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Stephen P. Havera grew up near the Illinois River in 
Peoria, Illinois , when Peoria Lake hosted thousands 
of Canvasbacks and Lesser Scaups . His neighbor
hood hosted several ardent duck hunters who further 
honed his interest in waterfowl and the river. After 
obtaining a Ph .D. from the University of Illinois , 
Havera worked with Frank C. Bellrose on the Illinois 
Natural History Survey 's waterfowl program. Since 
then, he has f ocused on researching waterfowl, the 
Illinois and Mississippi rivers, and wetlands. Insp ired 
by Bellrose, Havera began working with him on an 
Illinois waterfowl book in 1980. Bellrose , in 1982 , 
devoted his time to working on other books and 
Havera continued researching "Waterfowl of 
Illinois ." Havera continues his work as a research 
biologist and director of the Illinois Na tural History 
Survey 's Forbes Biological Station in Havana, 
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send a check payable to the University of Illinois to 
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