
ries. Regardless of IORC's decisions on the individual 
documentations, this year' s roster of "ultra- rarities" proved 
less impressive than in most springs. Half the species under 
review have shown nearly annual occurrences in recent 
years, and no first state records were submitted. Moreover, 
the season's rarest birds were-without exception-uncoop
erative. Ten species were noted one day only, and six of these 
were single-observer records. In short, extremely few birders 
enjoyed the excitement of witnessing great rarities this spring. 

The foundation of this summary is the detailed informa
tion on migration limits and populations as submitted di
rectly to the compiler (or indirectly via the Illinois Depart
ment of Conservation) by field observers across the state. 
Information not submitted is not included. For example, 
reports communicated to local coordinators of taped bird
alerts, reports posted on e-mail, and reports transmitted by 
word of mouth to another observer are generally wanting 
here. 

Migration limits and maximum counts are provided, 
where available, from each of the three subsections of Illi
nois- North, Central and South- as mapped out in Bohlen's 
(1978) Annotated Check-list of the Birds of Illinois. Addi
tional data are sometimes noted for species and areas of 
special interest. 

Our sincere thanks are extended to the following observ
ers, who supplied all the data for the summary. These 
observers are credited by their initials following each record; 
disambiguating citation forms are indicated where needed. 
As in previous reports, the sequencing of observers below is 
based on alphabetization of last and first initials or citation 

2000 Spring Migration Field Notes 

Red-throated Loon 
EA: 25-26 Mar, CarLL (KM, OK et a!.); 26 Mar (winter plum
age), LSpfld (HOB); 8 Apr (basic plumage- imm.?), Grays L, 
Grayslak.e (Lak.eCo) (*OBJ,JG, SO). LD: 5May,LSpfld (HOB). 
One additional: l0-12 Apr (ad., spring plumage), LSpfld (HOB). 

Common Loon 

forms rather than on alphabetization of last names: Alan 
Anderson, Cindy Alberico, Jack Armstrong, Kim Ainis, Bill 
A. Bertrand, Dale Birkenholz, Frank Bennett, H. David 
Bohlen, . John Bates, Michael Bower, Michael J. Baum, 
Steven Bailey, Todd E. Bugg, Richard & Sigurd Bjorklund 
(R&SBj), Brian L. Chandler, Elizabeth Chato, Karin Cassel, 
Paul Clyne, Robert Chapel, Scott Carpenter, Spring Bird 
Count, Beckie Dyer, Danny Diaz, Glyn Dawson, Sheryl De 
Yore, Tim Dever, Joshua Engel, Robert Erickson, Carolyn S. 
Fields, Charles Friedel, Jim Frazier, Karen Forcum, Matthew 
Fraker, Rick Frissora, Sue Friscia, Alice Gregory, Joel 
Greenberg, Frank Holmes, Jim Hampson, Leroy Harrison, 
Larry L. Hood, Matthew Hopkins, Mary Ann Hoeffliger, 
Nikolas K. Haass, Ralph Hopper, Robert D. Hughes, Scott 
Hickman, David B. Johnson, Dorothy J. Jackson, Dan 
Kassebaum, Eric Kershner, Tim Kiessel, Vernon Kleen, 
Greg Lambeth, James Landing, Charlene Maione, Ed Mooney, 
John McDaniel, Keith McMullen, Luis Mufioz, Richard D. 
Messenger, Thomas Metcalf, Thomas U. May, Walter 
Marcisz, Cynthia & John McKee (C&JMc), Carlyn Morenus 
(CMs), Dennis Oehrnke, Ed O'Brien, Dale Pontius, Joann 
Pearson, John H. Purcell, James J. Phillips, Roy Peterson, 
Thomas Pucelik, Adam Reyburn, Harriet Rylaarsdam, 
Jennette Rader, Michael Retter, Phil Reyburn, William C. 
Rowe, Albert Seppi, Alan F. Stokie, Douglas F. Stotz, Darrell 
J. Shambaugh, lllinois Ornithological Society field trips 
(lOS), James 0. Smith, Jeffrey R. Sanders, Michael Sherer, 
Thomas Schulenberg, Wesley Serafin, Ken Thompson, Ken 
Vail, Bernie Wiltshire, David E. Willard, Daniel T. Will
iams, Eric Walters, Geoffrey Williamson, Jeffrey Walk, and 
Kenneth Wysocki. 

