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year) and five in Chicago 16 May 1990. In other respects, the 
sparrow migration this season was fairly typical.

Rarities among the cardinalids included a Western Tanager 
in Hancock County 14-28 April (and a 2nd reported in Lake 
County) and a Black-headed Grosbeak in Cook County 30 May. 
Both were backyard birds observed coming to feeders. The re-
cords committee has accepted 10 prior Western Tanagers, seven 
from spring and three from fall. There are also 10 prior records 
of Black-headed Grosbeak, with four from winter, four in spring 
and early summer, and two in fall.

The fine winter season for finches carried over into spring. 
Good numbers of both crossbill species were noted. The 20 Red 
Crossbills observed at Sand Ridge State Forest in Mason County 
2 June were possibly birds returning to nest at this often used 
breeding location. Redpolls likewise lingered late in good num-
bers. The 70 observed 5 March at the Chicago Botanic Garden 
provided the third highest count on record for March or later, 
larger than all but two prior tallies consisting of 100 and 80 from 
the 2009 spring season. Exemplifying the lingering redpoll popu-
lation were 18 seen in Springfield 3 April by Dave Bohlen. The 
last seen was also from central Illinois: Kevin Richmond's 11 
April Fulton County sighting, a full 18 days later than the recent 
average departure date. Pine Siskins, after a banner winter sea-
son, also stayed late, and many stayed through the end of May. In 

Chicago, an Evening Grosbeak entertained many birders by tak-
ing residence in a cemetery during most of March. This bird rep-
resented only the third spring individual during this and the prior 
16 seasons, with other single birds seen in the springs of 2002 and 
1998. The last year when Evening Grosbeaks had a strong spring 
presence was 1996. The species used to be recorded annually in 
spring, but that was no longer the case after 1992.

This summary of the spring season would not be possible 
without the submission of sightings, field notes, and commentary 
by observers throughout the state. Those who supplied this in-
formation are listed below. The observers for individual records 
in the report are credited by including their initials immediately 
following mention of the record. The order of the list is alpha-
betic in relation to the observers' initials. In some cases, the cited 
observer is an organization or institution. Abbreviations for these 
are listed separately.

List of Organizations and Institutions:
FMNH  Field Museum of Natuarl History
IOS Illinois Ornithological Society: field trips
NPBW  North Pond Bird Walks: weekly surveys at 

 North Pond in LincP, led and compiled by  
 Geoffrey A. Williamson.

List of Individual Observers:
Amar A. Ayyash, Alan B. Anderson, Andrew S. Aldrich, Bob 

