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1999 Spring Migration Field Notes---------------------

Red-throated Loon 
EA: 26-27 Mar (basic plumage), Pistakee L, Chain-0-Lakes SP (Lake/ 
McHenry Cos) (*DJ, RAM et al.). 

Common Loon 
EA: ?Feb, CarLL (Co?) (KM); 27Feb (2), NewtonL (Jasper Co) (JW eta!.); 
17 Mar, Rockford (DW); 19 Mar, Clin.L (RC). MC: 13, Clin.L, 27 Mar 
(RC); 11, Evanston, 18 Apr (JE); 10, CrabOr, 9 Apr (KM). LD: 25 May, 
Rockford (DW); 22 May, CarLL (Fayette Co) (DK); 20 May, Farmer City 
(De Witt Co) (RC). Weather patterns suggest thatthe February arrival dates 
may represent true migrants rather than overwintering birds. 

Pied-billed Grebe 
EA: 24 Feb, Heyworth (McLean Co) (TEB); 13 Mar, CarLL (DK); 17 Mar 
(2) , Shab.L (DJS); 20 Mar (2), JP (KC). MC: 54, LCal, 21 Apr (DFS); 45, 
CypCrk, 7 Apr (KM); 22, JP, 23 Apr (KC, PC). LD: 9 May, JP (PC); 2 May 
(6), Kidd L (DK). 

Horned Grebe 
EA: 1 Feb, HL (KM); 15 Feb, Chi (JL); 27 Feb (3), LBloomington (McLean 
Co) (MLR); 6 Mar, Rock Cut SP (Winnebago Co) (DW). MC: 36, HL, 22 
Mar (KM); 19, Calumet Park, LCal, 31 Mar(DFS). LD: 27 Apr, JP (PC); 26 
Apr, Union Co (KM); 23 Apr, Chau (R&SBj). 

Eared Grebe 
EA: 13 Mar, Clin.L (RC). MC: 4 (breeding plumage), Arcola, 23 Apr (RC). 
LD: 1 May, Arcola (RC). 

Western Grebe 
EA: 23 Mar & 27-28 Mar, JP (KC, PC, AFS). Only the third March record 
in the past decade; most recent spring sightings are confined to May. 

American White Pelican 
EA: 27Feb (15), Sante Fe township (Clinton Co) (DK); 1 Mar (40), Grassy 
L (Union Co) (KM). MC: Aerial surveys of lL R valley from Chillicothe to 
Spring Valley (spanning Marshall and Putnam Cos) yielded a record spring 
high count of2193 on 31 Mar, and other noteworthy highs of1630 on 7 Apr, 
1450 on 25 Mar (JRs fide C&JMc). Other maximum counts: 1771, Chan and 
Clear L (Mason Co), 8 Apr (R&SBj)-record high count for site; 750, 
Monroe Co, 27 Mar - 5 Apr (DK); 400, Grassy L (Union Co), 1 Apr (KM); 
350, UCCA, 7 Mar ("'DM, LM). LD: 29 May (10), Union Co (KM, lOS); 21 
May (2) , lL R near Spring Valley (Bureau Co) (JH). Explosive increases in 
the past decade render the status cited in Bohlen's 1989 Birds of Illinois not 
currently valid. 
NEOTROPIC CORMORANT 
EA: 11 May - end of period (subad.), Crabtree L, Barrington (Cook Co) 
("'CW, *CF, m.ob.). Tenth state record. 

Double-crested Cormorant 
EA: 1 Mar (8), Horseshoe L CA (Alexander Co) (KM); 18 Mar (6), Bakers 
L, Barrington (Cook Co) (CF). MC: 2429, Chau, 8 Apr (R&SBj) ; 2300, 
Donnelley State FWA (Putnam Co), 22 Apr (JH); 1867, Riverdale quarry 
(Cook Co), 18 Apr (WM, KW); 1000, CarLL, 27 Mar (DK); 732, JP, 24 Apr 
(KC,PC). LD: 5Jun (lO),Evanston(EW); 30May(6), KiddL(DK); 20May 
(7), East Homer (Vermilion Co) (JOS). Big increases continue. 

American Bittern 
EA: 29 Mar, Pr.Rdg (JW, EK); 10 Apr, M.View (MLR); 10 Apr, Clin.L (Du 
Page Co Audubon Society, fide RC); 25 Apr, Powder Horn L, LCal (WM). 
MC: 5, Pr.Rdg. 5 May (JW, EK); 3. Arcola, 9 May (RC); 2, Oakwood 
Bottoms (Jackson Co) , 17 Apr (KM); 2, Decatur, 10 May (MD). LD: 16 
May, CBG (AA et al.); 14 May, no. Williamson Co (LS); 10 May, Decatur 
(MD); 8 May, Rockford (DW). 
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Least Bittern 
EA: 17 Apr (2), Old Ben No. 25 Mine (Franklin Co) (LS); 7 May, Searle 
Park, Rockford (RM); 11-15 May, Garden Prairie (Boone Co) (DW). MC: 
l!.. Kidd L, 2 May (DK)- apparently the only count for spring in excess of 
4 birds. LD: 30 May, Kidd L (DK); 16 May, Montrose (MLR, GW). 

