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ILLINOIS ORNITHOLOGICAL SocIETY 

President 's Message 

Dear Members: 

My wife and I have just returned from an enjoyable day in and 
around DeKalb. We focused first on the Vermilion Flycatcher at 
the Afton Forest Preserve, then the surrounding countryside where 
the first kiss of winter mixed with late fall migration. There were 
Snow Buntings and Lapland Longspurs overhead and juncos in the 
brush. And as the shadows lengthened, hundreds of geese gathered 
around a corporate retention pond beside the Aurora outlet mall -
a discovery which delighted my wife - before peeling off in groups 
headed for their overnight roost. In the middle of all the Canadas were 
thirty to forty newly speciated Cackling Geese and a dark phase Snow 
Goose. 

The point of this story is that we birders can enjoy our hobby 
for free wherever we find ourselves. We become accustomed to this. 
V irtually every weekend bird clubs run field trips at which all 
are welcome whether or not they are members of the sponsoring 
organization. Mostly these field trips are free. 

Then along comes a field trip like our IOS Hawk Watch, a 
combination lecture on hawk ID and hawk watch led by Illinois' own 
hawk man Vic Berardi, a nationally recognized hawk expert who will 
talk hawks by the hour with anyone interested in learning more. The 
fact that we charged a modest fee drew some criticism. At least one 
of the vocal critics was not even an IOS member. So this message is 
intended in part to explain why we charge for field trips. 

Our policy is to run fewer but better field trips. We target a key 
note bird like the Yellow Rail or run a pelagic during peak jaeger 
migration. We plan to enrich the field trip experience with compan­
ion lectures such as the recent Hawk Watch. Our goal is to attract new 
members and to raise some dollars to enable us to expand 
the educational and scientific part of our mission. All our field 
trip leaders are expert birders intimately familiar with the areas in 
which they lead our field trips. Invariably they scout their areas 
during the days leading up to the field trip. They are all volunteers 
who give selflessly of their time and knowledge. 

Non-members are welcome. But our expectation is that if a 
non-member enjoys an IOS field trip enough to want to go on 
another that he/she will become a member. This is the other part 
of this message. !OS needs more members whose membership 
dues will allow JOS to exert statewide leadership for the birding 
community. We want to provide more funding for scientific and 
conservation efforts such as our support for the Great Lakes Common 
Tern colony. We also want to launch programs to reach and educate 
the next generations of birders in Illinois. For this we need the 
financial support of more members. 

So when next you hear complaints from your non-joiner birding 
friends, tell them instead, to support IOS's mission by joining. 

Good hireling. Michael Hogg 

MHKiwi@aol.com 



Letter from the Editor 

The gift of birding 

Last Thanksgiv ing, S teve 13ailey, his 

mother, Kathy, and I were looking out the 

window from my Mundelein home watching 

a Cooper's Hawk. It was s itting sti l l  on a tree, 

waiting for i ts holiday meal . 

At an IOS annual meeting at Rend Lake, 

Dave Johnson and his father, Wilbur, or Wib, 

as they cal led him were enjoying camping 

and hearing birds sing in the earl y morning. 

Wib and Kathy can no longer share a 

moment like that with their chi ldren. Both 

died, Kathy in late August and Wib in late 

October, leaving a legacy of a love of nature 

and the outdoors with their chi ldren. And it 

got me to thinking. Birding is a gift we give 

to others, even if we don't realize it. 

M y  mother, though never a birder, gave 

me the gift of birding. She used to tel I me 

about the Eastern Screech-Owls that lived in a 

hole in one of the many oak trees in our 

Hickory Hills backyard when I was in high 

school .  She'd point out the Yel low-shafted 

Flicker revealing i ts underwings as it flew 

from oak to oak in our yard. l must adm it, it 

didn't mean all that m uch to me at the time, 

but as I grew older and more interested in 

nature , I began to th ink of m y  mother's 

influence. And one day when she was on 

chemotherapy, I took her to the Morton 

Arboretum to find a Balti more Oriole down 

the Joy Path. At om next stop at one of the 

sloughs in the Palos area, 1110111 got tired and 

we had to go home. And l regretted not 

having spent more time sharing nature with 

my mother. 

At this time of year, consider giving a 

rare and precious gift to someone - your time 

- out birding or hiking or enjoying the quiet 

winter woods .  l 've promised to take a friend 

and my brother birding for the past few years. 

Maybe as the New Year approaches ,  it's time 

to put the promise in action. 
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Michael L .  P. Retter produced the cover drawing of a 
subadult "Nelson's Gul l" (Herring X Glaucous hyhrid), which 
was seen last winter at Starved Rock Lock and Dam. Michael 
is a regular contributor to Meaduwlark, both as an artist and 
as an author. A longtime I l l inois birder, Michael is a freel ance 
birding tour guide and artist, and wil l  be leading trips at 
ABA's J ul y  2005 Convention in Tucson. He also works for 
Rocky Mountain B ird Observatory's Black Hil l s  proj ect, 
where he wil l  be entering his 5 th year of work in 2005 . He 
a ccepts commissioned artwork and tours. 

I( I Copyright 2004 by the Illinois Ornithological Society. No part or 
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Over the years, the Montrose 
area of Lincoln Park in Chicago has 
attracted many rare birds. At about 
7:40 a.m., 8 September 2003, this 
birding hot spot hosted yet another 
rarit y. 

Clara Coen and I were birding 
the eastern end of Montrose Point 
when we noticed a warbler-like bird 
in the small trees. M y  first thought 
was Yellow-throated Warbler, a good 
find at Montrose. The bird had a 
yel low throat with two white wing 
bars as does a Yel low-throated, but 
after some searching through a 
National Geographic field guide, 
we discovered that the bird most 
closely matched the p icture and 
description of a Grace's Warbler 
(Dendroica graciae). This bird had a 
broad, yellow supraloral; the Yellow­
throated Warbler has a white super­
cilium. Grace's also may have a 
short white section near the bill at 
the end of the yellow supercilium 
(Dunn and Garrett 1997). This bird 
also Jacked the black auriculars as 
well as the white neck spot that a 
Yellow-throated Warbler has. Still, 
I found it difficult to believe that a 
Grace 's Warbler, a western species, 
would be in Chicago. 

Fortunately, at that point, Alex 
Meloy arrived, and while he kept 
track of the bird, I went looking 
for Kanae Hirabayashi. I found her 
and Rita Torrado on the beach and 
told them of the possible Grace's 

Graces Warbler at Montrose Point, 
Cook County. 8 September 2003. 
Photo by Kanae Hirabayashi. 
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Grace's Warbler 

at Montrose: 
First record east of 

Colorado and western Texas 

Warbler. We hastily returned to the 
Point. Alex still had the bird in view, 
which was now rapidly moving, and 
Kanae began p hotographing it. 
Meanwhile, Clara called Bob Hughes 
on her cell phone, and he soon 
arrived and was also able to get 
pictures. The photos taken by bird­
ers were a big help in clinching 
the identification of this warbler, 
which has a much more petite bill 
compared with the Yellow-throated, 
giving it a more rounded head 
appearance. After awhile the Grace's 
Warbler moved into the taller trees 
and became difficult to see. In a 
few hours it disappeared from view 
and was not seen again. Migrants 
seen in the vicinity of the Grace's 
Warbler included Yel l ow-billed 
Cuckoo, Connecticut Warbler and 
Philadelphia Vireo (pers. comm. J. 
Niland). 

Not only is this a first state 
record for Grace 's Warbler, but also 
a first record for this species east of 
the Mississippi River. The Peterson 
Field Guide (1997) states the Grace's 
Warbler is "unrecorded in the U.S .  
east of Colorado and west Texas," 
and that the species is "casual in 
fall on the southern California 
coast, the 15 records are mainl y in 
September." 

Curson et al . ( 1994) state the 
Grace 's Warbler is a rare vagrant to 
California and Texas, which is just 
west (California) and east (Texas) of 
its breeding range. 

Grace's Warbler breeds in the 
high elevatio n  mountains of Arizona, 
New Mexico, southwest Colorado, 

by John Purcell 

southern Utah and southeast Nevada 
and the western corner of Texas. 
They breed in open forests of tall 
pines, especiall y  Ponderosa pines. 
They winter primaril y  in the high­
lands of Mexico. 

This species is of moderate con­
servation importance, because of its 
relativel y  small and patchy distribu­
tion, and its restriction to mature 
coniferous forests, according to the 
Cornell Lab of Ornithology (see 
http:! /birds . corn e l l .  edu/bfl/speciesa 
ccts/grawar.html). Populations are 
not well monitored in any part of 
its range, and habitat requirements 
are poor ly known, according to the 
Web site. 

The Il l inois Ornithological Rec­
ords Committee recently accepted 
this species to the Illinois accidental 
l ist (Stotz and Johnson 2004). 
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Fall 2003 Report 

The Illinois Beach State Park 

Hawkwatch 

I l l inois Beach State Park 

i s  rapi dly becomi ng known 

nationwi de as a significant 

fall migration route for 

Merl i n  and Peregrine 

Falcon. 

Ceoffi·ey Williamson photogmphed 

this Merlin at a Christmas Bird 

Count in nor/hem l//inois, during 

the 200312004 CBC period. it was 

only one of six Mer/ins documented 

on the 2003/2004 CBCs. 
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by Vic Berardi 

The fall of 2003 marked the fourth consecutive year of the 

hawkwatch at lllinois Beach State Parle In addition to becoming 

a continuous and hopefully, permanent hawkwatch, it has also 

become an established monitoring site for the Hawk Migration 

Association of North America (HMANA) which records data 

from hundreds of sites all over the continent. Daily information 

is logged into their website at ww w.hawkcount.org. 

The hawkwatch has faced new 

c hallenges every year of its exis­

tence, and 2003 was no di fferent 

than previ ous years. M ost signifi­

cantly was the temporary c hange of 

location to the parki ng l ot across 

from the marina headquarters at 

N orthpoi nt  M arina i n  Winthrop 

H arbor. This move was a result of 

park i mprovements in  the North 

Unit of Il linois Beac h  State Park, 

and t he resurfacing of t he exist ing 

roads, all of which are completed. 

Tec hnically, the temporary watch 

s ite was still part of the state park 

but the new site had new surround­

ings to get used to. Nevertheless, 

thi s  "change of scenery" so  to 

speak, had l i tt le effect on the actual 

results of the count. Last fall 's count 

actually exceeded previous years ' 

numbers drastically. But, without 

be ing able to compare s ighti ngs 

simu ltaneously from the permanent 

site at Camp Logan i n  t he North 

U nit of the park, we will  never kn ow 

what we may have missed or, for 

that matter, seen m ore of. Plans 

for 2004 incl ude returni ng to t he 

pavil ion site i n  the North Unit of 

the state park. 

T he 2003 count total of 1 4,908 

was a new site record as wel l  as the 

64 1 .25 hours logged in far surpass­

ing 2002 's totals of 4, 1 13 birds and 

503 hours. New site records were 

established for Osprey (255) ,  B ald  

Eagle (22), S harp-shinned H awk 

(\,454), Cooper's H awk ( 1 55 ) ,  Rcd­

shouldered Hawk (7 5 ), Broad­

winged Hawk (9,553) ,  Red-tai l ed 

Hawk ( 1 ,987), Rough-legged H awk 

(5 8), American Kestrel (88), Merl i n  

(508), and Peregrine Falcon ( 1 48) .  

