impossible to say whether the indi-
vidual birds were spring migrants as
opposed to wintering residents (per-
haps, in some cases, wandering a bit
from their wintering turf prior to
migration), although the three dates
from Kankakee in 2006 suggest
wintering, as they were all noted
from a patch of honeysuckle where
the species was also found in
January of that year (Jed B. Hertz,
pers. comm.). A high count of two

singing Hermit Thrushes comes
from Lincoln Gardens in Spring-
field on 15 Mar 2006.

The Illinois data thus seem con-
sistent with, albeit not directly sup-
portive of, statements in Bent and
elsewhere that Hermit Thrushes do
not sing on migration.

Below are the concrete Illinois
records of singing Hermit Thrushes
that have come to my attention:

Date Site Observer Source

15 Mar 2006 Sangamon Co (Lincoln Gardens, Spfld) HDB  pers. comm.
20 Mar 2000 Jackson Co (Pomona) KAM pers. comm.
29 Mar 1998 Sangamon Co (Lincoln Gardens, Spfid) HDB  Bohlen MS
4 Apr 2003  Sangamon Co (Washington Park, Spfild} HDB  Bohlen MS
4 Apr 2006  Kankakee Co (Kankakee) JBH  pers. comm.
6 Apr 2006  Kankakee Co (Kankakee) JBH pers. comm.
9 Apr 1989  Sangamon Co HDB  Bohlen MS
9 Apr 2006  Kankakee Co (Kankakee) JBH  pers. comm.
10 Apr 1998  Sangamon Co (Lick Creek) HDB Bohlen MS
11 Apr 1998 Vermilion Co CBT pers. comm.
11 Apr 1995 Cook Co (Jackson Park, Chicago) PRC pers. obs.
14 Apr 1976  Sangamon Co HDB Bohlen MS
14 Apr 1998  Sangamon Co (Lincoln Gardens, Spfid) HDB  Bohlen MS
15 Apr 1944  Cook Co (Thatcher Woods) EAC Craigmile 1945
15 Apr 1980 Sangamon Co HDB Bohlen MS
15 Apr 1980 Sangamon Co (Boy Scout area) HDB Bohlen MS
15 Apr 1998 Sangamon Co (Lincoln Gardens, Spfld) HDB  Bohlen MS
17 Apr 1912 Lake Co (Lake Forest) EDF Farwell 1919
22 Apr 2001 Sangamon Co (Round Inlet, Spfld) HDB Bohlen MS
11 Nov 2003 Sangamon Co (Lincoln Gardens, Spfld) HDB  Bohlen MS
26 Nov 2004 Lake County (Lyons Woods) KL pers. comm.
27 Nov 2003  Sangamon Co (Woods by Lake Spfld) HDB  Bohlen MS
2 Dec 1997  Sangamon Co (Round Inlet, Spfld) HDB Bohlen MS
9Dec 1997  Sangamon Co (Lincoln Gardens, Spfld) HDB  Bohlen MS
14 Dec 2005 Cook Co (Hyde Park, Chicago) PRC pers. obs.

Abbreviations: HDB = H. David Bohlen, EAC = Esther A. Craigmile,
PRC =Paul R. Clyne, EDF = E. D. Farwell, JBH = Jed B. Hertz, KL. = Karen
Lund, KAM = Keith A. McMullen, CBT = Craig B. Thayer. Spfld =
Springfield. MS = unpublished manuscript.

In addition to undated records above {Robinson, Birkenholz), Keith A.
McMullen recalls at least one additional encounter in southern Illinois, after
the spring arrival of Swainson’s Thrushes, and Steven D. Bailey communi-
cated, “I think that I have heard Hermit Thrushes in song no more than two

or three times in my life in Illinois....”
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My many thanks to the follow-
ing observers for comments, includ-
ing informing me of lack of encoun-
ters with singing Hermit Thrushes
in Illinois: Steven D. Bailey, Dale
E. Birkenholz, H. David Bohlen,
Joel Greenberg, Jed B. Hertz, Rob-
ert D. Hughes, Dan M. Kassebaum,
Karen Lund, Keith A. McMullen,
Michael L. P. Retter, Kevin B.
Richmond, Douglas F. Stotz, Craig
B. Thayer, and Eric W. Walters. Joel
Greenberg supplied me with the
passage from Farwell 1919, for
which I am most grateful. I also
thank my neighbors, James E.
Miller, Jr., and Kathleen Farley, for
hosting the impetus for this study
in their front yard; curiously, the
preceding year they had asked me to
comment on references to thrushes
in lectures by T. S. Eliot in prepara-
tion for Miller’s 2005 T. S. Eliot:
The Making of an American Poet,
1888-1922, and a part of our corre-
spondence included the anomaly of
Hermit Thrushes singing away from
their breeding grounds.
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