Andrini, Cindy M. Alberico, David Assmann, Daniel J. Anzia, 
David K. Antieau, Jose Aveja, Jennifer Ambrose (JAm), Jill S. An-
derson, Les Allen, Mike Avara, Mary Jo Adams, Mike Andrews 
(MAs), Ron Anderson, Shanin Abreu, Adam & Jessica Brandt 
(A&JB), Alex B. Bloss, Chris Bowman, Don Blecha, David Ben-
son (DBe), Dale Birkenholz (DBi), Frank K. Bennett, H. David 
Bohlen, John Bates, Jeff Baughman (JBa), Jackie Bowman (JBo), 
Joe Busse (JBu), Joan C. Bruchman, Ken Bohlen, Keith Bowers 
(KBw), Karrin Burns (KBu), Libby Beckman, Larry G. Balch, 
Maury Brucker, Michael J. Baum, Margaret L. Baker, Mark Bow-
man (MBn), Nick Barber, Nicholas L. Block, Phred Benham, 
Richard Biss, Ron Bradley (RBr), Robert C. Bailey, Richard G. & 
Sigurd N. Bjorklund (RG&SNB), Samuel B. Burckhardt, Steven 
D. Bailey, Tim Balassie, Tamara Brenner (TBr), Todd E. Bugg, 
Yvonne Brandt, Angelo P. Capparella, Briana Caldwell, Charles 
Crawford (CCr), Doug Crane, Doug & Maggie Crane (D&MC), 
Evan Carlson, Gary Clinkman, Hal Cohen, Jake Cvetas, Karin 
M. Cassel, Liz Copeland, Leslie Cummings (LCu), Matthew 
M. Cvetas, Nat Carmichael, Paul Carter, Paul K. Doughty, Paul 
R. Clyne, Russ Cline, Sean Carroll, Suzanne Checchia (SCh), 
Suzanne Coleman (SCo), Scott A. Cohrs, Timothy Cloninger, 
Zachary Cheviron, Colin Dobson, Cheri Dawson (CDa), Chel-
sea DeVivo (CDe), Carl & Pen DauBach (C&PD), Danny Diaz, 
Donald R. Dann, Gloria Dobry, Jay Delmedico, Jon J. Duerr, 
Michelle Devlin, Phil Doncheck (PDo), Patricia Durkin (PDu), 
Paul K. Doughty, Roger Digges, Richard Davis (RDa), Richard 
J. DeCoster, Sheryl L. DeVore, Tim J. Dever, Doug Eddy, Ethan 
Ellis, Joshua I. Engel, Robert Erickson, Anthony D. Friend, Carol 
Freeman, Glenn Forchione, Jim Funk, John Faber (JFa), Karen 
D. Fisher, Lynn E. Felgar, Michal Furmanek, Matthew E. Fraker, 
Robert E. Fisher, Sue Friscia, Skip Fotland (SFo), Sean Fitzger-

Jeff A. Smith, Jeffrey O. Sundberg, Jeffrey R. Sanders, Jeffrey R. 
R. Skrentny, Jim S. Solum, Keith Sloter, Lauren Saunders, Mark 
Swanson, Mark S. Seiffert, Nicholas Sly, Paul W. Sweet, Ron 
Skleney, Robert E. Shelby, Randy L. Shonkwiler, Sigrid Schmidt, 
Stephen Schmaeng (SSc), Stan Stec (SSt), Susan Szeszol (SSz), 
Vicky Sroczynski, Wesley S. Serafin, Ardea Thurston-Shaine, 
Brian Tang, Craig A. Taylor, Joshua Taylor, Michael Thomasson, 
Marna Towne (MTw), Nancy Tikalsky, Jenny Vogt, Randy L. Vo-
gel, Ann Whitney, Adam Woodis (AWo), Barbara C. Williams, 
Benjamin M. Winger, Cheryl Wiest, Christine L. Williamson, 
Darrel Wilder, Dan Wylie (DWy), David E. Willard, Daniel T. 
Williams, Jr., Emily Walker, Eric W. Walters, Geoffrey A. Wil-
liamson, Jason D. Weckstein, Jeffery W. Walk, Kristin Wegner, 
Matthew Wistrand, Matthew J. Winks, Scott A. Woolbright, Tony 
Ward, Ted Wolff (TWf), William Wood, Aaron Yetter, Leslie Yo-
shitani, Debbie & Ed Zaborski (D&EZ), Jerry Zamirowski (JeZ), 
Jody Zamirowski (JoZ), Susan Zelek.

 
 
 

EA = earliest arrival(s)
MC = maximum count(s)
LD = latest departure(s)
* = documented record
♂/♀ = male/female
♪ = singing
m.ob. = many observers
:ph = photographed
spec(s) = specimen(s)
ad(s) = adult(s)
imm(s) = immature(s)
juv(s) = juvenal(s)/juvenile(s)
1st /2nd /...   = first plumage cycle/ 
       second plumage cycle/...