The site's b ig Broad-winged day 

came on 24 September 2003 with 

3, 1 93 Broad-wingeds counted. See 
table on page 84:  

The second week of September 

typically starts off the season with 

the maj ority of thi s site's Osprey 

flight. But 2003 had a bit of a 

delayed flight and the m aj ority of 

t he Ospreys came through with t he 

Broad-wi ngeds. The season 's single 

day high count of Osprey came 24 
September when 5 1  were seen. T hi s  

i s  also the time when the site 's 

Broad-wingeds come through and 

2003 was not a di sappointi ng year 

as previous years were. Not kn own 
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Species 

Turkey Vulture 

Osprey 

Bald Eagle 

Northern Harrier 

Sharp-shinned Hawk 

Cooper's Hawk 

Northern Goshawk 

Red-shouldered Hawk 

Broad-winged Hawk 

Red-tailed Hawk 

Rough-legged Hawk 

Golden Eagle 

American Kestrel 

Merlin 

Peregrine Falcon 

Unidentified Raptor 

Total Raptors 

for large B road-winged tall ies ,  

Il l inois Beach had 9,553 come 

through between the third week of 

September and the first week of 

October. The end of September usu­

all y  marks the peak of Peregrine 

Falcons.  T he Peregrine Falcon 

count's single biggest day occurred 

24 September with 36. 

Illinois Beach is rapidl y becom­

i ng known nationwide as a signifi­

cant fall falcon migration route for 

Merlin and Peregrine Falcon. Along 

with the hawkwatch at Concordia 

University, just north of Milwaukee, 

onl y  a few east coast hawkwatches, 
such as Cape May, e xceed in Merlin 

and Peregrine Falcon count totals. 

As October rolls in so do the 

Merlin, with the second week 

usuall y  being the best. I l l inois 

Beach's best Merli n  day in  2003 

was 12 October with 132 Merlins 

counted, a new state and site single 

day record. The maj ority of the 

day's flight came after 3 p .m. and 

lasted until 6 p .m. During the four 

day period of 12 October to 15 

84 

2003 Totals Year Record 

317 390 (2001) 

255 255 (2003) 

22 22 (2003) 

189 232 (2001) 

1,454 1,454 (2003) 

155 155 (2003) 

13 15 (2000) 

75 75 (2003) 

9,553 9,553 (2003) 

1,987 1,987 (2003) 

58 58 (2003) 

2 7 (2000) 

88 88 (2003) 

508 508 (2003) 

148 148 (2003) 

84 

14,908 

October, I l l inois Beach recorded 

317 Merlins. 

B y  November, buteos take hold 

and the best days for Red-tailed 

Hawk movement occurred 7 No­

vember with 320 and 13 November 

with 326. Rough-legged Hawks 

made a decent showi ng for a site 

this far south 5 November ( 11) and 
7 November (15). Red-shouldered 

Hawks best day was 13 November 

with 38 counted. 

Vic Berardi and Janice Sweet 
organized the count with the help 

of the many volunteer hours put 

in by Eric De!Becq, Paul Sweet, 

Chris Whittier, Audrey Smith, Rick 
Schmude, Liza Gray, Bill  Zineveah, 

Day Record 

195 (10-6-2001) 

66 (9-10-2001) 

7 (10-26-2001) 

101 (10-26-2001) 

244 (10-15-2003) 

19 (10-6-2001) 

4 (11-3-2000) 

38 (11-13-2003) 

3,193 (9-24-2003) 

360 (I 0-26-2001) 

15 (11-7-2003) 

2 (10-26-2001) 

15 (10-3-2001) 

132 (10-12-2003) 

41 (10-3-2001) 

Tom Mulcahy, Steve Huggins, Joan 

Bruchman, Erica Gasperik, Roger 

Botham, Bob & Kathy Andrini, 

Jim Kriss, Suzanne Checchia, Al 

Kostyniak, Jeff Sanders, Bil l  Wen­

gelewski, Michael Marlow. On the 

bus y  days we also had the help 

of Wes Serafin, Al Stokie, Bob 

Erickson, Bob Hughes, Kanae 

Hirabayashi, Dave Johnson, Joel 

Gree nberg, Dave Weichers, Don 
Dann and Andy Sigler. The count 

ran from 30 August 2003 through 

30 November 2003. 

- Vic Berardi 

For more i nformation on the hawkwatch 

at Illinois Beach State Park go to the Web site: 

www.hawksinthesky.com 

If you would l ike to help at the hawkwatch, 

please contact Vic Berardi at (847) 680-5281 

or by email at VBirdman@aol .com. 

Meadowlark 



Extreme Birding 

Some of you may have read one 
of the articles pub] ished l ast year i n  
which T described the adventure of 
doi ng a 20-count marathon (See 
Meadowlark 1 2 :89-92 and 1 27- 1 3 1 ,  
A Chri stmas Bird Count marathon: 
parts l and 2). If so, you wi l l  recal l  
that  I planned to attempt to com­
p lete a fu l l  23-count mara thon 
during the 2003-2004 CBC season. 
To avoid the logist ics problems 
encountered last year, l began plan­
ning and contacti ng count compi l ers 
through out a s ix-state region of the 
Midwest by early N ovember 2003 . 
After s ix weeks and seemingly 
unending hours of teleph one and 
e-mail conversati ons, not to menti on 
considerable shifting in  the schedul­
i ng of the seven counts T compile, I 
was fi nal ly able to  successfully 
schedule 23 CBCs. I also decided 
to i ncrease this year's challenge by 
seeing how long I could go with­
out sleep. However, J did not want 
to negatively impact the counts so 
I asked a l  I field parties to let me 
know i f  I seemed to be making 
m istakes or missing b i rds. If  so, l 
would certainly start sleeping so 
as  not to jeopardize the  integrity of 
the count. For those wonderi ng i f  
they should attempt thi s  feat, be 
aware that I ordinari ly only sleep 
about five h ours a n ight,  so I 
bel ieved this addit ional chal lenge 
to be ach i cvable. 
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Beating the all-time 

CBC high count 

14 December 
(Davenport, lowa-11 linois) 

I began this i nitia l CBC at 3 a. 111. 
near my home, j oined by two 1 5-
year old first time Christmas coun­
ters, M i ke Warren and Peter Woo. 
The temperature ranged from the 
mid 20s to the low 30s, and there 
was l i ttle or no wind. We had an 
extremely good day, marked by an 
i mpressive diversity of 1 3  waterfow 1 
species. My  group ident ified 64 
species and 1 3 ,274 i ndivi duals .  
H ighlights for the day included 3 
Common Redpolls, 2 White-winged 
Scoters ,  and 1 each of Greater 
Scaup and Thayer's Gull. Several 
com mon woodland species seemed 
to be less abundant than usual . By 
the end of the count, I had been 
awake for 40 hours. 

15 December 
(Lost Nation, Iowa) 

I departed for thi s  count, requi r­
ing an 88 -mi le round trip, at 3 :  1 5  
a .m. The temperatures were s imilar 
to yesterday, but the wi nd was much 
stronger and bit ing making count­
i ng di fficult for my field partner, 
Ryan Schmitz and me.  Although 
heavy ice cover on the Wapsipinicon 
River made waterfowl numbers l ow, 
we still had an outstanding day, 
recording 50 species and 1 ,645 indi­
vidual birds. N otable species i nclud­
ed 2 Hermit Thrushes and a single 
Winter Wren. As  I returned home,  
I fel t  energized. That changed when 
I received a message that  the next 

by Kelly J McKay 

day's count, scheduled for Bridge­
port, Wisconsin, had been postponed 
due to a winter storm predicted for 
the southern p ortion of the state. My  
CBC marathon attempt was i n  
serious jeopardy only three days 
i nto the count period. T frant ically 
jumped on the Internet and searched 
for a replacement count. l fina l ly  
found one in  J amaica! Unfortunate­
ly this Jamaica is i n  central Iowa. 

16 December 
(Jamaica, Iowa) 

l left at 3 :  1 5  a.rn .  for a round trip 
of 450 mi les. Hal f  way there, I 
encountered the predicted winter 
storm. Snow and ice squal l s  left 
I nterstate 80 i ce  c overed and 
extremely treacherous. To make 
matters worse ,  sustained winds of 
40 mph, which continued all day, 
left many of the roadways drifted 
over with snow and impassable. The 
temperature, which never escaped 
the mid 20s, made for severe wind 
chi l ls .  l spent the day working with 
Ray Cummins and Tom Johnson. 
Despite high winds, our group did 
have a good day observ ing 49 
species and 18 ,097  i ndividuals ,  
1 5 ,000 of wh i ch were Canada 
Geese. Other noteworthy b i rds 
included a s ingle N orthern Gos­
hawk, 92 Ring-necked Pheasants, 
and 3 Western M eadowlarks. By the 
way, southern Wiscons in, where I 
was orig ina l ly  g oi ng to  count, 
received less than an i nch of snow 
that day, once aga in proving weath­
er can be as unpredictable as birds. 
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17 December 
(Green Island, Iowa-Illinois) 

I began the 1 20-mile round trip 
drive to this count at 3 : 30  a.m. ,  
where I j oined Ulf  Konig for the 
day. A lthough the temperature onl y  
reached the upper 20s, the wind (5-
l 5mph) lessened throughout the 
day. The milder conditions left me 
feeling rej uvenated, and possibly, 
the birds as well. Our group had an 
excellent day recording 59 species 
and 3 ,088 individual b irds. This 
count produced a number of high­
lights such as 35 Tundra Swans, 4 
Winter Wrens, 3 Hermit Thrushes, a 
single Brewer's Blackbird and 59 
Purple Finches. For those of you 
keeping track, I had n ow been 
awake for 1 1 2 consecutive hours. 

18 December 
(Clinton, Iowa-Illinois) 

I departed on the 62-mile round 
trip drive at 2 :45 a.m. to meet my 
field partner R yan Schm itz. We 
encountered periodic snow showers 
during the pre-dawn hours. 
Following sunrise, the snow ended 
and the temperature ranged from the 
upper 20s to the low 30s during the 
day, with light to m oderate winds 
(5- 1 5  mph). Ten species of water­
fowl allowed our group to have a 
very impressive day. We identified 
58 species and recorded 8 ,843 total 
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birds. This CBC yielded a paradox 
of b irds including 4 Yellow-rumped 
Warblers and 6 Snow B untings. 
Additional ly, we observed 5 each of 
the R ough- legged Hawk and 
Northern H arrier, while gulls were 
extremely scarce within the circle.  

19 December 
(Western Mercer County, 

11 linois-lowa) 

I left home at 3 :  1 5  a.m. and met 
Steve Hager and Brad Cosentino, to 
continue t he 98-mi le  round trip 
drive to this CBC circle. A fairly 
strong wind ( 1 5 -25 mph) persisted 
all day, along with fall ing tempera­
tures which  never exceeded the 
upper 20s. A substantial wind chill 
and significant ice cover on most 
water bodies, kept birds deep in 
cover and left waterfowl and gulls 
almost completel y  absent. These 
conditions produced a disappointing 
count, with onl y  47 species and 
2 ,382 individuals recorded. Notable 
birds were 1 4  Northern B obwhites 
and 1 00 Eurasian Tree Sparrows. 

20 December 
(Cedar Rapids, Iowa) 

I left at 3 :  1 5  a.m. for this 1 86-
mile round trip count. During the 
first half of the day I worked alone,  
j oining Weir Nelson and Ken 
Kadlec in  the early afternoon . 

Temperatures ranged from the low 
1 Os to low 20s with l ight to moder­
ate winds (0- 1 5  mph). Incredibly, r 
felt very alert and energized all day 
considering that I had been awake 
for 1 84 consecutive hours. M y  
group recorded 5 9  species and 
2 ,505 total birds. Among the high­
lights were single i ndividuals of the 
Double-crested Cormorant, Pied­
billed Grebe, and Long-eared Owl, 
along with 2 B lack-crowned Night­
Herons and 3 Carolina Wrens. 

