
Great Black-backed Gull 
EA: 14 Mar (lst year), JP (PC). LD: 10 May-6 Jun (1st year), 
Wauk (EW, RB, m.ob); 8-10 May (lst year), Chi (RH, m.ob). 
Scattered reports of singles in Apr and May from LMich. One 
inland record: 22 Mar, Boone Co (AB). 

BLACK-LEGGED KITTIWAKE 
LD: 4 May (l st summer), no. Kane Co (*AS) (see seasonal 
highlights); 8 Mar (1st summer), Clin.L, (*RC). Seventh and 8th 
IL spring records. 

GULL-BILLED TERN 
30May,Wauk(*EW,m.ob,ph.).FIRSTADEQUATELYDOC
UMENTED IL RECORD. See separate article in this issue. 

Caspian Tern 
EA: 3 Apr, JP (*PC) - ties previous 
early arrival date for IL; 12 Apr, JP 
(PC); 19 Apr (2), Danville (RC); 5 
May,CarLL(KM,DK,JD). MC:217, 
JP, 3 May (PC) - all-time record high 
count; 145,Evanston,29-30Apr(EW); 
54, Evanston, 22 May (EW) - a late 
concentration. LD: 18 May, CarLL 
(KM). Some LMich. records into June 
may involve summering birds. The 
seasonal abundance of this species ap
pears to be changing, and since 1993 
the spring high counts along LMich. 
have exceeded those of fall. 

Common Tern 
EA: 27 Apr, Clin.L (MD); 27 Apr (2), 
Chi (JL). MC: 575, Wauk, 14 May 
(EW); 70, CarLL, 18 May (KM). LD: 
5Jun, Wilmette(EW); 2Jun, Heyworth 
(MF,TB); 28 May (8), CarLL (DK). 

ARCTIC TERN 

--·--

Two Forster's Terns on Waukegan 
Beach, Lake County. Late date 2 
June 1997. Photo by Eric Walters. 

Yellow-billed Cuckoo 
EA: 29 Apr (2), Mackinaw (MF); 12 May 
(2),ClintonCo(KM,DK); 17May,Mahomet 
(RC, GL, EC); 20 May, Mattieson SP (La 
Salle Co) (C&JMc). MC: 3, CarLL, 23 May 
(KM). LD: 20 Jun, JP (KC); 12 Jun (2), Chi 
(KHi); 28 May (2), CarLL (DK). 

G r eat Horned Owl 
EA: 9 Mar, JP (PC). LD: 29 Apr, JP (TJ). 

Snowy Owl 
LD: up to 5 Apr, Chi (Miegs Airport) (GW, 
CA); 1 Mar (2), LaSalle L (C&JMc). 

Long-eared Owl EA: 31 May (ad), Wauk (*DB, *RC, 
'''MD, '''DK, m.ob). LD: 14-16 Jun 
(sub.ad.), Wauk- (new bird; had faint 
gray carpal bar and dark forehead) (SH, 
ph., m.ob). Fourth and 5th 1L records. 
See seasonal highlights. 

Great Black-backed Gull in molt. Late day 
6 June 1997. Waukegan Beach. Photo by 

LD: 19 Apr, Chi (Montrose) (GW, JL); 10 
Mar, CarLL (DK). 

Short-eared Owl 

Eric Walters. 

Forster's Tern 
EA: 1 Apr (3), Sang.L (MD); 16 Apr (3), Evanston (1M); 16 Apr (2), 
Crystal Lake (RBa). MC: 174, Evanston, 10 May (EW, JE, IM); 105, 
Chi, 7 May (EW); 60, CarLL, 7 May (KM); 25, MermetL CA, 8 May 
(VK, DMi). LD: 5 Jun, Wilmette (EW); 25 May (3), Mermet L CA 
(KM eta!.). 

Least Tern 
EA: "likely arrived by 1 May" (KM). MC: 15, Massac Co, 25 May 
(KM et al.); 2, extreme sw. Jackson Co, 24 May (C&JMc). 

Black Tern 
EA: 3 May (2) , Heyworth (MF, TB); 3 May, Mahomet (RC); 7 May 
(4), Nelson Lake Marsh (Kane Co) (EW); 9 May (2), M.Arb (EW). 
MC: 60, CarLL, 18 May (KM); 35, MermetLCA, 8 May (VK, DMi); 
15, Heyworth, 4 May (MF, TB). LD: 31 May (5), DelMonte Ponds, 
Mendota (C&JMc eta!.); 26 May (7), Heyworth (MF, TB). Others: 13 
May (5), Rock Cut SP (DW). 

Mourning Dove. 
MC: 20, CarLL, 10 Mar (DK); 18, JP, 29 Apr (PC). 

Black-billed Cuckoo 
EA: 8 May, JP (KHa, PC eta!.); 10 May, Adams Co (KV); 17 May, 
Monticello (Piatt Co) (RC, GL, EC). LD: 18Jun, JP(JR, DA); 25 May, 
CarLL (DK). Both Cuckoos migrated late and in poornumbers. Some 
observers expressed concern over evident decline of both species in 
recent years. 
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LD: 15 Apr, Chi (Montrose) (GW); 5 Apr, 
Palatine (Hamilton Reservoir) (CF); 27 
Mar, JP (PC); 26 Mar, L Bloomington 

(McLean Co) (MF); 11 Mar, Middle fork (RC). 

Northern Saw-whet Owl 
LD: 29 Mar, JP (*PC, m.ob); 8 Mar (overwintering bird), Allerton 
Park (Piatt Co) (MD). No other reports. 

Common Nighthawk 
EA: 3 May, CONWR (KM); 8 May (7), Urbana (RC); 9 May (3), 
Palatine (Hamilton Reservoir) (CF). MC: 33, Palos, 22May (WS); 20, 
Belleville (St. Clair Co), 17 May (DK); 12, Rockford, 19 May (DW). 

Chuck-will's-widow 
EA: 26 Apr, se. Saline Co (JD). Others: 25 May, Lake Murphysboro 
SP (Jackson Co), 25 May (KM). MC: 8 (single-party count), Union 
Co, 10 May (VK, MBo). 

Whip-poor-will 
EA: 2 Apr (6), se. Saline Co (JD); 18 Apr, CONWR (KM); 3 May, 
ColesCo(VCfideBH);4May(male) , JP(PCetal.). MC: lO, Manon 
Co, 12 May (KM); 7, near Durand (Winnebago Co), 10 May (DW); 
6, IBSP, 19 May (EW); 6, se. Saline Co, 2 Apr(JD); 5, Mahomet and 
Urbana, 11 May (RC, GL). LD: 18 May (male), JP (PC). 

Chimney Swift 
EA: 3 Apr (5), Belleville (St. Clair Co) (DK); 24 Apr, Bushnell 
(McDonough Co) (LH); 26 Apr (2), JP (PC eta!.)- record late arrival 
for site. MC: 200, O'Fallon (St. Clair Co), 18 May (KM); 180, JP, 2 
Jun (PC). 

Meadowlark 