EA: 19Feb,RendL (Co?) (KM, FB); 11 Mar, LSpfld (HOB); 17 
Mar, Gages L (Lake Co) (SH); 20 Mar, Rock Cut SP (OTW). 
MC: l 2,Sgmn Co,24Mar(HOB); ll ,JP,23 Apr(KC);7,Ciin.L, 
1 Apr (RC); 5, Mermet L, 23 Mar (KM). LD: 20 May, m SP (JE, American White Pelicans. 12 March, 2000. Lake Sangchris, 
KM,GW); l4-20May,Rockford(OTW); 16May(imrn.),Sang.L Sangamon Co. Photo by Dennis Oehmke. 
(HOB); 26 Apr, East Fork L (Richland Co) (KM). 
Pied-billed Grebe 
E A: 17 Feb, Chau (R&SBj); 26 Feb (2), JP (PC, SC); 27 Feb, Rock Cl!t 
SP (OTW); 27 Feb, Champaign (Champaign Co) (RC); 28 Feb (5), 
White Oak L, Bloomington (McLean Co) (MR). MC: 250, LSpfld, 28 
Feb (MR); 96, Shab.L, 21 Apr (DJS); 75, Mermet L, 29 Mar (KM); 75, 
LCal, 21 Apr (OFS); 73, Sgmn Co, 1 Apr (HOB). LD: 29 May, JP (PC); 
19 May, Knight 's Pond (Sgmn Co) (HOB). Record spring 
high counts; the previous spring high count is 67 birds (at Spfld, 
7 Apr 1996). 

Horned Grebe 
EA: 20 Feb, Clin.L (RC); 24 Feb, Spoon L (Knox Co) (MJB); 25 Feb, 
JP (SC). MC: 61 , Sgmn Co, 2 1 Mar (HOB); 37, GrantP, 23 Mar (OFS); 
18, Mermet L, 23 Mar (KM). LD: 26 Apr, JP (SC, PC); 19 Apr, LSpfld 
(HOB); 7 Apr (18), Crab Orchard NWR (Williamson Co) (KM). 

Red-necked Grebe 
EA: 20 Feb, Clin.L (*RC); 1 Mar, Rock Cut SP (OTW). MC: 2, La Salle 
L, 5 Mar (C&JMc). LD: 23 Mar, JP (*KC). No other reports. 

Ea red Grebe 
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EA: 18 M ar, L Shel (Co?) (RC); l 9 M ar, East ForkL(RichlandCo) (LH). 
MC: 3, LShel, 13 Apr (KF); 2, Newton L (Jasper Co), 1 Apr (GW); 2. 
East Fork L (Richland Co), 12 Apr (LH). LD: 29 Apr (breeding 
plumage), Berlin SP (Sgmn Co) (HOB); 22-24 Apr, Carlyle Sewage 
Treatment Plant (Clinton Co) (OK, KM); 15-16 Apr (ad.), Newton L 
(Jasper Co) (LH, VK et al.). No other reports. 

Western Grebe 
One report: 22-24 May (2), LSpfld (HOB, BO)- record JL late 
date by two days. 

American White Pelican 
EA: 20 Feb (number?), CarLL (Fayette Co) (OK); 21 Feb (350), HL 
CKM); 25 Feb, Chau (R&SBj); 29 Feb, Starved Rock SP (La Salle Co) 
(JH). MC: 4525, Senachwine UGoose L (Putnam Co), 25 Mar 
(C&JMc)- record ILhigh count; 1444, Chau, 13 Apr (R&SBj). LD: 
5 Jun (3), CarLL (Fayette Co); 28-31 May (10), Bakers L, Barrington 
(Cook Co) (CSF)-the only high count from e IL; 22 Apr (3), L 
Vermilion (Vermilion Co) (JOS, EC, lOS). Record early arrival dates . 
Numerous reports of 500+, nc through sw counties, 12 Mar- 2 Apr. 

143 