21 December 
(Lake Red Rock, Iowa) 

I departed at 2 a.m .  for this 
count, which was 358  miles round 
trip from home. I birded with Jay 
Gi l l iam amid  relativel y strong 
winds (5-25 mph) and unseasonably 
mild temperatures (low 30s to upper 
40s) . Regardless of the decent 
waterfowl and gull diversity present 
on the lake, we tall ied onl y  48 
species, but with an impressive 
26,287 individuals, of which 1 7,820 
were Ring-billed Gulls and 5 , 1 00 
were Canada Geese. Other n otewor­
thy species included 83 B ald E agles, 
3 Thayer's Gulls, and 2 Glaucous 
Gul ls .  During the drive home, I 
began feeling tired and for the first 
time started to wonder i f  I would be 
able to complete this marathon chal­
lenge. (Editor's N ote: But Kelly, 
we've heard that from you before. 
We know you can do i t . )  

22 December 
(Keokuk, Iowa) 

l began the 1 90-rnile round trip 
at 3 a.m. and worked alone all day. 
The temperatures ranged from the 
mid 30s to the upper 40 s, while l it­
tle or no wind (0-5 mph) occurred. 
A stead y, sometimes heav y rain 
began in the late morning and con­
tinued the rest of the day. Still, we 
had a very good count, with 62 

This Snow Bunting was taken b)I 
Robert Hughes in Cook County du;._ 
ing the winter 200312004 season. 
It '.s· one .species to occasionally 
expect on some northern Illinois 
Christmas Bird Counts. 
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species and 17,400 individual birds. 
/\ mong thes e  species, I 2 were 
waterfowl. A number of' avian high­
l ights incl uclccl 6 ,445 Canv�1sbacks, 
36 Redheads, 4,630 Ring-necked 
Ducks, 2 American Whi te Pelicans, 
and a single Lincoln's Sparrow. 
Fur thermore, passerin e  response to 
the Eastern Screech-Owl ta pe was 
phenomena I al I clay. 

23 December 

(Princeton-Camanche, 

Iowa-Illinois) 

I departed my house at 3: 1 5  a .  m. 
for the 20-mi le round trip and 
worked alon e for the s econd day 
in a row. Amazingly, I felt very 
good al I clay and was never tired. 
Temperatures were i n  the u pper 
20s to mid 30s and winds ranged 
from 5-20 mph. Once again, passer­
ine response to th e owl tape was 
excel lent. As a resu lt, I had another 
remarkabl e  day tall ying 60 speci es 

Thousand of' Ring-necked Ducks plv 
the open waters of' 1/linois on some 
CBCI·; Jeny Kun1e1T photographed 
this single Ring-necked Duck 2 J 
Fehruwy 2004 a t  North Point 
Marina, Lake County. 

and 5 ,4 1 7  i ndividua l s .  As with 
yesterday, fair waterfowl diversi ty 
(11 species) was pres ent. This CBC 
also yielded a number of noteworthy 
finds such as 4 Trumpeter Swans, 2 

White-winged Senters, 16 N orthern 
Bobwhites, 113 Wi ld Turkeys, 120 
Bald f::ag lcs,  and 2 Eurasian Tree 
Sparrows ( one of the most northerly 
records ). 

24 December 

(Van Petten, Illinois) 

As  I left m y  house at 4: I 5 AM 
on thi s Chri stmas Eve m orn ing, to 
make the 1 64-rnile round trip drive 
to thi s  CBC, l was feel i ng real ly 
!ired and mentally drai ned .  Steve 
H ager and Ryan S clun i tz j oi ned me 
this day. The weather was crisp and 
cold with temperatures hoverin g  in 
the upper l Os to mid 20s, and a 5 - 1 5  
mph wi nd addi ng just enough wind 
chill to make it s lightly uncomfort­
able and keep the birds hold ing fair­
ly t ightly i n  cover. We ident ifi ed 52 
speci es and counted 3 ,975 i ndividu­
als. Highlights i ncluded 4 Wood 
Ducks, 30  meadowlark species, an d 
1 5  Rusty Blackbirds. H owever, the 

Table 1. Cumulative species identified and total number of individuals recorded 

during the 2003-2004 CBC marathon. 

Total# (23) 
Species* CBCs (# Ind.) 

Gr. White-fronted Goose 5 ( 1, 1 70) 

Snow Goose 5 (9,372) 

Ross's Goose 3 (57) 

Canada Goose 22 ( 29,054) 

Mute Swan I (4) 

Trumpeter Swan 3 (9) 

Tundra Swan I (35)  

Wood Duck 6 (40) 

Gad wal l  15 (427) 

Ameri can Wigeon 6 (295) 

A merican Black Duck 1 3  ( 45) 
Mallard 22 ( 1 1 ,945) 

Northern Shoveler 4 (82)  

N orthern P intail 4 (25)  

Green-winged Teal 4 ( I  I )  
Canvasback 6 (6,495) 

Redhead 5 (44) 

Ri ng-necked Duck 9 ( 8,960) 

Greater Scaup I (I) 
Lesser Scaup 10 ( 1,512) 

White-winged Seater 2 (4) 
Bufflehead 5 (4 I )  
Common Gol dencye 1 4  ( 8 ,646) 

Hooded Merganser I I ( 78)  
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#IL (14) 
CBCs (#Ind.) 

4 (1,166) 
4 (9,297) 

3 ( 57) 

1 4  (7,460) 

2 ( 8 )  

5 (39)  

I I (339) 

4 (276)  

9 (29) 

14 ( 1 0,097) 

4 (82)  
4 (25)  
4 ( 1 1 )  

5 (50) 

3 (7) 

6 ( 4 ,325) 

l ( l )  

7 (8  l 0) 
2 (4) 

4 (29)  

JO (6 , 1 86) 

7 (44) 

#IA (7) 
CBCs (# Ind.) 

1 (4) 
I (75 )  

7 (2 1 , 1 74) 

I (I) 
I ( 35 )  
1 ( 1 )  

4 (88)  

2 ( I  9) 
3 (7) 

7 (l ,560) 

1 ( 6,445) 

2 (37) 

3 (4,63 5)  

3 ( 702) 

1 ( 1 2) 

4 (2 ,460) 

4 (34) 

#WI (2) 
CBCs (# Ind.) 

I (420) 

I (4) 

1 (9) 

I (288) 
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Table 1. Continued 

Total# (23) #IL (14) #IA (7) #WI (2) 
Species* CBCs (#Ind.) CBCs (#Ind.) CBCs (#Ind.) CBCs (# Ind.) 

Common Merganse r  1 3  (3 ,758) 9 (2,735 )  4 ( 1 ,023 ) 
Red- breasted M erganser 1 (93 ) l (93) 
R udd y D uck 3 ( 1 2) 3 ( 1 2) 

Ring-necked Pheasan t 1 0  ( 1 20) 4 ( 1 1 )  6 ( I  09) 
Greater Prairie-Chicken l (25) l (25 )  
Wild Turkey 1 2  (262) 6 ( 1 79) 5 (35) I (48) 
N or thern Bobwhi te 6 (5 I) 5 (44) 1 (7) 
Common Loon I ( I )  l (I) 
Pied-billed Gre be 2 (2) 1 (I) I ( 1 )  
American Whi te Pelican I (2) 1 (2) 
Do uble-crest. Cormorant 5 ( 1 7) 4 ( 1 6) 1 ( l )  
Great Blue Heron 12 ( 1 66)  10 (163) 2 (3)  

B L-crown. N ight-Heron l (2) 1 (2) 
Black Vul ture I (9) 1 (9) 
Turkey Vul ture 2 ( I  I )  2 ( 1 1 ) 

Bald Eagle 2 1  (699) 1 3 (468) 7 (227) I (4) 
Northern Harrier 1 1  (26) 7 ( 1 7) 4 (9) 
Sharp -shinned Hawk 11 ( 1 4) 7 (8) 3 (4 I (2) 

Cooper's Hawk 9 ( 1 3) 7 ( 1 1 )  1 (I) I (!) 
Northern Goshawk 2 (2) I ( I )  I (!) 
Red-shouldered Hawk 6 (29) 5 (28) I ( I) 

Red-tai led Hawk 22 (242) 1 3  ( 126) 7 ( 1 03) 2 ( 1 3 ) 

Rou gh-legged Hawk I 5 (37) 7 ( 1 3 )  6 ( 1 3 )  2 (I I) 
Golden Eagle 2 (2) 2 (2) 

American Kestrel 22 (JO I )  1 4  (72) 7 (27) I (2) 

Merlin 2 (2) 2 (2) 

American Coot 7 (9 1 )  5 (82) 2 (9) 

Killdeer 6 (43) 5 (42) I ( I )  

Wilson 's Snipe 3 (6) 2 (5)  I (I) 
American Woodcock I ( I )  I ( I )  

Ring- bi lled Gull 1 9  (24,345) 1 4  (5 ,489) 4 (I 8,840) I ( 1 6) 

Herring Gul l  16 (2,250) I 0 ( 1 ,445)  4 (694) 2 ( 1 1 1 ) 

Thayer's Gull 6 (10) 4 (6) 2 (4) 
G laucous Gull I (2) 1 (2) 
Rock P i geon 23 (1,340) 14 (933 )  7 (362) 2 (45) 
Mournin g  Dove 2 1  ( 1 ,329) 1 3  (988) 7 (264) I (77) 

Monk Parakee t I (24) I (24) 

Eastern Screech-Owl 18 (38) 9 (22) 7 ( 1 4) 2 (2) 

Great Horned O wl 1 9  (76) 1 1  (41) 6 (27) 2 (8) 

Barred Owl 1 8  ( 40) 1 0  (24) 6 ( 1 4) 2 (2) 

Lon g-eared Owl 6 (7) I ( I )  4 (5) I ( 1 )  

Short-eared Owl I (3 ) I (3 ) 

Northern Saw-whet  Owl I (1) I ( I )  

Belted Kin gfisher 1 5  (39) 9 (20) 5 (I 6) 1 (3) 

Red-headed Woodpecker 18 ( 1 23) I 2 (82) 5 (40) 1 ( 1 )  

Red-bel l ied Woodpecker 22 (406) I 3 (240) 7 ( 1 54) 2 ( 1 2) 

Yel low- bellied Sapsucker 12 ( 1 4) 8 ( 1 0) 3 (3) I ( 1 )  

Downy Woodpecker 23(5 1 9) 1 4  (293) 7 (203) 2 (23 )  

Hai ry  Woodpecker 22 ( 148)  1 3  (93) 7 (49) 2 (6) 
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best encounter of the day, by far, 
was 3 Short-eared Owls perched on 
fence posts and observed as the sun 
was setti ng on this beauti ful 
Christmas Cvc. 

25 Decem ber 
(Chicago Lakefront, Illinois) 

I began the 3-hour, 368-mi le 
round trip, drive at 3 :30 a.m. on a 
clear, brisk Chri s tmas morni ng. 
Seasonable temperatures (low 20s to 
l ow 30s) and lighter wi nds (5- 1 0  
mph) made for a very enjoyable 
count. l teamed w i th Joel Greenberg 
to participate i n  the only CBC l 
went on located enti re ly within a 
major ci ty. Th i s  creates un i que 
count conditions, such as the near 
total absence of natural habitat w i th­
in the count circle, and the way b irds 
hol d tight to what l ittle habitat they 
can fin. For example, along Lake­
shore Drive we found a couple small 

Table 1. Continued 

landscape planti ngs of prairie grass 
(maybe 15 !eel long by 3 feet wide ) .  
Wi th in  these scraps of  hab i tat, there 
were 2 Song, 2 Swamp,  and  6 
W h i te- throate d  Sparrows wh ich 
s imply would not l eave the grass, 
despite the n umber of peopl e  di s­
turbing them. M y  group had only 
27 species and 4 ,047 b irds. The 
day's highl ights incl uded a s ingle 
Common Loon, 3 Thayer's G ulls, 
and 24 Monk Parakeets. By the way, 
for those of you wondering, the 
s leepless streak had now extended 
to 304 consecutive hours. 

26 December 

(Montello, Wisconsin) 

I departed home at 1 :30 a .m . .  to 
make the 4-hour, 499-milc round 
trip drive. I jo ined  Bill Brooks for 
the day. We bad very good weather 
conditions w i th temperatures rang­
ing from the mid teens to the mid 

30s and l igh t wi nds (5-10 mph). We 
had 45 species an d 1,9 1 8  i ndiv idual 
b i rds. The day's notable b i rds 
i ncluded 4 M ute Swans, a single 
Merl i n ,  3 Bel ted  K i ngfishers, an d 1 
Yel l ow-be I l ied Sapsucker. 

