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 1. Ben O’Neal: Franklin College and Ill. Nat. Hist. 
Survey; Assess the nesting ecology of waterbirds 
and other marsh birds prior to the drawdown in the 
Emiquon preserve in spring/summer  2013.

 2. Amber Wingert: U of I -Champaign;  Monitor the 
Barn Owl nest boxes in Southern Illinois to deter-
mine reproductive success, develop a model of nest 
box site selection and test the effectiveness of con-
specific playback as a survey method.

 3. Kevin Sierzega: Southern Illinois U- Carbondale; 
Quantify the differences in bird community metrics, 
e.g., species richness, evenness and diversity during 
spring migration and in the breeding season across 
a gradient of oak-hickory and beech-maple domi-
nance forests.

 4. Scott Chiavacci:  U of I - Champaign; Determine 
factors affecting shrubland bird nest success and 
causes of nest failure in urban and rural marshlands 
in 8 test sites in northeastern Illinois and 3 sites in 
east-central Illinois.

 5. Antonio Celis Murillo: U. of I - Champaign; To foray 
or not to foray: Extraterritorial behavior in Field 
Sparrows and its behavioral, morphological and 
reproductive correlates.

  6. Maria Stager:  U. of I - Champaign;  Evaluate the 
effects of day length and temperature on seasonal 
variation in metabolic performance and correlated 
differences in underlying gene expression profiles 
in Dark-eyed Juncos.

 7. Mark Swanson: Field Museum and Ill. Wesleyan 
Univ.; Determine the interactions between mor-
phologically similar, but genetically distinct Barred 
Owls of Illinois and the upper Midwest.

 8. Henry Pollock:  U of I - Champaign; Investigate 
thermal tolerances and responses to heat stress in 
a suite of Illinois birds and compare the data with 
similar data collected in Panama to determine how 
birds will respond to climate change.

 9. Justin J. Shew: Southern Illinois U- Carbondale; 
Funds for year 3 of a 4 year study of the nesting 
success, species richness, species population, etc. of 
grassland birds in land set aside in the Conservation 
Reserve Program(CRP). 

10. Valerie Buxton: U of I Champaign; Making the most 
of what remains: Determining urban grassland qual-
ity in Illinois. Assess how grassland patch size and 
landscape context affect grassland bird occurrence, 
abundance and nest success. Funds for year 2.

11. Douglas R. McClain: Cooperative Wildlife Research 
Lab - SIU-Carbondale; Year 2 of a study to research 
the response of breeding wood ducks to differences 
in productivity within the Cache River watershed. 
The Cache River watershed has undergone different 
modifications during its history.

12. Sarah Cleeton: U. of I - Champaign; Explore the 
role of migratory songbirds in the  spread of Lyme 
disease invasion (such as Lyme disease) in central 
Illinois.

13. Elsa Anderson: DePaul Univ; Assess Red-headed 
Woodpecker nest-tree and habitat characteristics 
and evaluate nesting competition in relation to nest-
site success in Cook County.

	  
Watch for articles about some of these projects in the  

IOS quarterly journal, Meadowlark.
Thanks to all the individuals and organizations  

that made these awards possible.

By Paul Sweet

The 2012/2013 Christmas Bird 
Count was another warm count 
season, with 13 counts exceeding 
50 degrees, and two breaking 60. 
Thirteen counts failed to reach freez-
ing, all in northern or central Illinois. 
On the other hand, 32 counts had lows 
above freezing. Similar to last year, 
open water was at least partly open 
on all counts, and only nine report-
ed frozen still water.Twenty counts 
reported snow cover, with a surpris-
ing eight inches from far southern 
Union County. Things were even 
windier than 2011, with 35 counts 
recording wind speeds of at least 
15 mph. Carlyle Lake recorded the 
highest wind speeds, with max winds 
of 45 mph, and minimum speeds of 
30 mph. This would explain the 10 
count-week species reported on that 
count! Across the entire state, there 
were 174 species recorded, slightly 
down from the previous Christmas 
Bird Count’s 176 but still a very 
nice total, with two more count week 
birds. The highest count-day total 
was at Rend Lake, with 104, but 
Carlyle’s 10 count-week birds pushed 
their overall total to 106, the highest 
in the state. Davenport, Iowa recorded 
95 species, an impressive total for a 
northern count. 

Sixty-seven  counts reported total, 
with 1,209 field observers contribut-
ing 3,486 party hours across 21,698 
miles (See tables). An additional 305 
feeder counters added 580 hours of 

observation. Observers also logged 
338 nighttime hours.  Fermilab’s 116 
field observers were down from last 
year, but they were still the only 
count in the state to exceed 100. 
Waukegan’s 79 feeder counters put 
them back on top in that category.

A Mississippi Kite on Waukegan 
and a Barnacle Goose at Big Rock 
are both still pending IORC review. 
Mississippi Kites have occurred as a 
breeding species in northern Illinois 
in recent years, and have been depart-
ing the state considerably later than 
southern populations, but this would 
still be a remarkable record. Other 
notable sightings include Barrow’s 
Goldeneye in Evanston, a Rufous 
Hummingbird at Kishwaukee, and 
another host of shorebirds.

Ducks through Herons
Greater White-fronted Geese 

nearly reached last season’s  record 
high, with a high count of 18,101 at 
Chautauqua NWR. Snow Geese were 
reported on 29 counts, with a near 
record count of 352,787 and a high 
of 238,217 at Carlyle Lake, while 
another near-record 171 Ross’s Geese 
were reported on 13 counts. 100 of 

those were at Marquette Park. Swans 
continue their impressive increases – 
after a series of lower years, 291 Mute 
Swans were reported. A record 275 
Trumpeter Swans were reported on 
15 counts, and 1,416 Tundra Swans 
at Clinton, IA, and 198 flybys on 
the Chicago Lakefront helped push 
that species to a new record of 1985 
on 12 counts. Other notable water-
fowl included 29 Blue-winged Teal 
on four counts, lone Surf and White-
winged Scoters at Calumet City, two 
White-winged Scoters at Davenport,  
two Long-tailed Ducks at Chicago 
Lakefront, and the aforementioned 
Barrow’s Goldeneye at Evanston.

Ring-necked Pheasants rebounded 
a bit from last year’s low count, 
with 227 on 29 counts, and the 28 
Greater Prairie Chicken at Newton 
were an improvement over last 
year’s 11. There were 158 Northern 
Bobwhite  reported on 15 counts, 
an increase over last year’s record 
low count. Four counts reported a 
total of 13 Common Loons, but no 
Red-throated Loons were found. Two 
Western Grebes were at Calumet City, 
and Carlyle reported a count-week 
Eared Grebe. Nine counts reported 
424 American White Pelicans, with 
a high of 202 at Carlyle and an addi-
tional 200 at Davenport. Chicago’s 
wintering herons put in an appearance 
– Lisle Arboretum had a Great Egret, 
andthree counts, all in the Chicago 
area, reported Black-crowned Night 
Herons.

2013 IOS grants program sets records

• A record 22 grant requests were received. 
• A record 13 were funded. 

• A record $13,000 was contributed by a 
record 22 organizations and individuals.

Here’s a brief synopsis of the 13 grants that were awarded:

The 2012/2013 Christmas Bird Count

Greater White-fronted Geese. 
McLean County.  
6 February 2013. 

Photo by Matt Fraker.
Increasingly large numbers  

of this species are being  
found on Illinois CBCs.