CA = Conservation Area
Cem = Cemetery
Co(s) = County (Counties)
Crk = Creek
FP = Forest Preserve
FS = Field Station
FWA = Fish and Wildlife Area
L = Lake
L&D = Lock & Dam
NC = Nature Center
NF = National Forest
NP = Nature Preserve
NWR = National Wildlife  
      Refuge

P = Park
Pr = Prairie
R = River
Res = Reservoir
SCA = State Conservation Area
SF = State Forest
SFWA = State Fish and Wildlife Area
SNA = State Natural Area
SP = State Park
Twp = Township
Wds = Woods
WMA = Wildlife Management Area
WTP = Water Treatment Plant 
yg = young

The following abbreviations have been used throughout this report:

Aroma Park = Aroma Park (Kankakee Co)
BakersL = Bakers Lake, Barrington (Cook Co)
Bellrose Rsv = Frank Bellrose Waterfowl Reserve (Pulaski Co)
Bloomington = Bloomington (McLean Co)
BraidwoodL = Braidwood (Will Co)
BurnhamP = Burnham Park, Chicago (Cook Co)
BuseyWds = Busey Woods, Urbana (Champaign Co)
CalumetP = Calumet Park, Chicago (Cook Co)
CarlL-B  = Carlyle Lake (Bond Co)
CarlL-C  = Carlyle Lake (Clinton Co)
CarlL-F  = Carlyle Lake (Fayette Co)
CBG  = Chicago Botanic Garden, Glencoe (Cook Co)
Champaign = Champaign (Champaign Co)
Chau  = Lake Chautauqua National Wildlife Refuge  
       (Mason Co)
Chi  = Chicago (Cook Co)
ClinL = Clinton Lake (DeWitt Co)
COLSP = Chain-o-Lakes State Park (Lake Co)
ColumbusP = Columbus Park, Chicago (Cook Co)
CONWR = Crab Orchard National Wildlife Refuge  
       (Williamson Co)
CrystalLP = Crystal Lake Park, Champaign (Champaign Co)
DouglasP = Douglas Park, Chicago (Cook Co)

The following abbreviations for place names have been used throughout this report:
AMAX Wabash Mine   =   AMAX Coal Company Wabash Mine, Keensburg (Wabash Co)

DYNL = Dick Young/Nelson Lake Forest Preserve  
       (Kane Co)
ECapeGir = East Cape Girardeau (Alexander Co)
EForkL = East Fork Lake (Richland Co)
Elsen's Hill = Elsen's Hill area, West DuPage Woods  
       Forest Preserve (DuPage Co)
Emiquon = The Nature Conservancy Emiquon Preserve  
       (Fulton Co)
EPSTP = El Paso Sewage Treatment Plant, El Paso  
       (Woodford Co)
ESTL = East St. Louis (St Clair Co)
EwingP = Ewing Park, Bloomington (McLean Co)
Fermi = Fermilab (DuPage Co)
Ferne Clyffe SP = Ferne Clyffe State Park (Johnson Co)
FishHatchery = Jake Wolf Memorial Fish Hatchery (Mason Co)
Ft. Massac = Ft. Massac State Park (Massac Co)
GillsonP = Gillson Park, Wilmette (Cook Co)
GLPSNA = Goose Lake Prairie State Natural Area  
       (Grundy Co)
GrantP = Grant Park, Chicago (Cook Co)
GLNTC = Great Lakes Naval Training Center (Lake Co)
GreenR = Green River Conservation Area (Lee Co)
GreeneVal = Greene Valley Forest Preserve (DuPage Co)