27 December 
(Lake Chautauqua NW R, 

Illinois) 

I l eft my house at 3 :30 a.m. for 
the 275-mi le  round trip .  1 birded 
with Angel la and Dan Moorehouse 
amid m i ld  weather, w i th tempera­
tures warmi ng from the mi d 30s to 
the mid 50s and l igh t  to moderate 
win ds ( 5 -20 mph). During the early 
morning l fe l t  great, but by late 
morning J was beginning to feel 
s ick .  By early afternoon, I was very 
ill with a severe respiratory infec­
tion that  left me with aching joints, 
a sl i gh t  fever and an uncontrol l able 
cough .  S till, I kept going, to finish 

Total# (23) 
Species* CBCs (#Ind.) 

#IL (14) 
CBCs (# Ind.) 

#IA (7) 
CBCs (# Ind.) 

#WI (2) 
CBCs (#Ind.) 

Northern F l i cker 

Pileated Woodpecker 

Loggerhead Shrike 

Northern Shrike 

Blue Jay 

American Crow 

Common Raven 

Horned Lark 

Carolina Chickadee 

B lack-capped Chickadee 

Tufted Titmouse 

Red-breasted  Nuthatch 

White-breasted Nuth atch 

Brown Creeper 
Carolina Wren 

Winter Wren 

Marsh Wren 

Golden-crowned Kinglet 

Ruby-crowned Kinglet 

Eastern Bluebird 

Hermit Thrush 

American Robi n  

Gray Catbird 

Northern Mockingbird 

Brown Thrasher 

European Starl ing 
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22 (354) 

14 (50) 

I (3) 
5 (5) 

22  ( 1 ,426) 

23 (3 ,0 1 1 )  

l (6) 
1 6  (730) 

4 (243) 

19 ( 1 , 1 39) 

1 8  (335)  

4 (8)  

22 (547) 
20 (87) 

1 3  ( 1 34) 

I 0 ( 1 9) 
I (l) 

1 0  (33) 

5 (27) 

1 0  ( 1 88)  

10 (23)  

13  (2,3 82) 

I ( I )  

4 ( 1 7) 
3 (6) 

23 ( 1 2 ,658) 

13 (233) 

9 (40) 

1 (3) 

4 (4) 

1 3  (788) 

14  ( 1 , 58 1 )  

1 2  (670) 

4 (243) 

10 (50 1 )  

1 2  (247) 

1 3  (3 1 9) 

1 3  (57) 

9 ( 1 1 9) 

6 ( 1 2) 
l ( l) 

9 (32) 
5 (27) 

7 ( 1 56) 

8 ( 1 8) 

8 (2,248 )  

1 ( 1 )  

4 ( 1 7) 

3 (6) 

1 4  (8,795) 

7 ( 1 16 )  

4 (6) 

7 (508) 

7 ( 1 ,247) 

4 (60) 

7 (499) 

6 (88)  

2 (2) 

7 ( 1 85)  
6 (29) 

4 ( 1 5) 

4 (7) 

1 ( I )  

3 (32) 

2 (5) 
4 ( 1 28) 

7 (3,739) 

2 (5) 

1 (4) 

1 (1) 

2 ( 1 30) 

2 ( 1 83)  

1 (6) 

2 (139) 

2 (6) 

2 (43) 
1 ( 1 )  

I (6) 

2 (124) 
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the day with 65 species and 3 , 1 64 
total birds . H i gh l i ghts from this 
CBC included 42 Great B lue He­
rons, singles of the Red-shouldered 
H awk and Ruby-crowned Kinglet, 
and 2 Northern Mockingbirds. 

During the drive home, I was 
feeling ver y i l l  and wondered if this 
would jeopardize my completing the 
marathon attempt. Compounding 

Table 1.  Continued 

my il lness was undou btedly the fact 
that J had not slept in 352 hours. 

28 December 

( Illini State Park, Illinois) 

Participatin g  on this CBC 
required a round trip of 205 miles. l 
departed for the count at 5 a.m. and 
was now terri bly sick. The infection 
left me with a severe ly  con gested 

Total# (23) #IL (14) 
Species * CBCs (# Ind.) CBCs (#Ind.) 

Cedar Waxwing 1 7  (674) 1 0  (200) 
Yellow-rumped Warbler 1 0  (6 1 )  8 (53)  
Common Yel lowthroat I ( I )  l ( 1 )  
Eastern Towhee 3 ( 1 0) 3 ( 1 0) 

American Tree Sparrow 23 ( 1 ,505) 1 4  (9 1 4) 

Field Sparrow 4 (67) 4 (67) 

Vesper Sparrow 1 ( 1 )  1 ( 1 )  

Savannah Sparrow l ( I) 1 ( 1 )  

Fox Sparrow 7 (23) 7 (23) 
Song Sparrow 20 (450) 1 4  (4 1 6) 

Lincoln's Sparrow 2 (2) 1 ( 1 )  

Swamp Sparrow 1 6  ( 1 37) 1 2  ( 1 29) 

White-throated Sparrow 20 (839) 13 (80 1 )  

White-crowned Sparrow 7 ( 1 45) 7 ( 1 45)  
Dark-eyed Junco 22 (2,28 1 )  1 3  ( 1 ,475) 

Lapland Longspur 1 0  (62) 8 (53) 

Snow Bunting 2 (8) 2 (8) 

Northern Cardinal 22 ( 1 ,747) 1 3  (935)  

Indi go Bunting l (5) 1 (5) 
Red-winged B lackbird 1 7  (46,054) 1 1  (45,8 1 6) 

Eastern Meadowlark 3 ( 1 1 4) 3 ( 1 1 4) 

Western Meadowlark 1 (3) 

Meadowlark sp. * *  2 (3 1 )  2 (3 1 )  

Rusty B lackbird 9 (440) 8 (436) 

B rewer's B lackbird I ( 1 )  

Common Grackle 9 (39,895) 7 (39,892) 

B rown-headed Cowbird 1 2  (2, 1 49) 9 (2 , 127) 

Purple Finch 1 7  (24 1 )  8 (74) 
House Finch 20 (503) 1 2  (350) 

Common Redpoll 4 ( 1 56)  3 (7) 

Pine Siskin 4 (5) 2 (2) 

American Goldfinch 22 (482) 1 3  (272) 

House Sparrow 23 (4,59 1 )  1 4  (2,794) 

Eurasian Tree Sparrow 5 (20 1 )  4 ( 1 40) 

Total Speci es (# Ind.) 132 (241,223) 120 (167,618) 

chest, which made breathing very 
difficult and coughing continuous 
and uncontrollable.  I joined Ken 
Wysocki and John Duran for this 
CBC. Once again the weather was 
extremel y  mild, with temperatures 
in the mid 40s to mid 50s and mod­
erate winds from I 0-20 mph. 
Despite the fact that I was gaggin g 
with nearly every breath, our group 

#IA (7) #WI (2) 
CBCs (# Ind.) CBCs (# Ind.) 

6 (455) 1 ( 1 9) 

2 (8) 

7 (543) 2 (48) 

6 (34) 
1 ( 1 )  

4 (8) 

7 (38) 

7 (709) 2 (97) 

2 (9) 

7 (799) 2 ( 1 3) 

5 (232) 1 (6) 

I (3) 

1 (4) 

1 ( 1 )  

2 (3) 
3 (22) 

7 ( 1 2 1 )  2 (46) 

7 (86) 1 (67) 

1 ( 1 49) 

1 ( 1 )  1 (2) 

7 ( 1 63)  2 (47) 
7 ( l ,658) 2 ( 1 39) 

1 (6 1 )  

93 (71,186) 51 (2,419) 

* Species taxonomic order and nomenclature follows A.0.U. (2003) and I .O.S .  ( 1 999). 

* * Not identified to species and therefore not counted in the species total. 
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had a productive clay with 5 7  
species and 6,93 8 i ndiv idual bi rds 
( Table l )  i n c l ud i ng  si ngles of  
Northern Shrike,  M arsh Wren, 
Castern Towhee and L incoln 's 
Sparrow, a l ong with 4 Fox 
Sparrows .  ( Editor's N ote :  8y 
th i s  t ime I would have been 
home tucked in to bed, but the � 
intrepid and unbe l i evable Kelly 
McKay kept on ! As they say in 
the commercials, we do not rec­
ommend anyone attempt this 
craziness. Un less your name 
happens to be Kelly M cKay. 
And remember, ask your doctor 
first before embarking on thi s  or 
any other exercise program.) 

29 December 

(Horseshoe Lake, I l linois) 

I departed home at l I p.m. 

30 December 

(Union County, I l l inois) 

After 7 very restfu I hours of 
sleep, J awoke refreshed and fee l ing 
much better. Steve Dinsmore and l 

parti cipated on, in terms of  diversi­
ty. The entire count was a h ighl ight ' 
For i nstance, we recorded 9 Black 
and l 0 Turkey Vu ltures, 3 
Loggerhead Shrikes, 1 2  Northern 

Mocki ngb irds, I Common 
Yel lowthroat, single Vesper and 
Savannah Sparrows, and 5 
Indigo Buntings. We spent N ew 
Year's Eve at Cathie 
H utcheson 's house ( another 
southern I l l i no i s  C BCer) .  
Cathie  and her husband Lou put 
us up for the night and dished 
out a heaping helping of south­
ern l l l inois hospita l i ty, along 
with a very del icious meal. 

1 January 

(Jackson County, Illinois) 

for the 7-hour, 3 88-mi le  drive to 
extreme southern J l l inois, where 

A Lincoln '.1· Sparrow is a nice .find .fin� an 

lllinois CBC. Kanae Hirabayashi photo­

graphed this Lincoln '.1· Sparrow 2 Octoher 

2002 at Montrose, Cook County. 

I would spend the next four 
days. I continued coughing un­
controllably, which probably 
helped keep me awake during 
this long overnight drive. A good 
friend, Catherine B land, joined me. 
During most of the night, we drove 
through l ight  to moderate rain 
squal ls, which ended within an hour 
of beginning the count. The weather 
was noticeably mild, which i s  typi­
cal for southern I l l inois .  The tem­
perature varied from the low 40s to 
the low 50s, and the wind was l ight 
(0- l 0 mph). We had a very good day 
i dentifying 7 1  species and 6,785 
individual birds. We had 1 5  species 
of waterfowl as wel l  as 7 Ruby­
crowned Kinglets, 1 8  Field Spar­
rows, I 0 Fox Sparrows, and 20 
E astern Meadowlarks. During the 
day, I started coughing up some 
blood, and by n ight I was feeling 
very sick again. The fear of not 
being able to continue the CBC 
marathon , brought about a decision 
to end my sleepless streak. l final ly  
went to  bed a t  I 0 p .m.  after being 
awake for 398 consecutive hours. 
The marathon was now 2/3 complete. 
However, as I slept for the first time 
in  16 days, 1 wondered if l would be 
able to successful ly  achieve this 
odyssey. 

Catherin e  B land and 
departed the Hutchesons at 4:45 
a.m. on this New Year's Day 
morning to make the 6 1 -mi le  
drive to  the  count c i rcle, where 
we joined Vicki Lang and Steve 
Juhlin. Once again, m i ld  weath­
er persisted with temperatures 
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departed for the 26-milc drive to 
this count at 5 :  1 5  a .m.  We enjoyed 
another mild day, with the tempera­
ture varying from the mid 20s to the 
mid 40s and l ight winds. M y  group 
recorded 74 species and 24,940 total 
b i rds. This number included 1 7  
species of waterfowl. Among the 
many highl i ghts of thi s  count were 
93 1 Greater White-fronted Geese, 
6, I 00 Snow Geese, 53 Ross's Geese, 
I Golden Eagle, and a single Gray 
Catbird. 

3 1  December 
(Mermet Lake, 

I llinois-Kentucky ) 

Once again, Catherine Bland 
and I formed a field party. We had a 
62-mile drive to the count c ircle, 
and departed at 5 a.m. Mi ld  temper­
atures and almost nonexistent winds 
along with my improving health 
made me really enthusiastic about 
the count. Thanks to a remarkable 
variety of waterfow I at Mcrmet 
Lake ( 1 8  species), my group had 
an absolutely extraordinary day 90 
species and 32 ,068 individuals .  This 
was the best CBC that I had ever 

in the mid 40s to mid 50s and l ight 
to moderate winds (5-20 mph) .  
Fewer waterfowl than expected 
resulted in the least number of 
species among the 4 southern 
I l l inois counts. Nevertheless, we 
still had a very good day observing 
69 species and 5 1 ,62 1 b i rds .  
Noteworthy species included l 7 
Red-shouldered Hawks, a single 
Golden E agle and Ameri can 
Woodcock, 44 Red-headed Wood­
peckers, 4 Brown Thrashers, 26,682 
Red-winged Blackbirds, and 1 9,257 
Common Grackles. 

