
Loons through Hawks 

There was a fine migration of Common Loons, especially 
downstate. An above-average number of Pacific Loons (four) 
and several Red-throated Loons were found downstate. 
American White Pelicans continue to increase in Illinois and 
were found in extraordinary numbers along the Illinois River 
and at Carlyle and Horseshoe Lakes. A record 7,200 Pelicans 
were at Hennepin Lake, and six sites reported maxima of over 
1,000 birds. (The first report of over 1,000 pelicans at a time 
in Illinois dates from only 1995.) The timing and geography of 
the htgh counts suggest that at least 20,000 pelicans moved 
through Illinois this fall. Two Neotropic Cormorants spent 
much of the fall at Carlyle Lake. Herons were in close to nor
ma~ numbers except for Great Egret, which had good concen
tratiOns through much of the state, culminating in an extraor
dmary 7,700 Great Egrets at Swan Lake in early August. 
There were no Tricolored Herons and only a single ibis, much 
?elow recent autumns. Waterfowl were generally late in arriv
mg, but the cool November seemed to hurry birds through. 
Mergansers and goldeneyes were still only present in small 
numbers when December arrived. The hawk migration at 
Illm01s Beach State Park seemed close to normal, with impres
stve Merlm counts. Unfortunately, we lack any other sites that 
are regularly covered for comparison. 

Pheasants through Woodpeckers 

Illinois observers did not provide much information on 
gamebirds this fall. Pheasants and prairie-chickens went com
pletely unreported, and only a couple of observers commented 
on Northern Bobwhite and Gray Partridge. Similarly, there 
were few rails reported of any species; whether this indicates 
low numbers or little attention by observers is not clear. A 
Purple Gallinule was at Mermet Lake, the only site in Illinois 
where it is reported with any regularity. A tally of 28,000 
Amencan Coots at Hennepin Lake did not seem to reflect 
higher than usual numbers in the state, but rather the local 
attractiveness of that site to coots. The Sandhill Crane migra
tion was poor by recent standards, but still two different 
observers reported over 1,000 birds on different days in 
November. Shorebird migration was good with impressive 
numbers of several species from several sites. Dry conditions 
created good habitat in many areas. Although the numbers 
couldn't compare with Lake Chautauqua, Horseshoe Lake 
(Madison County) and Carlyle Lake, the Chicago area had a 
good diversity of migrants, especially at Lake Calumet. Red 
Knot, Western Sandpiper, and Wilson's Phalarope stood out 
among the less common species as being unusually well
reported. The Long-tailed Jaeger at Carlyle Lake was the only 
Jaeger reported this fall-quite a comedown from the last few 
years. Winter gulls were just beginning to arrive at the end of 
the season; Lesser Black-backed was the most widely reported 
of the large gulls. Laughing Gulls were well-reported down
state, but Franklin's Gulls were down from recent autumns. 
Eurasian Collared-Doves continued their march north reach
ing La Salle County. A count of 46 individuals across ~ultiple 
small towns in Montgomery County suggests the species is 
consolidating its gains more widely. Flickers showed fairly 
typtcal numbers, but it was another poor sapsucker migration. 

Passerines 

The migration of passerines was generally poor, with 
below-average diversity at many sites and few reported fall-
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outs. An impressive 47 Winter Wrens were at Jackson Park in 
late October, and 5 October brought 1 02 Eastern Bluebirds, 
and an amazing 4,730 American Goldfinches to Illinois 
Beach State Park. Other observers reported good numbers of 
goldfinches elsewhere on the lakefront on the same day. 16 
October brought good counts of kinglets, Brown Creepers, 
Hermit Thrushes and the common sparrows to Grant Park. 
Especially notable for fall was 260 White-crowned Sparrows 
there. A Scissor-tailed Flycatcher and two reports of Western 
Kingbirds enlivened things for a few lucky observers. 
However, Empidonax flycatchers were very poorly reported. 
Large counts of Tree Swallows included 50,000 at Carlyle 
Lake and 26,000 at Hennepin Lake. American Pipits were 
found in good numbers at several sites, led by 200 at 
Chautauqua. Warbler migration was generally poor. Sparrow 
migration was better, but still not outstanding, although both 
LeConte's and Nelson's Sharp-tailed Sparrows were found in 
good numbers downstate. Three Spotted Towhees were report
ed, all from Cook County's lakefront. 

Irruptive Species 

This was one of the worst years in recent memory for 
irruptive species. The only Goshawks (four singles) came from 
Illinois Beach State Park. There were no Snowy Owls report
ed, and only three Northern Shrikes. A few Red-breasted 
Nuthatches at Morton Arboretum were all that were seen this 
fall. The winter finches were especially poorly represented, 
with no reports of White-winged Crossbills or Evening 
Grosbeaks, three records of Pine Siskin, and one record each 
of Red Crossbill and Common Redpoll. Purple finches, usual
ly more consistently reported even in non-flight years than the 
others, were represented by only a smattering of records, and 
no high counts. Although this was expected to be a non-flight 
year for winter finches and Red-breasted Nuthatches, this was 
still a notably poor showing. 
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