
Winter Field Notes 
Due by 7 March (1 Dec through 28 Feb)

Send to:  Michael Hogg 
3710 Torrey Pines Pky, Northbrook, IL 60062-3106

email: mhkiwi@aol.com

Spring Field Notes 
Due by 7 June (1 Mar through 31 May)

Send to: Geoffrey Williamson
4046 N. Clark St., Chicago, IL 60613

email: geoffrey.williamson@comcast.net

Breeding Season Field Notes 
Due by 7 August (1 June through 31 July)

Send to: Steven D. Bailey
967 Braeburn Road, Mundelein, IL 60060

email: sdbailey@illinois.edu

Fall Season Field Notes 
Due by 7 December (1 Aug through 30 Nov)

Send to: David B. Johnson
504 Crown Point Drive 

Buffalo Grove, IL 60089
email: djohnsoda@comcast.net 
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Send Seasonal Reports to: Submission Information
 We welcome manuscripts, photographs, and 
illustrations for possible publication in Meadowlark.

 Article topics include unusual bird sightings and 
nesting accounts, technical papers on bird research, and 
other articles such as bird finding guides and field iden-
tification tips. Joy of birding articles will be considered.

 We require manuscripts via email in Word format 
with camera ready figures, illustrations and tables. 
Email to editor. 

 We prefer digital or electronic files of at least 200 
dpi. Email to editor.

 Include name, address, and day and night time 
phone numbers. Other pertinent information about your 
qualifications and background is also helpful.

 We reserve the right to review and edit articles 
according to style, grammar, accuracy, and readability.

Send articles, photographs, illustrations & inquiries to: 

Sheryl De Vore, Chief Editor
967 Braeburn, Mundelein, IL 60060
email: sheryl.devore@comcast.net

As I write this, spring seems far away – in both directions! It’s 
the tail end of October, and a major low pressure system is howling 
into Illinois from Kansas, bringing with it some extremely powerful 
northeasterly winds, bitter cold, and perhaps our first snow of the 
season. Predicted wave heights in Lake Michigan are up to 20 feet! 
Should the long range forecasts prove to be accurate, we’re about 
to experience the second winter in a polar vortex weather pattern, 
causing most if not all of the Great Lakes to freeze over, leaving only 
very limited open water for wintering waterfowl, loons and grebes.

So what does that have to do with spring? Even with all the  
complexities of bird migration, it distills down into a simple fact:  
All those birds that went north to breed have to head south to sur-
vive, so they can come back north next year to breed once again.  
For many species of waterfowl, plus some loons and grebes, the 
south end of Lake Michigan is their winter destination when they 
head south in late fall. To both scaup species, Long-tailed Ducks, 
 the three scoter species, mergansers, Horned Grebes and a fair 
number of loons – both Common and Red-throated – Lake Michigan 
is a tropical paradise.  Well, that might be a slight exaggeration, but 
large numbers of these birds spend most winters foraging for fish, 
invertebrates and submergent vegetation

If the big lake freezes, so will the smaller lakes and impound-
ments farther south in Illinois. Last year the U.S. Fish and Wildlife 
Service was scheduled to do another winter waterfowl survey of all 
the Great Lakes, part of a multiyear study. It was canceled because 
there was little to no open water, and hence, no waterfowl on the 
Great Lakes. Some long term climate change models suggest the 
polar vortex might become the rule rather than the exception, with 
unpredictable but perhaps negative effects on the many waterbirds 
using the Great Lakes as their winter home.

When the next issue of Meadowlark arrives in your mailbox early 
next year, a new IOS member will author the president’s letter. This 
is my last letter as president.

The nominating committee is gearing up to present a slate of  
officers and directors to the IOS Board, for a vote in January 2015. 
The lifeblood of IOS is our dedicated membership, the effort and 
support you provide and the volunteers who lead field trips, serve on 
committees and promote IOS initiatives such as the Illinois Young 
Birders, the IOS grants and the seasonal reports.

For me, it’s been an exciting and I think productive five years as 
president, participating in the changes that carry IOS forward and 
strengthen this group’s ability to perform its mission. I offer my 
heartfelt thanks to the IOS leadership team who have worked with 
me over these last 60 months. There are too many names to mention, 
but you know who you are. I’m grateful for your support and hard 
work on IOS’s behalf.

Robert Fisher

President's Message: 