2 January 

(Adams County, W isconsin) 

We departed Carbon dale, 
I l l inois at 7 p.m. and drove 1 1 . 5  
hours covering 6 1 2  miles north into 
central Wisconsin. I worked alone 
for the first half of the day, and then 
helped Eric Howe during the l atter 
half. The weather was much more 
inclement than what I had experi­
enced over the past 4 days, 600 
mi les to the south. Late in the 
afternoon it began to rain heavi ly, 
making the roads icy for the first 
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couple ho urs drivin g  home. We had 
a fairly poor day identifying onl y  30 
species and 50 1 total birds. Never­
theless, a n umber of no tables were 
observed incl uding 25 Greater 
Prairie-Chickens, sin gles of the 
Nor thern Goshawk and Merlin, 6 
Common Ravens, and 1 49 Common 
Redpolls. Fol lowing a 5-ho ur (249-
mile) drive home, I was final l y  able 
to sleep after 42 consec utive ho urs 
of being awake. 

3 January 

(North Linn, Iowa) 

After a mere 3 hours of sleep, I 
departed on the 1 98-mile round trip 
at 4 :30  am. to join Weir Nelson, Ken 
Kadlec, and Diana Pesek. All day I 
fel t very tired and I co uld feel m y  
respira tory infec tion coming back. 
To make ma tters worse, a s tron g 
win ter s torm was approaching Iowa 
from the wes t .  The tempera t ure 
dropped all day from the low 30s to 
the low 20s. The 5- 1 5  mph wind 
created a b i ting wind chill, which 
along wi th the fall ing thermome ter, 
kep t b irds in cover all  day and 
made coun ting very diffi cul t. We 
observed only 38  species and 2, 1 04 
indiv i d uals .  In teres tin g finds in­
c luded 4 Rough-legged Hawks, 292 
Cedar Waxwings, and 1 2  Whi te­
throated Sparrows. 

4 January 

(Muscatine, Iowa-Illinois) 

Al tho ugh I was neari n g  the 
s uccessful completion of this CBC 
marathon, the last co uple of days 
were no t going to go down easily. 
I left on the 76-mile ro und trip a t  
4 a .m .  wi th my infection back in  
ful l  force .  Addi tional l y, a major 
winter s torm moved in  overni gh t  
and continued all day lon g. Frigid 
temperat ures (low to mid 20s) and 
modera tel y s tron g winds ( 1 0-20 
mph), along wi th 8 inches of snow, 
created ex tremely  diffic ul t  condi­
tions wi th many roadways drifted 
shut. Lindsey Maess, ano ther first 
time Chris tmas coun ter, joined me 
in these br utal conditions and 
amazin gl y  we had a ver y good day 
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tall ying 52 species and recording 
1 ,869 individual birds. Nine species 
of waterfowl defini te ly  helped. 
No table finds included 2 Green­
winged Teal, 1 Northern Shrike, 2 
Hermi t Thrushes, and 4 Yel low­
r umped Warblers. 

5 January 

(Andalusia, Il linois- Iowa) 

I departed on the 74-mile round 
trip drive at 4 :30  a.m. Catherine 
B land and I once again formed a 
field par ty  for this CBC marathon 
finale. The win ter s torm was now 
over, leaving in i ts wake very cold 
temperat ures (low to mid l Os) and 
l i gh t  to moderate winds ( 1 0- 1 5  
mph), which produced a s ubs tantial 
wind chill .  Re gardless of the weath­
er conditions, bird activi t y  was good 
and we had a grea t  day to conclude 
this 23-coun t  CBC epic .  M y  gro up 
i den tified 56 species and 2 ,295 
individual birds. However, as wi th 
several of the coun ts, many of the 
common woodland species remained 
relative ly  scarce. The hi ghligh ts of 
this final CBC incl uded 1 24 Horned 
Larks, a single Win ter Wren and 
Nor thern Mockingbird, and 1 2  
Lapland Lon gsp urs. As  I was 
drivin g home at the end of the day, 
I co uldn ' t  wai t un til nex t year and 
began to wonder what sor t of CBC 
challenge I would under take nex t. 

D uring the course of comple tin g 
these 23 coun ts, m y  field parties 
identified a total of 1 32 species and 
recorded 24 1 ,223 individual b irds 
(Table 1 ) . Overall ,  the 1 0  mos t 
abundant species encountered in­
cl uded the Red-winged Blackbird 
(46,054), Common Grackle (39,895), 
Canada Goose (29,054), Rin g-billed 
Gull (24,345), European S tarlin g  
( 12,658),  Mallard ( 1 1 ,945), Snow 
Goose (9,372), Ring-necked D uck 
(8,960), Common Goldeneye (8,646), 
and Canvasback (6,495). These 1 0  
species acco un ted for 8 1 . 8% of 
all identified birds. I participated 
on 1 4  co un ts in I l linois, 7 in Iowa, 
and 2 in Wisconsin. 

I spen t 360 hours, mos t of them 
(267 .25) coun ting birds and only  32  

hours sleeping. I drove 7 , 1 00.25 
miles e i ther en ro ute ( 4,829) or 
co un ting birds (2,27 1 ,25) .  and I 
consumed 1 6 .4 gal lons of soda. 

Complet ing the full 23-co un t  
marathon, es tablishes a new all­
time record for the n umber of 
CBCs conducted by a single person 
in one year (breaking las t  year's 
record of 20 co un ts) .  I grea t ly  
enjoyed workin g and collec t ing 
data wi th so many old friends and 
new acq uain tances. I carry away 
from this marathon coun tless mem­
orable moments and experiences, 
and thank all the dedicated birders 
wi th whom i t  was my privilege to 
work. A CBC marathon is certainl y 
a grueling endeavor, and no t for 
everyone. However, we defini te ly 
require as m uch information as pos­
s ible re gardin g avian pop ulation 
trends in order to bet ter understand 
and make informed management 
decisions concernin g the health and 
s ta tus of o ur avian comm uni ties. 
Consequen tly, it is my hope that 
reading this article will inspire more 
people to active ly  participate and 
contrib ute data to the CBC pro gram. 
In the years to come, I believe that 
c i tizen scien tis ts wil l  play an 
increasin gl y  important role in the 
wildlife research and moni toring 
which is absol utely necessary if  we 
are going to pro tec t  and preserve the 
Earth's b iodiversi ty. 

Wi th the s uccessful accomplish­
ment of a complete CBC marathon, 
T am now ac tively sol ici ting ideas 
from o ther birders and Chris tmas 
coun ters on a new CBC challen ge. 
If anyone has a s ugges tion, please 
drop me an e-mail at Kell yJMcKay 
@aol.com. 

(Edi tor's s ugges tion: 
Kel ly, ge t some sleep!)  

Kelly J McKay, 
BioEco Research 

and Monitoring Center 
420 1st Avenue, PO Box 452 

Hampton, IL 61256 

KellyJMcKay@aol .com 
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Invasion of the Rough-Legs 

Rough-legged Hawks 

i nvaded northeastern 

I l l inois in late January 

2 004, affording many 

I l l inois b irders 

great looks. 
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Eric: Walters created this montage with photographs 

he took of" the visitors in action he tween 2 7 
Novem.her 2003 and 2 1  rehruary 2004 in Cook, 

Grum(v, Hemy and Ogle Counties. 
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Frolicking with the 

Gulls 
Photo Captions and Identification Tips by Christopher L. Wo od 

Thanks to organizers Jim Landing, David B .  Johnson 
and others, the Annual Gull Frolic held the past three 
years in February at Winthrop Harbor, Lake County, has 
become a bustl ing, crowded affair wi th birders, neo­
phyte and advanced, enjoying the gulls that visit I llinois 
during the colder months. The I llinois Ornithological 
Society  along with the Chicago A udubon Society, 
D uPage B irding Club, Will County A ud ubon Societ y, 
Kane County Audubon Socie ty, Evanston North-Shore 
B ird Club, Wild B ird Center and Chicago Ornithological 
Society have financial l y  s upported this event. The 2005 
Gull Frolic will be held Saturday, Febr uary 1 9  from 9 
a.m. to 4 p.m. 

To prepare for this year's Gull Frolic, we feature 
some photos from last year as well as de tails on how to 
identify these birds in black and white, written by 
American B irding Association 's Christopher L. Wood. 
Lucky  for Tllinois birders, Chris has recently moved 
to o ur prairie state. No te that Chris prefers the term 
first-cycle rather than first-winter and directs readers to 
see two recent articles by Steve N.G. Howell  in B irdin g 
for more details on molt terminology. (Vol .  3 5  No. 5 
Octo ber 2003, All You Ever Wanted to Know Abo ut 
Molt, Part 1 and Vol .  35 No. 6, December 2003, Al l  You 
Ever Wanted to Know A bo ut Molt, Par t  1 1  ) . 

F irst-cycle 

Kumlien's I celand Gul l  
Photo by Robert Hughes. 

Firs t-c ycle K um lien's Gulls are similar to both Gla uco us Gull and 
Thayer's Gull .  Compared with a first-cycle Glauco us Gull ,  note this 
bird's mostly dark bil l  (Glauco us wo uld have a dark tip) and this bird's 
relatively long  wings .  D ifferentiatin g Thayer's Gul l  from Kumlien 's Gull 
is no torio usl y challenging. Note here the very pale wings that are paler 
than the bod y, and the pale and heavil y  patterned tertials. Also note the 
rounded head and bod y  that along with the short bil l  and legs, give the 
bird a rather dumpy appearance. 

Second-cycle 

Kum lien 's Iceland Gul l  
Photo by Jerry Kumery. 

This bird's extensivel y  white wings are too pale for even the 
palest of Thayer's Gulls .  The bird's dark bill tip may s uggest 
Gla uco us Gul l ,  but note the darker feathers on this bird's upper­
wing coverts, which along with the date show that this bird is 
either in i ts second or third winter (that these are still mostly white 
s uggest a bird in its second-cycle) . B y  the time Kumlien 's Gulls 
have molted in ad ult-like wing coverts, the extent of black on the 
bil l  is us ual ly  q uite limi ted and more similar to a Glauco us Gull. 
Size is a bi g help in differentiating the two species at this age, but 
the scaup in the backgro und isn't close enough to be m uch help. 
N ote, however that at least the o uter two primaries are somewhat 
darker than the rest of the wing. This sho uld  be eno ugh to convince 
us this is a Kumlien's Gull .  

These photos were either taken at the Februwy 2004 Gull Frolic in Winthrop Harh01; 
Lake County or during winter 200312004 at Montrose Harbo1� Cook County. 
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al ong the I l l i no i s  River. Green 
I sland/Lost Mound had 35 Tundra 
Swans on the M i ssi ssirpi River. 
Greater White-fronted (7,402 in 1 6  
circles) and Ross's Geese ( 1 88 in  
10  circles) are being recorded in 
greater numbers. Greater Scaup arc 
l ingering longer on Lake Michigan 
-Evanston and Waukegan recorded 
large rafts of I 0,07 1 b irds pl us 
4, 1 75 scaup species. This increase 
in scaup may be due, in part, to 
the zebra m ussel explosion . Most 
unusual were the in land scoter 
records :  a Surf at N ewton and 
M ennet Lake, 3 White-winged at 
Merrnet, a Black at K ishwaukee, 
and two Whi te-winged at Princeton­
Camanche IA and Davenport JA 
on the M ississippi River. All three 
scoters were at both Evanston 
(North Shore) and Waukegan on 
Lake M ichigan. Long-tai led Ducks 
at Carlyle (3), Cl inton ( I ) ,  Daven­
port (2), Pere Marquette ( I )  and 
Rend Lake ( I )  were unusual inland 
records. Lake Michigan 's numbers 
of wintering Long-tailed are dim­
i ni sh ing (4 at Evanston; 1 1  at 
Waukegan) .  Hooded Mergansers 
( I  ,622 in 37 circles) were noted 
in increased numbers by several 
com pi le rs. 

