
Winter Field Notes 
Due by 7 March (1 Dec through 28 Feb)

Send to:  Kelly McKay 
420 First Ave., PO Box 452, Hampton, IL 61256-0452

E-mail:  KellyJMcKay@aol.com

Spring Field Notes 
Due by 7 June (1 Mar through 31 May)

Send to: Geoffrey Williamson
4046 N. Clark St., Chicago, IL 60613

E-mail: geoffrey.williamson@comcast.net

Breeding Season Field Notes 
Due by 7 August (1 June through 31 July)

Send to: Steven D. Bailey
967 Braeburn Road, Mundelein, IL 60060

E-mail: sdbailey@illinois.edu

Fall Season Field Notes 
Due by 7 December (1 Aug through 30 Nov)

Send to: David B. Johnson
504 Crown Point Drive 

Buffalo Grove, IL 60089

Email address: djohnsoda@comcast.net 
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Send Seasonal Reports to: Submission Information

 We welcome manuscripts, photographs, and 
illustrations for possible publication in Meadowlark.

 Article topics include unusual bird sightings and 
nesting accounts, technical papers on bird research, and 
other articles such as bird finding guides and field iden-
tification tips. Joy of birding articles will be considered.

 We require manuscripts via email in Word format 
with camera ready figures, illustrations and tables. 
Email to editor. 

 We prefer digital or electronic files of at least 200 
dpi. Email to editor.

 Include name, address, and day and night time 
phone numbers. Other pertinent information about your 
qualifications and background is also helpful.

 We reserve the right to review and edit articles 
according to style, grammar, accuracy, and readability.

Send articles, photographs, illustrations & inquiries to: 

Sheryl De Vore, Chief Editor
967 Braeburn, Mundelein, IL 60060

e-mail address: sheryl.devore@comcast.net

by matthew mckim- louder

For the past 150 years, Illinois has served as a powerhouse of or-
nithological science. Beginning with one of the earliest and most 
renowned ornithologists from Illinois, Robert Ridgway in the late 
1800s, Illinois has been the home to many eminent avian researchers 
aiming to understand bird distributions, behaviors and, perhaps most 
importantly, the protection of bird populations. Thanks to the Illinois 
Ornithological Society and its grants program, the legacy of Illinois’ 
impact on avian research will continue into the future.

One of the IOS's objectives is "To promote scientific research and 
education in order to improve knowledge and awareness of birds in 
Illinois." With more than $53,000 in total grants awarded since the 
program’s inception, providing funding to 44 applicants from nine 
universities and five private foundations, the IOS Grants Program has 
fulfilled this important objective. Projects awarded funding include  
population surveys investigating the distributions and habitat require-
ments of Illinois avian species, educational workshops promoting 
birding enthusiasm among our state’s youth, and studies exploring 
bird behaviors and interactions with their environment. Many of these 
projects not only increase our understanding of Illinois birds, but also 
provide land managers with valuable information to ensure the surviv-
al of bird populations. The benefits of the IOS grants program can be 
directly appreciated through student publications in The Meadowlark 
and presentation at our society’s annual meetings.

The generous support of IOS members and several birding organi-
zations have made many research and educational projects possible 
that may have otherwise been underfunded or not feasible. With few 
funding opportunities for student researchers, the IOS Grants Program 
is more important than ever. As the number of graduate students has 
increased over the past decade, both large and small research grants 
have stagnated, particularly for projects focused on basic science or 
conservation. In turn, national research grants are more competitive, 
giving applicants less than a 20 percent chance of successfully receiv-
ing the research funding they need. This comes at a time when the 
technological innovations and novel ideas brought up by bright young 
minds are crucial to solving our current and future conservation crises 
while continuing to expand our understanding of birds in general. 

As a graduate student and member of the birding community,  
I enthusiastically thank the members of the Illinois Ornithological  
Society and other generous organizations that have contributed fund-
ing to this remarkable program. I also implore the birding community 
of Illinois for their continued support, which is greatly needed by both 
the scientific and birding community of our state.

Matthew McKim Louder,
IOS Grants Program Chair 

PhD student, University of Illinois  
at Urbana-Champaign

Guest Essay: 
IOS grant program fulfills mission

Support Meadowlark
Advertise Here!! 

~ business card size ads ~ 
only $15 per issue

The Illinois Ornithological Society accepts  
pertinent ads for publishing in Meadowlark.  

The rates and rules are as follows:

Rates PER ISSUE: 
$15 one-eighth page or equivalent of one business  

size card; $30 one quarter page or equivalent  
of two business size cards; $60 half page.

We reserve the right to accept or deny any ad, and to 
limit the space set aside for ads, which will be  

placed at the back of the journal.

Due dates: 
No. 1- Summer: February 1; No. 2 - Fall: May 1;  

No, 3 - Winter: August 1; No. 4 - Spring: November 1

Required materials: 
Camera-ready copy and check payable to IOS  

should be sent to: Sheryl De Vore,  
967 Braeburn Road, Mundelein, IL 60060. 

(1934-2008)

• Duck Stamps • 
plus sheetlets of special issue, U.S. flora and  
fauna stamps and most U.S. souvenir sheets

The Best Prices – The Best Quality

Vernon Kleen       1825 Clearview Drive 
217-787-3515       Springfield, IL 62704

Email: vkleen@comcast.net