Great Blue Heron 
EA (north): 16 Feb (8), Bakers L, Barrington (Cook Co) (CF); 20 Feb, Fox 
Rat Elgin (Kane Co) (DFS). MC: 380, Clear L colony (Mason Co), 8 Apr 
(R&SBj); 150, CarLL (Fayette Co), 27 Mar(DK); 85, CypCrk, 26 Apr (KM); 
49, Chau, 6 May (R&SBj). 

Great Egret 
EA: 6 Mar, East St. Louis (St. Clair Co) (DK)-second earliest lL arrival 
date; 21 Mar, Channahon (Will Co) (DFS) ; 23 Mar, LCal (WM); 10 Apr, 
Henline Pit near Colfax (McLean Co) (MLR). MC: 52, LCal, 13 Apr (WM); 
50, CypCrk, 26 Apr (KM); 40, Bakers L, Barrington (Cook Co), 7 Apr (CF); 
31, Jake Wolf Memorial Fish Hatchery Ponds (Mason Co), 6 May (R&SBj). 
LD: 13 Jun, JP (KC). 

Snowy Egret 
EA: 29 Mar, Sauget (St. Clair Co) (KM)-ties second earliest lL arrival 
date; 3 Apr, UCCA (DK). MC: 10, St. Clair Co, 8 Apr (KM); 10, Kidd L, 
2 May (DK). LD: 16 May, Evanston (AA et al.). 

Little Blue Heron 
EA: 29 Mar, Sauget (St. Clair Co) (KM); 18 Apr (ad.), Hyde L wetlands, 
LCal (WM); 1 May, Angler's L, Bloomington (McLean Co) (MLR). MC: 
32, St. Clair Co, 7 May (KM); 16, Oakwood Bottoms (Jackson Co), 22 Apr 
(C&JMc); 7, UCCA, 3 Apr (DK); 4, Jake Wolf Memorial Fish Hatchery 
Ponds (Mason Co), 23 Apr (R&SBj); 2, Hyde L wetlands, LCal, 16 May 
(AA, WM). LD: into Jun (2), LCal (WM); 30 May (ad.), Urbana (RC et al.). 

TRICOLORED HERON 
EA: 7 Apr (ad.) , Montrose (""RDH-ph., JHP)- record early arrivalfor IL. 
LD: 29 May, East Cape Girardeau (Alexander Co) (*MD, •:•DK, AS). 
Twenty-fourth and twenty-fifth spring records. 

Cattle Egret 
EA: 28 Mar, East St. Louis (St. Clair Co) (KM); 17 Apr, St. Joseph 
(Champaign Co) (RC). MC: 190, St. Clair Co, 29 Apr (KM); 35, Mississippi 
R dike at Union Co, 23 Apr (C&JMc); 12, se. Boone Co, 13 May (WS). LD: 
6 Jun. JP (PC); 31 May, LCal (WM, EW, DFS); 11 May. Decatur (MD). 
Green Heron 
EA: 2 Apr, Donnelley State FWA (Putnam Co) (JH); 8 Apr, Frank Holten 
SP (St. Clair Co) (KM); 10 Apr, M.View (MLR); 10 Apr, Urbana (RC) ; 21 
Apr, JP (PC). MC: 12, JP, 18 May (KC, PC); 6, Mermet L, 30 May (KM, 
lOS). LD: 1 Jun, GrantP (DFS). 

Black-crowned Night-Heron 
EA: 22 Mar (8), HL (KM); 28 Mar (2 ad.) , JP (PC, DFS); 1 May, Arcola 
(RC). MC: 808 (dispersing from roost), LCal, 22 Apr (WM); 82, JP, 27 May 
(PC); 12, HL, 17 May (KM). LD: 15 May, Arcola (RC). Large numbers in 
ne. lL continuing into June. 

Yellow-crowned Night-Heron 
EA: 28 Mar (2), Oakwood Bottoms (Jackson Co) (KM, RSM); 30 Mar, 
Granite City (Madison Co) (FH). MC: 4 , Oakwood Bottoms (Jackson Co), 
22 Apr (C&JMc). No reports outside so. lL. 
WHITE-FACED IBIS 
EA: 27 Apr (ad.), south of Rochester (Sangamon Co) (*PW-ph.)- 17th lL 
spring record. 
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