Diu rnal raptors through 

gul ls  

Bald Eagles ( 1 ,922 in  43 circles) 
are definitely on the upswing, and 
s ix circles noted al l-time highs for 
thei r  respective counts . So l i tary 
Golden Eagles were at Fermil ab­
Batavia and Chautauq ua and 
Jackson and Union counties. This  
eagle is regular in southern I l l inois 
around the goose refuges and more 
unusual in the rest of the state. 
Northern Harriers ( 549 in 49 cir­
cles) were widespread. Northern 
Goshawk singletons were at Joliet 
and Forest Glen.  Thi s  was a Rough­
legged Hawk ( 1 56 in 47 circles) 
year. Single Merl ins were noted on 
six counts. Twelve Peregrines on 
seven counts indicate a more regular 
occurrence of this species m our 
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state in early winter. Noteworthy 
were s ix Gray Partridges at Van 
Pctten and one recorded by 
Rockford of thi s  difficult-to-find 
and decl ining game bi rd. Easy to 
detect now i s  the not-so Wild Turkey 
( 1 ,297 in 39 circles). A l ingering 
(wintering?) Virginia Rai l was noted 
at Cypress Creek. L is le  Arboretum 
noted a late flight of 122 Sandhill 
Cranes whi le  singletons were noted 
at Bloomington, Fermilab-Batavia,  
and Chi l l icothe. four Least Sand­
p ipers were at Rend L ake and 
another sol itary bird was at Pere 
M arquette. An American Woodcock 
at Forest G len was the northernmost 
of the 8 reported in the state (in 5 
circles) this season. The northern­
most Bonaparte 's Gul ls  were at 
Chicago Urban ( 1 2 ) and Evanston 
(North Shore) ( I ) . Fermi lab-Batavia 
recorded the only I celand Gull .  N ine 
Lesser Black-backed Gulls ( in 5 
circles) were noted. The 2 Great 
B l ack-backed G ul ls at Calumet 
were expected but the inland bird 
at M iddle Fork River Valley was 
remarkable.  

American P i pit  on the 

Evanston North-Shore 

B ird Count 

at Fort S heridan,  

Lake County. 

2 7  December 2003.  

Photo by 

Geoffrey Wil l iamson. 

P igeons through 

kingl ets 

Expanding Eurasian Collared­
Doves ( I  3 1  in 1 2  circles) were new 
for several counts. New to the 
Ill inois CBC species l ist was Rend 
Lake's obliging White-winged Dove, 
a cooperative stake out. See photo. 
The largest Long-eared Owl count 
was Green Is land/Lost Mound's 1 5  
owls.  Seventeen Short-eared Owls 
at Hennepin was a good tal ly for 
the north. N ine N orthern Saw-whet 
Owls (in eight circ les) was probably 
a result of persistent effort of di I i ­
gent owlers. Belted Kingfi shers 
( 3 1 8  in 57 c ircles) were reported 
on nearly every count, several with 
all-t ime h ighs .  Most remarkable 
were the two l ingering Rufous 
Hummingbirds (both banded and 
photographed) at Jackson County 
and Bird Haven. The ubiquitous 
w inter woodpecker n ext to the 
Downy (4,972 in 62 circles) is the 
Red-bel lied (4,666 in  6 1  c ircles) .  
P i l eated Woodpeckers (575 in 3 9  
circles) seem t o  be better detected 
along T l l inois '  deep river val leys. 
Indicative of a mild season were 
1 6  Eastern Phoebes ( in 7 c ircles), 
though al l were in  the southern tip 
of l l l ino is .  F i fty-six Loggerhead 
Shrikes were tal l ied (in I 3 circles). 
Fi fty i nvading Northern Shrikes 
(in 20 c ircles) were noted, with the 
southernmost be ing recorded at 
Chautauqua. Blue Jays ( 1 1 ,9 1 3  in  
6 1  circ les)  were noted in h igh 
numbers this season perhaps in  
correspondence to a good mast 
crop. Following a l ull year with 
few reports (38  in 20 circles l ast 
season) Red-breasted Nuthatches 
(324 in  36  circles) were recorded 
in good numbers: 6 1  individuals at 
Waukegan certainly was a spike 
count. A noteworthy sol i tary Barn 
Swal low and House Wren were at 
Warbluff. A sol i tary Sedge Wren 
was noted at Cypress Creek and 4 
Marsh Wrens were tall ied ( in 4 
circles) with the northernmost birds 
being at I l l ini  and Chautauqua. 

97 



Thrushes through 

buntings 

Higher counts and more 
frequent reports of frugivo­
rous species (birds that eat 
poison ivy, honeysuckle, wild 
grape, and berries off of other 
trees and shrubs that retain 
their fruits)  were Eastern 
Bluebirds (2,423 in 49 cir­
cles), Hermit  Thrushes (245 
in 45 circles) ,  American 
Robins ( 1 8 ,588 in 53  circles), 
Gray Catbirds ( 1 2  in l 0 circles), 
N orthern Mockingbirds (346 in 35 
circles), Brown Thrashers (50 in  1 6  
circles), and Cedar Waxwings 
(7, 1 77 in 55 circles). These species 
were noted by many compilers as 
being in above-average numbers. 
For example, the report of 1 2  Gray 
Catbirds statewide is nearly unheard 
of in early winter i n  Il l inois .  
American Pipits (232 in 6 circles) 
were noted throughout the state 
with northernmost individuals at 
Evanston ( !  at Ft. Sheridan in Lake 
County, see photo) and Champaign 
(5); remarkable high counts were 
tall ied at Meredosia Island (35),  
while Horseshoe Lake 's 1 27 pipits 
was, indeed, a state record. 

In the warbler department, most 
unusual were the northerly single 
Pine Warblers at Lisle Arboretum 
and Waukegan both first for their 
respective counts. Evanston (North 
Shore) had its first Orange-crowned 
Warbler. Palm Warblers were noted 
at Newton ( 1 ), M ennet Lake (2), 
and Jackson ( 1  ). Single Common 
Yel lowthroats were at Baldwin 
Lake, Chicago Urban, Meredosia, 
and two were at M ennet Lake. 

Two Spotted Towhees were 
noted, one each at Fermilab-Batavia 
and Lake Mermet; Chicago Urban 
had a count week bird. Eastern 
Towhees (286 in 23 c ircles) were 
well represented particularly i n  the 
south; M ermet Lake tallied a very 
high count of 62 individuals. Three 
Chipping Sparrows were noted at 
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The Grasshopper S parrow 

has not been recorded on 

an I l l i nois CBC s ince 

1 949.  John D u ran, who 

along with Marlys 

Oosting d iscovered this 

species 1 4  December 2003 

d uring the Lis le  

Arboretum Christmas 

B ird Count returned with 

G eoffrey Wil l iamson to 

obtain photographs 2 2  

December 2 0 0 3 .  T h e  Lisle 

Arboretum count encom­

passes Cook, DuPage and 

Wil l  Counties. T he 

Grasshopper Sparrow was 

fou nd and photographed 

i n  Cook County. 

Cypress Creek (2 undocumented) 
and Green Island/Lost Mound ( I ) . 
A Vesper Sparrow was found at 
M ermet Lake. Not since 1 949 has 
a Grasshopper Sparrow been re­
corded on an Illinois CBC; L isle 
Arboretum's well-documented and 
photographed bird (see photo) was 
a remarkable find. 

Low counts of Le Conte 's 
Sparrows were noted this year with 
7 reported from 3 circles, plus 
Hennepin had a count week bird. 
Six Lincoln's Sparrows (in 6 circles) 

were reported and Chicago 
Urban had a count week bird. 
A solitary Harris's Sparrow 
was noted at Cypress Creek. 
Most unusual were the 4 
Indigo B untings at Union 
and 5 buntings at M ennet 
Lake; these b irds were fre­
quenting weedy sorghum 
fields. A tardy migrant was 
a female Rose-breasted 
Grosbeak at Meredosia 
Island; this bird was found 
in an overgrown ragweed 

field associating with cardinal s .  
Low numbers of Snow Buntings 
(375 in 1 1  circles) were indicative 
of the mild winter; a singleton at 
Carlyle Lake was the southernmost 
bird. No count missed our state bird, 
the Northern Cardinal ( 1 4,732 111 

62 circles). 

B lackbirds through 

weaver finches 

Rusty B lackbirds (807 in 22 
c ircles) were rather sparse. Brewer's 
Blackbirds noted were at Peoria ( 1 )  
and Green Island/Lost Mound ( l ) .  
House Finches (6,082 in 62 circles) 
were ubiquitous. Two White-winged 
Crossbil l s  were at M iddle Fork 
River Valley, whi l e  20 Common 
Redpolls were noted (in S circles) 
with the southernmost being at 
Chautauqua. Pine Siskin (677 in 29 
circles) was the most numerous 
winter finch. Purple Finches were 
more widespread than siskins (622 
in 44 circles) and in greater numbers 
compared with last year's 7 1  in 1 7  
c ircles. Where are the Evening 
Grosbeaks? It's been 9 years since 
they last were reported on an l ll inois 
CBC. E urasian Tree Sparrows 
( 1 ,448 in 1 7  circles) are enjoying a 
bit of an expansion up the I l l inois 
River Valley and M ississippi River 
Valley with Clinton-Savanna IA, 
Princeton Camanche IA, B loom­
ington, and Peoria recording thi s  
species for the first time. 
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Spotted Towhee. Wheaton ,  D u Page County. 

2 5  December 2 00 3 .  

P hoto by E r i c  Walters. 
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he high Qount for that circle 
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nc new species to that circle 's fount 

NC New to the state's .Count species l ist 

nd no details 

ps £resent for ,20me time 
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rn remarkable number 

rr remarkable record 

ud unconvincing details 

boldface Species/number/item of note. 

Not e :  2003/2004 CBC count circles 

The empty circles did not report to the I l l inois CBC. 

Some circles bordering I l l inois report to olher states. 
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Fi rst-cycle 

Glaucous Gul l  
Photo by Robert Hughes. 

This first-cycle Glaucous Gull i s  
simi lar t o  the palest o f  Kum lien's 
Iceland Gul l ,  but note the much short­
er wings, blockier head shape, and the 
bicolored b i l l .  

Ad ult Thayer's Gul l  
Photo by Robert Hughes. 

Scanning through large flocks of 
Herring Gulls  can be tedious, but 
often rewarding when you come upon 
something like this bird. Looking at 
the underside of the far wing we can 
see that it is very pale. Herring Gul l ,  
by contrast, would have the underside 
of the primaries appear black with 
only a smal l  white mirror and white 
tip. This is the l east subjective mark 
to separate thi s  Thayer's Gull from 
Herring Gul l .  Also note the dark wash 
on the back of the head and nape 
that is quite smudgy. When scanning 
through a l arge fl ock of Herring 
Gulls, looking for thi s  more even 
wash, is a good way to find a candi­
date Thayer's Gull . 

Volume 13, Number 3 

Second-cycle 

Thayer's Gul l  
Photo by Roher/ Hughes. 

