
the peregrines still face. 

Scientists remain concerned that 
although DDT has been banned in 
the United States, the Peregrine Fal
cons and other birds of prey remain 
exposed to the chemical. Migratory 
birds which breed in the north-cen
tral United States and Canada over
winter in Central and South America, 
countries where American-made 
DDT is sold and used. These birds 
accumulate DDT in their bodies, mi
grate north and pass through or breed 
in areas near resident falcons . The 
falcons feed on these migratory birds, 
thus also accumulating DDT in their 
bodies. The presence of Lake Michi
gan, which attracts migratory birds to 
its shores, increases the exposure of 
Chicago peregrines to DDT -contami
nated prey. The falcons also prey 
upon birds that eat fish and inverte
brates contaminated by polychlori
nated biphenols (PCBs) in Lake 
Michigan. For example, some spe
cies the Chicago peregrines were 
observed preying upon include; Pied
billed Grebe (Podilymbus podiceps ), 
American Coot (Fulica americana), 
Monk Parakeet (Myiopsitta 
monachus ), Black andY ellow-billed 
Cuckoos ( Coccyzus erythropthalmus 
and C. americanus), and Chimney 
Swift (Chaetura pelagica). 

As part of its work, the CPRR must 
address the health of the current popu
lation of peregrines. One way project 
personnel monitor the health of the 
peregrines is by analyzing egg con
tents. Eggs that fail to hatch are re
trieved and sent to theN ational Wild
life Health Research Center at the 
University ofWisconsin. A 1989 Chi
cago peregrine egg that failed to hatch 
was found to have moderate levels of 
DDE, a by-productofDDT, and rather 
high levels ofPCBs. Other unhatched 
Chicago eggs are currently waiting to 
be analyzed. 

Other potential methods of evalu
ating the health of the peregrine popu
lation include examination of the nest
lings, or eyasses, and the analysis of 
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blood samples. These examinations 
occur concurrently with banding by 
the Raptor Center in St. Paul, Minne
sota. The blood samples are screened 
for genetic analysis. Contaminants 
are monitored solely through analy
sis of egg shells and contents, though 
blood samples could be screened if 
the need arose. 

National Status 
What is the status of peregrines 

today? In the western United States, 
surveys indicated less than 20 pairs 
on territories in 1975. Surveys in 
1991 indicated more than 570 nest
ing pairs. Plans are to continue re
leases in several states (Idaho, Mon
tana, Oregon, Washington, and Wyo
ming) at a rate of 140 falcons per year 
until 1996. It is hoped that by then, 
numbers will have reached historic 
levels. Last year the Peregrine Fund 
recommended the peregrine be re
moved from endangered or threat
ened species lists in all western states 
exceptthose where releases are being 
continued (Enderson 1992). 

In the eastern United States, the 
Peregrine Fund ended the release pro
gram in 1991. It is estimated that 90 
pairs are established in this area. The 
Midwest and Great Lakes region con
tinues its release program. At present, 
an estimated minimum of 30 territo
ries exist. The Peregrine Fund pre
dicts that if the 120 pairs now estab
lished in the Midwest and Eastern 
populations increase at a rate of 5% 
per year, the recovery goal of 175 
pairs should be reached by 1999. If 
the Midwest and Eastern populations 
remain stable for a number of years, 
the Peregrine Fund would recom
mend delisting to the U.S. Fish and 
Wildlife Service. 

Project's Future Role 
CPRR, part of the Midwest re

gion, is advised by regional coordi
nators at the Raptor Center in Minne
sota. CPRR is currently involved in 
monitoring and managing those per
egrines holding _territories in the 

greater Chicago area. In addition, the 
program personnel are available if 
needed by neighboring areas. The 
Indiana Department of Natural Re
sources coordinates the management 
of wild nests and release efforts for 
its state. 

It is the responsibility of the CPRR 
program to ensure the safety of the 
falcons, which includes identifying 
problems, conducting research, and 
implementing solutions to the prob
lems. CPRR bands nestlings and 
tracks peregrines sighted in the area. 
The program also informs and edu
cates the public and scientists regard
ing Peregrine Falcons. In order to 
keep the recovery of the peregrines 
on the rise, efforts must continue to 
preserve and protect the species. 
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Editor's Note: For more infor
mation on The Peregrine Fund, call 
the World Center for Birds of Prey at 
(208) 362-3716. To report sightings 
of Peregrine Falcons in the Chicago 
area or for more information on the 
CPRRproject, call( 312)477-HA WK. 
Additional information can also be 
obtained from The Rap tor Center in 
St. Paul, the Great Lakes Regional 
Headquarters, at (612) 624-4745. 

- Mary Hennen is research and 
collections biologist for the Chicago 
Academy of Sciences, 2001 N. Clark, 
Chicago, IL 60614. 
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