ald (SFz), Sherree Denise Farmer, Tyler D. Funk, Aaron Gyllen-
haal, Amy Gaunt (AGa), Andrew Gilbert (AGi), Allen Gathman 
(AGn), Andrea Gustafson (AGu), Benjamin Guo, Brad Grover 
(BGr), Ethan Gyllenhaal, Evan Glynn (EGn), Eric D. Gyllenhaal, 
Glenn Gabanski, Jerry Goldner, Judy Groskind (JGr), Kimberly 
Grein, Larry Granat, Nathan Goldberg, Steve Gent, Brian W. 
Herriott, Caleb Hawley, Cary D. Hillegonds, C. Leroy Harrison, 
Dustin Holschuh, Don Hartzler (DHz), Eric Howe, Frank R. 
Holmes, Glen Hawley, Gary Hantsbarger (GHn), Heath Michael 
Hagy, Jeffrey Hartz, James Hamilton (JHa), Jake Hennig (JHe), 
Justin Hopkins (JHo), Jed B. Hertz, James E. Hampson, Kanae 
Hirabayashi, Kelly Hieronymus (KHi), Lea Henz, Luke Haber-
korn (LHa), Matt Hale, Michael Hogg (MHg), Mark Hurley 
(MHu), Nancy Hood, Nancy Huck (NHu), Robert D. Hughes, R. 
Given Harper, Stephen Hager, Steven J. Huggins, Ted Hartzler, 
Tyler Hallman (THa), David B. Johnson, Rhetta Jack, Bill Koch, 
Char Knudsen, Craig & Olivia Kruse (C&OK), Debra Koss, Dan 
M. Kassebaum, Davida W. Kalida, Jason Kay, Katy Krigbaum, 
Kevin Kaltenbach (KKa), Lana Krutsinger, Lawrence J. Krutu-
lis, Nikhil Kumaranayagam, Rob Kanter, Scott Kuiper, Sandra 
Kroll (SKr), Veronica Kelly, Brendon Lake, Cyndi Lubecki, Don 
Lowe, Eric Lundquist, Gregory S. Lambeth, Joshua Little, Ju-
lie Long (JLo), John C. Longhenry, John P. Leonard, Joseph W. 
Lill, Karen M. Lund, Mark Luscombe, Peter E. Lowther, Rich 
Laramore, Sherry Leonardo, Thomas B. Lally, Anita L. Morgan, 
Benjamin Murphy, Brenda Miller (BMi), Bill Morris (BMo), 
Charlene Malone, Chris McCreedy (CMc), Carolyn A. Marsh, 
Cynthia K. McKee, Don Mullison, David Marjamaa (DMa), D. 
James Mountjoy, Eric Myers, Fran R. Morel, Jane Materson, 
Jim Malone (JMa), Jeannie Morse (JMo), Jim Mordacq (JMq),  
Jason Mullins (JMu), Keith A. McMullen, Karen K. Mansfield, 
Leo Miller, Luis G. Muñoz, Mike Mulcahy, Marion Miller 

(MMi), Michael A. Madsen, Matt McKim-Louder, Nick Minor, 
Neil McLaughlin (NMc), Pete A. Moxon, Regina McNulty, Rob-
ert A. Morgan, Sue Merchant, Stephen Mitten (SMi), Travis A. 
Mahan, Trina B. Matous, Vera Miller, Walter J. Marcisz, Joan I. 
Norek, Jill N. Niland, Kenneth Neighbors, Altivo Overo, Cindy 
Owsley, Dayton Osland, Glenn Perricone, Joseph Phipps, John 
Pohl (JoP), Janine Polk (JaP), James D. Paar, John H. Purcell, 
Phyllis J. Petrilli, Shawn Pfautsch, Wendy Paulson, Adam M. 
Reyburn, Bob Randall, J.D. Russell, Kevin B. Richmond, Lane 
Richter, Lisa Rest (LRe), Melissa Ricketts, Michael L. P. Retter, 
Phil J. Reyburn, Rhonda S. Rothrock, Scott Rose, Tony Rother-
ing, Wolfe Repass, William M. Rudden, Anne Straight, Adam Sell 
(ASe), Alan F. Stokie, Andrew P. Sigler, Brian Smith, Bev Sey-
ler (BSe), Brandon Stehl (BSt), Beau J. Schaefer, Craig Stettner, 
Carolyn Schlueter (CSr), Chris Swisegood (CSw), Dave Spleha, 
Dave Stagman (DSt), Douglas F. Stotz, Eric E. Secker, Hans 
Spiecker, Joe Suchecki, Jason Schnorr (JSr), Jessica Suda (JSu), 