Most large gulls take four years to 
reach adult plumage. The mottled 
appearance of the mantle and wing 
coverts on this bird is typical of a 
second-cycle b i rd. I n  many ways 
this bird is s imi lar to a Herring Gull . 
But this bird's primaries are consid­
erably paler than a Herring Gull 's .  
Furthermore, the pale frosty tips are 
unl ike a H erring Gul l .  The darkest 
Kumlien 's Gulls may approach this, 
but they should show more of a 
pattern to the tertial s .  While quite 
variable ,  this i s  a rather normal ­
looking second-cycl e  Thayer's Gul l .  
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The 2 00 3/2 004 Illinois 

Christmas Bird Count 

"Man, what a day of bird­
ing !"  exclaimed frank Bennett, 
compiler of the M assac County 
M errnet Lake count. Everything 
went r ight, according to Bennett, 
who said his CBC was "a magi­
cal day of birding." Mermet Lake 
tal l ied an amazing state record 
1 1 2 species breaking the previ­
ous high of 1 05 species held by 
Cypress Creek ( last season) by 
seven species. The average low 
temperature of  2 5  degrees 
Fahrenheit and average high temper­
ature of 3 7 degrees Fahrenheit 
statewide helped hold many linger­
ing species. Open water combined 
with the right weather conditions, 
observer effort, good wild foods 
(berries, mast and other seed crops), 
and other right stuff made for a sea­
son to remember�particularly i n  
southern Illinois. Not t o  b e  over­
shadowed by M ermet Lake's suc­
cess, several other southern Illinois 
counts smashed the state's previous 
record of 1 05 species. These includ­
ed Rend Lake ( 1 I 0), Carlyle Lake 
( 1 08), and Cypress Creek (I 07). 
Union County achieved I 00 i n  
200 1 102 and H orseshoe Lake 
achieved 1 00 in 1 999/2000. No 
count in  central or northern Ill inois 
has ever come close to achieving 
I 00 species .  A total of 62 counts 
were received tallying a total of 1 67 
species, including one new CBC 
species, White-winged Dove, plus 
one unrecognized form, (Ringed 
Turtle-Dove). Table l shows the 
count compi lers, weather condi­
tions, party hours and other circle 
data. Map 1 shows the location of 
the counts. Table 2 shows the count 
species data broken i nto North, 
Central and South. 
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For the first time ever, 

a White-winged Dove 

was recorded on an 

I l l i nois C BC. 

Travis A. Mahan 

photographed this bird 

at the Waltonvi l le  grain  

elevators in Jefferson 

County 6 December 

2 00 3 .  It remained i n  the 

area to be tal l ied on the 

Rend Lake count. 

H igh counts 

Twenty-two all-time state high 
counts were set or tied for an 
individual species total recorded 
within a count circle. Rend Lake 
tall ied a record 235 Horned Grebes, 
2 Eared Grebes, and 4,656 Bona­
parte 's Gulls. Cal umet City-Sand 
Ridge tallied an amazing 34 Black­
crowned Night-Herons, 4 Peregrine 
Falcons, and 1 03 Monk Parakeets. 
Union County tied their 3 ,000 
Greater White-fronted Geese and 
found a record 65 Ross's Geese. 
Evanston (North Shore) recorded 
1 79 Redheads and 6,899 Greater 
Scaup on Lake M ichigan . Crab 

by David B. Johnson 

Orchard NWR noted 703 Hooded 
Mergansers. Cypress Creek tal­
lied a record 20 l Black and 23 8 
Turkey Vultures, 468 Kil ldeer, 4 
American Woodcock, and 365 
Yellow-rumped Warblers. Fermi­
lab-Batavia set a record of 27  
Cooper's Hawks and 1 0 invading 
Northern Shrikes. Mennet Lake 
noted 8 l ingering Dunlin and 
5 Indigo Bunt ings. Horseshoe 
Lake recorded a remarkable 1 27 
American Pipits. Rockford tallied 

a record 720 House Finches. 

The top ten total numbers of 
individuals (in order of abundance) 
were: Common Grackle (335,286), 
Mallard (260,350), American Crow 
(2 1 8,866), Canada Goose (2 1 1 ,62 1 ) ,  
European Starling ( 1 96, 1 64), Red­
winged Blackbird ( 1 87,608), Snow 
Goose ( 1 62,653), Ring-billed Gull 
(74,745), House Sparrow (43 ,788),  
and Mourning Dove (20,977). 

Loons through waterfowl 

Rare any time (especially in­
land) was Springfield's Pacific Loon 
well documented by numerous pho­
tographs. Common Loons (28 in 8 
circles) l ingered statewide. M iddle 
Fork River Valley noted a rare Red­
necked Grebe. Chautauqua's five 
American White Pelicans were the 
only pelicans recorded. Great Blue 
Herons ( 1 ,268 in 56 circles) were 
widespread. Crab Orchard ( I )  and 
M errnet Lake ( l )  noted the only 
Great Egrets. The northernmost 
Turkey Vultures were at M iddle 
Fork (5) ,  Forest Glen ( ! ) , and 
Springfield ( 1 2) .  B lack Vultures 
(289 in 5 circles) were confined to 
southern I l l inois .  1 4  Trumpeter 
Swans (in four circles) were note­
worthy as were 5 1  Tundra Swans at 
Chautauqua and 7 at Hennepin, 

Meadowlark 
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F ield Notes 

Mule Varied Thrush dra wing 

hy Michael L. P Rette1: 

The 2 0 0 3/2 004 Winter Season 

Temperatures in I l l inois during the 
winter season of 2003-2004 ranged 
from well-above to well-below normal 
levels. Overal l ,  I l l inois experienced a 
fairly dry winter season, interrupted by 
a few notable  w i nter slorms, which pro­
duced pri mari ly snow across the north­
ern 2/3 of the state and rain or ice across 
the southern l /3 . 

Overall, temperatures during Decem­
ber across the state were normal to 
slightly mild. The exception occurred 
during the last ten days of the month, 
when well-above average temperatures 
occurred. A fairly strong winter storm 
moved across I ll inois early in the monlh, 
producing heavy rain on 9 December 
and < l i nch of snow on I 0 December. 
Precipitation was otherw ise m i nor, 
with a couple of l ight snows ( < l inch) 
statewide i n  mid December and a l ight 
rainfal l  over most of the stale on 28-
29 December. Additionally, an isolated 
storm resulting in a few inches of 

snow occurred in central Illinois on 1 3  

December. 

J anuary was very cold, with tempera­
tures ranging from below normal to 
well-below normal. Compounding these 
frigid temperatures were high winds (> 
20 mph) over several days during the lat­
ter 2/3 of the month, yielding severe 
wind-chills of -20 to -3 0 degrees 
Farenheit. A major winter storm moved 
across Illinois on 3 -4 January, whi ch 
dropped 6- 1 0  i nches of snow statew ide. 
Little precipitation fel l  across the state 
in mid January. A major  wi nter slorm 
on 25-26 January produced 4-8 i nches 
of snow across the northern 2/3 of 
I l l inois,  and 0.75 inch o f  ice over the 
southern third. Two days later, another 
1 -2 inches of snow fell  across I l l inois .  

ln  February, temperatures were con­
siderably below normal during the first 
half of the month and then well-above 
normal through the latter half. J-1 igh 
winds on several days i n  early February 

by Kef£v J McKay 

resulted i n  substantial wind-chil ls .  A 
couple of storms in early February 
dropped 3-4 i nches of snow across the 
northern 2/3 o f  the slate and freezing 
rain in the south 2-3 February, then a n  
additional 2-3 inches of snow over the 
northern 2/3 on 5 Feb. The balance of 
February saw little or no precipitation. 
Warming temperntures during the l atter 
half of the month caused a rapid elimi­
nation of snow cover. M ost of the snow 
in Illinois had melted by 20 February. 

Bird diversity during the 2003-2004 

w inter season was among the h i ghest 
ever, with 1 78 species reported by more 
than 1 00 contributors in I l l ino is .  
Virtually a l l  of the  expected wintering 
species, along with a considerable num­
ber of 1 i ngering migrants, were encoun­
tered. Addit ionally, several "scmi­
hardy" species were present. Some early 
spring migration began by late February, 
but no major movements occurred unti l  
after February. 

WATERFOWL TO VULTURES . . .  Waterfowl diversity was 
impressive, a lthough lhc maj orily of species occurred in lower 
than expected numbers. The Greater White-fronted Goose 
continues lo expand throughout the state, while concentrations 
of the Canad::i Goose remained relatively low. Notable num­
bers of Snow and Ross's Geese wintered at lrnditional southern 
and central locations. 

Ring-necked Duck, Hooded and Common Mergansers, and 
Ruddy Duck. A female Harlequin Duck was found on lhe 
Mississippi River in Rock Is land County and a male was 
found at Winthrop J-l mbor in Lake County. 

Among the various other waterbird species, most occurred 
in typical l y  low numbers. N oteworthy concentrat ions were 
tallied for Horned Grebe, American While Pelican, Doublc­
crested Cormorant and G real Blue Heron. The most unusual 
waterbi rd was Pacific Loon in M::idison Cou nty. 

Due lo harsher w i nter weather, and the associated increase 
i n  ice cover on many water bodies, most "puddle ducks" were 
l ess numerous this winter. The only notable concentrations 
i n c l uded 1 00,000 Mallards at Carlyle Lake and 34,8 1 3  at 
Chautauqua. S imilarly, most diving ducks were less abu ndant. 
Exceptions i ncluded slightly greater numbers among the 
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DIURNAL RAPTORS TO GULLS . . .  The season proclucecl 
1 3  species of diurnal raptors. Overal l ,  most were found in 
greater abundance, especially so for Bald Eagle, Northern 
H arrier, Rough-legged Hawk, and Merli n .  One Northern 
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Goshawk occurred in the central region, and 3 Golden Eagles 
were reported this season. The most unusual raptor was an 
Osprey in Jasper County. 

Sandhill Cranes were somewhat more numerous this w inter, 
although largely confined to the northeast. Seven species of 
shorebirds were identified this past winter. Typical species 
such as Killdeer and Wilson's Snipe occurred in normal abun­
dance, while American Woodcock was restricted primarily to 
tl1e southern portion of the state. Four unusual shorebird species 
were detected in I ll inois, including Least Sandpiper, a January 
Pectoral Sandpiper and Dunlin. Undoubtedly, the best shore­
bird of the winter was an adult Purple Sandpiper at Waukegan. 

Fewer species of gulls were detected in  I llinois this past 
winter, and numbers of semi-hardy gulls were lower overall. 
Notable counts were made for Bonaparte's Gull, Ring-billed 
Gull,  and Thayer's Gull. Iceland, Lesser Black-backed and 
Glaucous Gulls were present in relatively normal abundance. 
Iceland Gull was almost exclusively restricted to northern 
I l l inois,  and Great Black-backed G ulls were far less abundant 
this winter. An adult Little Gull was a good find at Mermet 
Lake. 

PIGEONS TO KINGLETS . . .  Numbers of Eurasian Collared­
Dove continue to grow, and several large flocks of the more 
common Mourning Dove were reported. A White-winged 
Dove was documented at Jefferson County. 

Owls were generally found in typical to sl ightly less than 
normal numbers, except for two maj or roosts of Long-eared 
Owls at M idewin National Tallgrass Prairie and Lost M ound 
National Wildl ife Refuge. Thousands of pellets were collected 
there and are being analyzed. The most noteworthy owl report 
was of 1 -2 Barn Owls in Putnam County; this species is still 
virtually accidental outside extreme southern Illinois.  No 
Snowy Owls were reported this wi nter. 

A remarkable 4 Rufous Hummingbirds were reported, three 
in southern Illinois. Woodpecker numbers were fairly typical, 
except for the Red-headed Woodpecker, which was far less 
abundant in  the south. A Say's Phoebe found at Carlyle Lake 
in late February had l ikely overwintered in the area. 
Loggerhead Shrike was detected in  fairly typical numbers, 
while Northern Shrike staged yet another strong movement 
into the state, mainly in the northern quarter, especially north­
eastern Illinois.  Although somewhat smaller than the winter 
1 999/2000 invasion, a minimum of 85 N orthern Shrikes were 
reported on Illinois CBCs, this report, and unpublished records 
on IBET (I llinois Birds Exchanging Thoughts) list serve. 

In  general, common permanent residents such as corvids, 
chickadees, Tufted Titmouse, and White-breasted Nuthatch 
were reported in greater abundance. H owever, I suspect these 
species continue to be under-reported statewide. Greater snow 
cover al lowed for higher counts of open-country birds such as 
Horned Lark and Snow Bunting. A Fish Crow was reported in 
Madison County. Two Tree Swallows and a lone Barn Swallow 
were the only swallows reported. The Red-breasted Nuthatch 
was considerably more numerous. 

