
President's Message 

You're new to Illinois, a begin­
ning birder, or want to find a 
LeConte's Sparrow in the state. No 
problem. Just get your book, "A 
Bird Finding and Site Guide to llli­
nois." But there is no such book on 
your birding shelves. fu fact, one 
doesn't exist. 

WhenweorganizediOS, wedis­
cussed someday publishing a site 
guideforlllinois. Similar books ex­
ist for nearby states such as Minne­
sota and Wisconsin. These guides 
help intrepid birders find the spe­
cies they seek and also introduce 
them to new sites. 

Perhaps it is time to begin think­
ing of a way to approach such a 
project for Illinois. A comprehen­
sive guide would take a team of 
people to organize information and 
write, publish, and distribute the 
book. The process could take years 
to complete. Nevertheless, if you 
wish such a guide existed and are 
excited about becoming involved, 
let me know. Someday you may 
have the pleasure of sitting back in 
your favorite chair reading the book 
that you played a part in helping 
create. 

About our cover: 
Staff illustrator Brian K. Willis drew 

the Cooper's Hawk at a nest site. Fea­
tured in this issue is an article about a 
successful nesting of Cooper's Hawk in 
Jackson Park near downtown Chicago. 
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Articles 
First Hybridization Attempt 
Between A Violet-green Swallow and Tree Swallow 

-Lee Johnson and William Mosko 

Immature Cooper's Hawks Nest in Chicago 
-Paul R. Clyne 

First Confirmed Nesting of Black-necked Stilt in Illinois 
- Todd Fink and Cynthia McKee 

A Relationship Between Songbird Breeding Success, 
Small Mammal Abundance, and Fragmented Forests 
in Eastern Pennsylvania 

-Gopaul Noojibail 

Nesting Pied-billed Grebes at Crabtree Marsh 
- Annalee Fjellberg and Adam Fikso 

A Cup of Prothonotary Warblers 
- Karen A Forcum 

Departments 
Avian Archives 

• New Early Records of Western Kingbird in Illinois 
• Correction of Great Gray Owl Record in Illinois 

- C.T. (Ted) Black 

Bird Finding Guide 
• Rare Summer Birds of the Lowden-Miller State Forest: 

Is this really Illinois? 

• First Nests of Black -throated Green Warbler in Illinois 

- Scott K. Robinson 

Feeder Station 
Providing Water for Birds 

- Dean Bolton 

Seasonal Highlights/Breeding Season 1994 
New Double-crested Cormorant Colony, Common Snipe, 
Western Kingbird, Chestnut-sided Warbler, 
Yellow-throated Warbler 

Field Notes 
The 1994 Breeding Season 

- Vernon Kleen 
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