Black-headed Gull

at Montrose,

Cook County.

24 February-

25 March 2007.

Photo by Emil Martinec.
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mentation of records, even if documented by photographs.
Written documentation can often provide important infor-
mation in the evaluation of a record, even if high-quality
photographs are obtained.

Information on the age and sex of the birds reported
may be an opinion of the person(s) submitting the evi-
dence and is not necessarily an accepted position of the
Committee. All other remarks are the authors’, although
most of the information comes from the Committee files
which are now stored in Chicago, Illinois, in the Bird
Division of the Field Museum.

In several cases there are discrepancies between the
details presented here and those in other published
sources, especially regarding dates of occurrence. The data
in this report provide the Committee’s best assessment of
all available information. I have not generally commented
on records that are published elsewhere with more limited
data than contained here, but have made explicit note of
apparent errors in published data. The author accepts
responsibility for any inaccuracies or misrepresentations
of information herein. Errors that come to his attention
will be published as corrigenda in a future IORC report.

Abbreviations: References to seasonal reports in
the journals Illinois Birds and Birding; Meadowlark,
A Journal of Illinois Birds; American Birds and North
American Birds are abbreviated by IBB, MJIB, AB, and
NAB, respectively, followed by volume and page
numbers. Months are abbreviated by their first three
letters. County abbreviations are the first three letters
of their name in most cases. Exceptions in this report
are KNK for Kankakee Co., MCN for Macon Co, and
SCL for St. Clair Co. These abbreviations follow those
adopted in Johnson, Deaton and Clyne (1998) and used in
subsequent IORC reports.

“Northern”, “central”, and “southern Illinois” refer to
specific subsections of the state as first defined by Gault
(1922); see also Bohlen (1978). An on-line map showing
the regions of Illinois can be found at http://www.illinois-
birds.org/Listing/2004%20Lists/IllinoisRegionalBirding
Map.gif.

Documentors: Cindy M. Alberico, Alex Bloss, H. D.
Bohlen, Maury Brucker, Shawn Clubb (SCl), Scott A.
Cohrs, Timothy J. Dever, Kevin Doty, Joshua I. Engel,
Michael Furmanek (MFu), Carolyn S. Fields, Robert E.
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Lambeth, John P. Leonard,
John Longhenry, Travis A. Mahan, James P. Malone, Emil
J. Martinec, John D. McKee, John L. Mori, Bronson
Ratcliff, Joan & Ted Schooley, Dave Seal, Al Seppi (ASe),
Robert E. Shelby, Cameron Schilling, Douglas F. Stotz,
Janice Sweet (JSw), Joshua Uffmann, John Viramonte,
Eric W. Walters, Jane Ward, Daniel T. Williams, Geoffrey
A. Williamson.

Review List: The Review List includes species for
which the committee will review all records or all records
outside of some determined range within the state. These
are species that, in general, average two or fewer records
per year in the state, or which are extremely rare in all but
a few counties in the state. The current review list was
revised at the 5 November 2006 committee meeting.
IORC requests and welcomes evidence concerning all
records for the review species listed on the review list on
the IOS/IORC website: http://www.illinoisbirds.org/iorc.
html. In addition, any species not listed in the checklist of
Illinois state birds (IORC 1999) should be documented,
and will be reviewed by IORC. Documentation of regular
species may be appropriate when they occur out of season
— i.e., exceptionally early arrival dates or late departure
dates for migratory species. All first state nesting records
also should be documented. Exceptionally high counts of
species may also merit documentation. These documenta-
tions should generally be sent to the seasonal editor of the
Field Notes in the Meadowlark and/or the regional editors
for North American Birds. Similarly, rarities on Christmas
Bird Counts and Spring Bird Counts should be document-
ed and that documentation provided to the appropriate
compiler. In most cases, other than review list species,
IORC will not review documentations, except at the
request of compilers or editors.
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