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Breeding Attempt 

by Eric Seeker and Eric Walters 
Nothing seemed out of the ordinary 25 May 2002 at 

the west side of the Morton Arboretum, parking lot #23, 
in DuPage County. The male Yellow-throated Warbler 
(Dendroica dominica), present since 20 April, was again 
actively singing in a tall sycamore tree. A female, pres
ent for nearly three weeks, was foraging nearby. But 
what 's this? Eric Seeker observes her carrying a large 
clump of sycamore seed stems into nearby larch trees. 
Could this be the onset of nest building? Unfortunately, 
she wasn't found again that day. The next day, 26 May, 
at 5:30pm, the female was again located flying into the 
same tree. Seeker pointed his binoculars up near the top 
of the larch to observe the female's movement. She was 
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Wild Birds Unlimited; various store locations 
throughout the U.S. and Canada (800-326-4WBU). Web 
site: http://www.wbu.com. 
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Two pairs and a nest: 
Yellow-throated Warblers 

in northeastern Illinois 

working on and then sitting on a nest, the f irst one 
recorded for this species in Du Page County. 

Yellow-throated Warblers are common summer res
idents in southern Illinois, decreasing northward 
(Bohlen 1989). However, they also are locally common 
in northwestern Illinois. This species prefers nesting in 
tall trees, especially sycamores, and also cypress and 
pines in southern Illinois (Bohlen 1989). In Winnebago 
County, (north-central Illinois), an extensive river sys
tem containing river bottom forest dotted by sycamores 
and introduced white pines attracts breeding Yellow
throated Warblers (Williams 1992). Walters has found 
Yellow-throated Warblers recently in their established 
strongholds at Carroll County's Mississippi Palisades 
State Park (2 territories), Winnebago County's Sugar 
River Forest Preserve (2 territories) and Ogle County's 
Lowden-Miller State Forest (6 territories) . 

When it comes to northeastern Illinois, where fewer 
habitat exists, there are very few summer records. A 
summering male was recorded at Wright Woods in Lake 
County 2001 (pers. comm. D. Johnson and S. DeVore); 
but no female was found and no nesting attempts were 
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