrival timing
for sparrows as a group was variable this year, but on aver-
age two days ahead of schedule. Skewing the average to
the early side were Henslow's Sparrows, the first of which
arrived 10 days in advance of the average date. A Harris's
Sparrow noted in mid-February in St. Clair County was
either a wintering bird or an exceptionally early migrant.

The season was blessed with an assortment of reports
of rarities. In this report, square brackets are used to denote
sightings for which documentation was received but whose
review by IORC is still pending. Neotropic Cormorants
were noted from both the north and the south ends of the
state this season. Two separate sightings of Swainson's
Hawks in the central part of the state were noteworthy
since they were away from the established breeding ter-
ritories. A report of a Prairie Falcon in Rockford has added
significance since there are relatively few records of the
species from the spring months. Details were submitted
regarding an observation of a Black Rail. A Purple Gallinule
was nicely photographed in Woodford County. A Mountain
Plover photographed in Douglas County would be only
the second record for the state, and the first for spring,
given acceptance by IORC. Two Ruffs were noted, from

Henderson and Kane Counties, with the Kane County bird
photographed by several observers. A Burrowing Owl was
unfortunately just a one-day wonder, but it posed nicely for
photos while present. A pair of Barn Owls was recorded in
Iroquois County. Quite interesting was a bird thought to
be a hybrid Black-capped Chickadee X Tufted Titmouse,
photographed at Clinton Lake in March. A male Western
Tanager was documented in Cook County at the very end
of April, and a male Painted Bunting joined the collection
of the Field Museum of Natural History after its untimely
demise following a collision with a building in Chicago in
early May.

This summary of the spring season would not be pos-
sible without the submission of sightings, field notes, and
commentary by observers throughout the state. Those who
supplied this information are listed below. The observers
for individual records in the report are credited by includ-
ing their initials immediately following mention of the
record. The order of the list is alphabetic in relation to the
observers' initials. In some cases, the cited observer is an
organization or institution. Abbreviations for these are listed
separately.

List of Organizations and Institutions:

CBCM  Chicago Bird Collision Monitors
(data largely involving building strikes

in Chicago)

FMNH  Field Museum of Natuarl History
108 Illinois Ornithological Society: field trips
NPBW  North Pond Bird Walks: weekly surveys

at North Pond in LincP, led and compiled
by Geoffrey A. Williamson.

List of Individual Observers:

Amar A. Ayyash, Charles B. Anderson, Cindy M.
Alberico, Daniel J. Anzia, David K. Antieau, Jack L.
Armstrong, Jill S. Anderson, Kim D. Ainis, Alan Branhagan,
Alex B. Bloss, Dan Baleckaitis, Frank K. Bennett, G. Ward
Boulton, H. David Bohlen, John Baxter, Josh Berman (JBe)
, Joan C. Bruchman, Larry Bertinetti, Larry G. Balch, Mark
Bowman, Maury H. Brucker, Michael J. Baum, Margaret
L. Baker, Nicholas L. Block, Peter Bullock, Richard Biss,
Richard G. & Sigurd N. Bjorklund (RG&SNB), Samuel
B. Burckhardt, Steven D. Bailey, Angelo P. Capparella,
Jeff D. Chapman, Karin M. Cassel, Pam A. Chudzinski,
Paul R. Clyne, Rob Carmichael, Rob Curtis (RCu), Scott
A. Cohrs, Scott L. Carpenter, Alfred G. Dierkes, Bonnie
Duman, Carl & Pen DauBach (C&PD), Donald R. Dann,
Glyn Dawson, Michelle Devlin, Patricia A. Durkin, Paul K.
Doughty, Sheryl L. DeVore, Tim J. Dever, Robert Erickson,
Thad R. Edmonds, Anthony D. Friend, Carolyn S. Fields,
Karen A. Forcum, Michael Ferguson, Matthew E. Fraker,
Pete Fenner, Robert E. Fisher, Sean Fitzgerald (SFz), Sue
Friscia, Ethan Gyllenhaal, Eric J. Ginsburg, Jerry Goldner,
Nathan Goldberg, Steve Gent, W. Sullivan Gibson, Bruce
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A. Heimer, Brian W. Herriott, Cary D. Hillegonds, C.
Leroy Harrison, Caroline L. Herzenberg (CLLHz), Frank R.
Holmes, Jed B. Hertz, Kanae Hirabayashi, Larry L. Hood,
Richard Hickson, Robert D. Hughes, Ted Hartzler (THa),
Tom Hulverson, David B. Johnson, Brian R. Kala, Dan M.
Kassebaum, Lawrence J. Krutulis, Tom Kovacs, Thomas
F. Kelly, Tim L. Kuesel, Vernon M. Kleen, Eric Lundquist,
Geoffrey Levin, Gregory S. Lambeth, John P. Leonard,
Joseph W. Lill, Karen M. Lund, Nolan A. Lameka, Tom
Little, Thomas V. Lerczak, Alex Meloy, Don Mullison,
D. James Mountjoy, Emil Martinec, Fran Morel, Josh
Murphy, Jeffrey S. Maharry, Karen K. Mansfield, Michael
A. Madsen, Matt Mckim-Louder, Pete A. Moxon, Owen
H. McHugh, Robert A. & Anita L. Morgan (RA&ALM),
Thomas U. May, Walter J. Marcisz, Greg Neise, Joan
Norek, Jill N. Niland, Kathy L. Noerenberg, Stacia Novy,
John H. Purcell, Peter J. Page, Wally Potacki, Yan-Yi Peng,
Adam M. Reyburn, Jennette S. Rader, Kevin B. Richmond,
Phil J. Reyburn, Robert Q. Randall, William M. Rudden,
Ari Shavit, Anne Straight (ASt), Angie Stanley (ASy),
Anton Szabados (ASz), Alan F. Stokie, Andrew P. Sigler,
Beth Simkins, Bob Schifo (BSo), Brian C. Smith, Dawn
Smith, Douglas F. Stotz, Darrell J. Shambaugh, Eric E.
Secker, Jeff A. Smith, Jeffrey R. Sanders, Jeffrey R. R.
Skrentny, Jim S. Solum, Leonard Stanley, Mark S. Seiffert,
Paul W. Sweet, Robert E. Shelby, Randy L. Shonkwiler,
Scott A. Simpson, Stephen G. Spitzer, Wesley S. Serafin,
Aaron Turkovitz, Craig A. Taylor, Craig B. Thayer, David
L. Thomas, Michael S. Thelen, Michael L. Trahan, Nancy
Tikalsky, Rita Torrado, Bob Vaiden, Jenny Vogt, Lorrie
Vit, Barbara C. Williams, Benjamin M. Winger, Christine
L. Williamson, Daniel T. Williams, Jr., Eric W. Walters,
Geoffrey A. Williamson, Matthew J. Winks, Sherry
Williams, Dick Young.
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