Benedictis 1994), hence the quota-
tion marks around the Latin species
name ‘risoria.” It may also have been
partially derived from the European
Collared Dove (Streptopelia deca-
octo) (American Ornithologists’
Union 1983). While the Brookfield
birds undoubtedly arose from escaped
or released domestic Ringed Turtle-
Doves, it is unclear which of these
two possible wild progenitors are their
ancestors. A comparison of the field
marks of the African and European
Collared Doves with the birds ob-
served in Brookfield yields conflict-
ing results (Table 1, page 16). While
more of the evidence points to an
African origin for the Brookfield
birds (neck collar, primaries, lower
belly, undertail coverts, and lack of
call) there is also some evidence for
European origins (body, upper side
of tail, size). Finally, the fact that
both songs have been heard in this
population over time adds to the
confusion, and suggests that at least
where the Brookfield birds are con-

cerned both the African and Euro-
pean Collared doves have contrib-
uted genetically to the ancestors of
the Ringed Turtle-Dove.

Regardless of the ultimate origin
of the Ringed Turtle-Dove, it is now
an entirely domestic bird and no natu-
ral populations are found anywhere
(DeBenedictis 1994), though numer-
ous naturalized populations have
been established around the world
from escaped or deliberately released
birds. In the United States these pop-
ulations have been found in Califor-
nia, Florida, and Alabama (LLong
1981, Lever 1987). It should be noted
that both Long and Lever mix ac-
counts of Barbary doves (Ringed
Turtle-Doves) in with their more
general accounts of “Collared Doves”
(which both identify as Strepropelia
decaocto), further demonstrating the
taxonomic uncertainty surrounding
these species. In fact, the Ringed
Turtle-Doves in Florida are appar-
ently being replaced by European
Collared Doves, and there is some

evidence of hybridization at St. Pe-
tersburg (DeBenedictis 1994).

The continuing appearance of
white and pied birds hints at the on-
going release of captive bred birds,
though it should be noted that the
Brookfield Zoo does not keep any
Streptopelia species in its collection
(and has not for at least 20 years) so
the birds did not originate at the zoo.
However, the Brookfield population
appears to be at least partially self-
sustaining. Nestshave been observed
for years at Brookfield Zoo, and
juveniles have appeared at feeders
in the village of Brookfield. Time
will tell whether this bird is persis-
tent enough to form a breeding and
fully self-sustaining population in
Illinois, and therefore become a
“countable” species. Meanwhile,
when on a visit to Brookfield Zoo or
to the village of Brookfield, be sure
to examine each “Mourning Dove”
you see — you may actually be ob-
serving a Ringed Turtle-Dove.

Literature Cited:

American Ornithologists’ Union.
1983. Check-list of North American
Birds, sixth edition. Lawrence, KS:
Allen Press, Inc.

DeBenedictis, Paul. 1994.
Ringed Turtle-Doves versus Eurasian
Collared-Doves. Birding 26(3): 199.

Farrand, John Jr. (editor). 1983.
The Audubon Society Master Guide
to Birding, 2: Gulls to Dippers. New
York: Alfred A. Knopf, Inc.

Goodwin, Derek. 1983. Pigeons

and Doves of the World. Ithaca: Com-
stock, Cornell University Press.

Heinzel, Hermann, Richard Fitter
and John Parslow. 1972. The Birds of
Britain and Europe with North Africa
and the Middle East. London: Will-
iam Collins Sons & Co. Ltd.

18

Hollom, P.A.D., R.F. Porter, S.
Christensen and Ian Willis. 1988.
Birds of the Middle East and North
Africa: aCompanion Guide. Vermil-
lion, SD: Buteo Books.

Jonsson, Lars. 1992. Birds of
Europe with North Africa and the
Middle East. Princeton: Princeton
University Press.

Lever, Christopher. 1987.
Natualized Birds of the World.
Harlow, UK: Longman Scientific &
Technical.

Long, JohnL. 1981. Introduced
Birds of the World. New York: Uni-
verse Books.

Mackworth-Praed, C.W. and

C.H.B. Grant. 1952. Birds of Eastern
and North-Eastern Africa, Volume 1.

London: Longmans, Green and Co.

Peterson, Roger Tory, Guy
Mountfort and P.A.D. Hollom.
1993. A Field Guide to Birds of
Britain and Europe, fifth edition.
Boston: Houghton Mifflin Company.

Sibley, Charles G. and Burt L.
Monroe Jr. 1990. Distribution and
Taxonomy of Birds of the World.
New Haven: Yale University Press.

Urban, Emil K., C. Hilary Fry
and Stuart Keith (editors). 1986. The
Birds of Africa, Volume III: Parrots
to Woodpeckers. London: Academic
Press.

—Nancy Bent
Brookfield Zoo

8400 West 31st St.
Brookfield, IL 60513

Meadowlark




