A2

Cooper’s Hawk chick at Jackson Park, Chicago, Cook County,
20 June 1994. A pair of immature Cooper’s Hawks nested at the
park. Photo by Thomas Jackman.

birds, ranging from nestling Euro-
pean Starlings to adult Northern Flick-
ers. Foraging was observed over the
entire 2-mile stretch of Jackson Park,
but some prey was taken within 300
feet of the nest, especially by the
female. Over and above the damage
done to bird populations by preda-
tion, the mere presence of Cooper’s
Hawks appeared to selectively dis-
suade nesting by medium-sized birds.
Common Grackles and American
Robins showed the most visible re-
duction, with summering pairs at as
much as 40% below par. Other spe-
cies with nesting pairs below normal
included Northern Flicker, Ameri-
can Crow, Gray Catbird, and Brown
Thrasher.

Thesereduced populations were
especially striking when contrasted
with nesting populations for smaller
passerines, such as swallows, War-
bling Vireo, Yellow Warbler, Indigo
Bunting, and Song Sparrow, which
showed healthy numbers of summer-
ing pairs. Nesting populations of
Green Herons and waterfowl (Canada
Goose, Wood Duck, Mallard) were
also stable to high. Northern Cardi-
nals showed a sound population of
summering adults, but young were
not discerned until the first week of
July, a month later than expected.

Few prey items were identified
to species, but field tallies suggest
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that American Robins may have suf-
fered the greatest measurable losses,
even given their under-par nesting
population with post-breeding (mid-
July) tallies about 65% below nor-
mal. Starlings were doubtless another
major food source, but their breeding
population was large enough to ab-
sorb the losses with little discernible
reduction in numbers. One pair of
nesting Eastern Kingbirds had atleast
three altercations with the hawks and
eventually abandoned their territory,
or were devoured.

The Cooper’s Hawks aggres-
sively defended their territory within
aradius of about 200 feet from Black-
crowned Night-Herons and Great

Blue Herons. American Crows seen
very frequently within 100-200 feet
of the nest site were surprisingly tol-
erant of the hawks, with very few
confrontations. Unexpected convivi-
ality was noted 1 August, when a
juvenile male hawk was seen keep-
ing company with a flock of five
crows ona grassy game field. Neither
species attempted to drive the other
away, but the hawk periodically en-
gaged one of the crows in a brief bout
of wrestling, the whole affair being
quite reminiscent of rough housing
among a den of puppies.

‘r

Literature Cited

Cory, Charles B. 1909. The birds
of Illinois and Wisconsin. Field Mu-
seum of Natural History, Chicago, IL..

Palmer, Ralph S., ed. 1988. Hand-
book of North American birds, Vol. 4.
Yale University Press,. New Haven,
CT.

Rosenfield, R.N.,and]. Bielefeldt.
1993, “Cooper’s Hawk (Accipiter
cooperii).” In: The Birds of North
America, No. 75 (A.Poole and F. Gill,
eds.). Philadelphia: The Academy of
Natural Sciences; Washington, DC:
The American Omithologists’ Union.

Acknowledgments

In addition to my own observa-
tions, data included here were sup-
plied by Douglas Anderson, Karin
Cassel, Thomas Jackman, and Dale
Pontius. Other birders witnessed the
nesting at various stages. Special
thanks are due Thomas Jackman who
obtained nestmeasurements and pho-
tographs.

*Clyne
5538 S. Blackstone Ave.
Chicago, IL 60637

S