Other than a few noticeable concentrations of Carolina 
Wrens in central and southern locales, both Carolina and 
Winter Wrens were overall less abundant. Lone Sedge and 
Marsh W rens were good finds. The Golden-crowned Kinglet 
was far less numerous across the state, while the Ruby­
crowned was somewhal more abundanl. 
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THRUSHES TO NEOTROPICAL GROSBEAKS ... Overall, 
thrushes (especially H ermit) appeared to be more numerous, 
especially in the northern and central regions, while mimids 
were fai rly typical in abundance. The exception was the rela­
tively impressive number of 6 Gray Catbirds reported 
statewide. A single Varied Thrush was found in Sangamon 
County. One large flock of American Pipit was noteworthy, 
while Cedar Waxwings were found in greater numbers, partic­
ularly in the north and central sections of the state. 

A good diversity of 6 warbler species was reported this sea­
son. The Yel low-rumped Warbler was much more numerous, 
with substantial concentrations being encountered around 
the state. Other warblers included 2 Orange-crowned, 1 male 
Cape M ay, 2 Pine, and 2 Pal m Warblers, and a single female 
Common Yellowthroat. 

Eighteen species of sparrows (towhees through Snow 
Bunting) were recorded this winter. Both towhees were in good 
numbers, including 3 Spotted Towhees statewide and notable 
concentrations of Eastern Towhees. A single Vesper Sparrow 
was noted, and a Grasshopper Sparrow was a surprise and 
very rare winter record. Other sparrow highl ights include 3 
Le Conte's, 3 Lincoln's, and 3 Harris's Sparrows. Dark-eyed 
Juncos occurred in fairly typical numbers, while the Lapland 

Longspur was slightly less abundant than usual in most areas. 
Increased snow cover y ielded l arger numbers of Snow 
Buntings, especially in the north. 

The Northern Cardinal was reported in larger numbers this 
winter, particularly in northern and central portions of the 
state. Remarkable tallies of 4 and 5 Indigo Buntings were 
made on two southern Illinois CBCs, and a single Dickcissel 
was another good find. 

BLACKBIRDS TO WEAVER FINCHES ... Bl ackbirds 
seemed to be less abundant this winter, probably due to the 
more severe winter weather and increased snow cover 
statewide. Only 4 Western M eadowlarks were reported 
statewide, while a couple large counts of Eastern Meadowlarks 
were made. Brewer's Blackbird was found at only two south­
ern locations. 

House Finch and American Goldfinch were relatively abun­
dant. Additional ly, Illinois experienced a modest invasion of 
winter finches this year, primarily across the northern portion 
of the stale. Noteworlhy counts were tallied for Purple Finch, 
Common Red poll and Pine Siskin .  Cross bills remained 
extremely rare, with only one report for each species. Once 
again, the Evening Grosbeak was not reported in Illinois.  
House and Eurasian Tree Sparrows both occurred in  greater 
numbers during the 2003-2004 winter. The Eurasian Tree 
Sparrow appears to be expanding relatively quickly northward 
along the Mississippi and I l l inois Rivers. 
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A s  a printing a i d, the fol lowing abbreviations have been used throughout  th is  report: 

MC 

* 

< 

> 

111 .ob. 
ad. 
irnm. 
unk.  
I st/2nd/3rd 
pr 
Co(s) 
FP 
L 
L&D 
N W R  
p 
R 
S P 
WA 

Max i m um counts from various 
sections of the state 
documented observation 
reported as fall departure 
reported as spring arrival 
many observers 
adult(s) 
immature( s) 
u nknown age/sex 
fi rst/second/third-year pl um age 
pair(s) 
County (Counties) 
Forest Preserve 
Lake 
Lock and Dam 
National Wi ldl ife Refuge 
Park 
R iver 
State Park 
Wi ldlife Area 

Information on counts greater than one, sexes, and/or 
ages of birds i s  incl uded where ava i lable;  no number 
indicates s ingle birds. This informat ion is fo l lowed by 
the location of the observation, date(s) of observation, 
and the observer(s) .  Noteworthy elates of occurrence, 
remarkably high counts, and/or l ocations for the state 
as a whole, or for part icu lar regions of the state, are 
underl i ned and boldfaced. Species of extreme ly 
unusual occurrence in I l l inois during the winter appear 
in CAPITALIZED, BOLDFAC ED fonts. Headings for 
species requiri ng review by the !ORC appear in CAP­
ITA LIZED, UNDERLIN ED, AN D BOLDFACED 
fonts. Records pending IORC review are enclosed i n  
square brackets [ ] ;  ful ler detai ls  o n  accepted records 
w i l l  be inc luded in forthcoming TORC reports i n  th is  
journal. Please note that some diagnostic photos are 
incl uded in this report; but we maintain the brackets 
until IORC has completed i ts voting. 

Car l .L 
CBG 
Chi 
Clin.L 

CrabOr. 
East Fork L 
Emiq 
Goose L Pr. 
H L  

H LCA 
!BSP 
JP 
KCP 
LCal 
LMNWR 
Chau 
M.Arb. 
Menne! L 
M idFkVM LN 

M idNTP 
M i ss.R 
MTwa in 
N achusa 
Oakwd Btms 
Pr.Rdg 
QC 

Rend L 
Rockfd 
(L) Spfld 
SRSF 
SRock 
UCCA 
Urbana 
Wauk. 
Win throp H 

Carly le Lake (Chnton & Fayette Cos) 
Chicago Botanic Garden (Cook Co) 
Chicago and vici n i ty (Cook Co) 
Clinton Lale (Dewitt Co) 
Crab Orchard NWR ( W i l l i amson Co) 
East Fork Lake (Rich land Co) 
Emiquon NWR (Fu lton Co) 
Goose Lake Pra irie State Natural Area (Grundy Co) 
Horseshoe Lake ( Madison Co) 
Horseshoe Lake Conservation A rca (Alexander Co) 
I l l i nois  Beach State Park ( Lake Co) 
Jackson Park, Chicago (Cook Co) 
Kennckuk County Park (Vermi l ion Co) 
Lake Calumet and vic in ity (Cook Co) 
Lost Mound National Wi ldlife Refuge (JoDaviess Co) 
Chautauqua N W R  ( Mason Co) 
Morton Arboretum (Du Page Co) 
Merinet Lake Conservation Area ( Massac Co) 
Middlefork State Fish & W i l dl i fe Arca 
(Vermil ion Co) 
Midewin National Tal lgrass Prairie (Wi l l  Co) 
M i ssissippi River (various Cos) 
Mark Twain N W R  (Mercer Co) 
Nachusa G rasslands (Lee Co) 
Oakwood Bottoms (Jackson Co) 
Prairie Ridge State Natural Area (Jasper Co) 
"Quad Cities" (Rock Island/Moline area) 
(Rock I s land Co) 

Rend Lake (Frankl in & Jefferson Cos) 
Rockford and v ic inity ( Winnebago Co) 
(Lake) Spri ngfield (Sangamon Co) 
Sand Ridge State Forest (M ason Co) 
Starved Rock State Park (La Sal le Co) 
Un ion County Conservation Area ( Union Co) 
Champaign-Urbana area (Champaign Co) 
Waukegan and vicin ity (Lake Co) 
Winthrop Harbor ( Lake Co) 

Maximum counts are provided, where avai lable, from each of the three regions of I l l inois (north, central, and south ) as mapped 
out in H. David Bohlen 's 1 978 Annotated check-list of the b irds of I I i i  no is. Additional data l'eflecting the progress of the season 
are noted, when avai I able, for species and areas of special interest. The species accounts below follow the taxonomy and nomen­
clature or the 7th edition of the American Ornithologists' U n ion's Check-I isl of North American B i rds,  Lhrough its 44th (2003 ) 
Supplement. 
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Greater W hite-fronted Goose 
MC: 1 60 1 ,  H LCA , 29 Dec (SB ,TH); 1 500, Carl . L, 24 Jan (TAM, 
DK); 1 420, Chau, 27  Dec (R&SBj); 93 1 ,  UCCA, 30 Dec (KJM, 
SDi); 500, Clm1, 23 Feb (KM). Others: 275,  L Spfld, 1 9  Jun ( RJ); 
1 60, Jackson Co, I Jan (VL,  SJ, 111.ob.) ;  1 25, East Fork L, 20 Feb 
(LHn); I 00, H L, 1 5  Feb (FH); 50, Vermi lion Co, 17 Dec (EC, 111 .ob.). 
Somewhat more widespread this winter, particularly i n  the central 
and southern regions. 

Snow Goose 
MC: 300.000, Carl.L, 10 & 24 Jan ( DK, TAM);  30,000, Rend L, 1 7  
Dec (KM) ; 1 9,700 ( 1 1 ,550 white morph, 8 1 50 b lue morph), Chau, 9 
.Ian  (R&SBj); I 0,000, Spnd, 22 Feb (KM). Others: 6 1 00, UCCA, 30 
Dec (KJM, SDi); 5 850, Alexander Co, 29 Dec (SB,TH); 5052, Two 
Rivers N W R  (Calhoun Co), 3 Jan (RJ); 2 1 6 1 ,  Alexander Co, 29 Dec 
(K.IM ,  CB); 836, Jackson Co, 1 Jan (VL, SJ, 111.ob.). Other than at 
Carl.L , considerab ly less abundant in Lhe south, but more abundant 
in the central region. 

Ross's Goose 
MC: 53, UCCA, 30 Dec (KJ M ,  SDi); 1 6, Alexander Co, 29 Dec 
(SB, TH); 12, Rend L, 6 Dec (KM, 111 .ob .) ; 8, including 1 dark 
morph, UCCA, 30 Dec (SB, TH). Others: 4, L Storey (Knox Co), 7 
Dec (DJM, PR); 4, Carl . L, 1 5  Dec (KM, CL) ; 3, Jefferson Co, 6 Dec 
(FB, Ill.ob.); 3, Jackson Co, I Jan (VL, SJ, m .ob.); 2, Massac Co, 1 9  
Jan (FB); Durand (Winnebago Co), 2 0  Dec (BG); HL, I 5 Feb> (FH). 
Considerably more abundant and widespread this winter. 

Canada Goose 
MC: I 0,000, Grundy Co, 1 8  Jan (KM, TA M,  DK); 8489, Chau, 2 
Jan (R&SBj) ;  4252, L Spfld, 1 1  Jan (RJ); 2909, QC, 1 4  Dec (KJM,  
111 .ob.); l 200, Madison Co, 30 Jan (KM); I 000, East fork L ,  20 Feb 
(LHn). Others: 2250, Rock R (Ogle Co), 20 Dec (EW, J IE) ;  2 1 00, 
Nauvoo (Hancock Co), 27 Dec (AD); 1 800, Little Swan L (Warren 
Co), 2 Jan (LLH); 1 630, JP, 25 Dec (PC, SC); 1 3 1 0, Verm ilion Co, 
1 7  Dec (SB, m .ob.) ;  1 000, Mon tgomery Co, 30 Jan (KM). 
Somewhat more abundant this w inter, but n umbers were sti l l  low 
due primar i ly to the lack of aerial waterfowl  survey data. 

Mute Swan 
MC: 85, Wolf L (Cook Co), 25  Feb (WM); 39, Lake Co, 6 Dec 
(SB,SDe); 32, Channahon (Wil l  Co), 1 1  Jan (UG); 1 4, LZurich 
(Lake Co), 1 2  Feb (SB). Others: 6, L Sptld, 8 Feb (RJ); 5, Fox R 
(Kane Co), 27 Feb (ES); 3, Verm i l ion Co, 1 7  Dec (SB,BS); 3, 
Evanston (Cook Co), 27 Dec< (DY); 2, Wayne Co, I Jan (BS); 2, 
H L, 1 7  & 22 Feb (FH, W R); Carl.L, 13 Dec (DK). Widespread, but 
somewhat less abundant. 

Tundra Swan 
MC: 85, Winnebago Co, 1 7  Dec (MK); 40-55, Chau, 5 Dec-23 Jan 
( R&SBj); 5 1 ,  Chau, 27 Feb> (R&SBj). Others: 7, Putnam Co, 3 Dec 
(DFS); 6, Rend L, 20 Dec (KM, CL);  2, Carl.L, 7 Dec (TAM, DK); 
Verm i l ion Co, 1 7  Dec (MJ E,VB); Jasper Co, 4 Feb (LHn) .  
Somewhat more abundant, but extremely scattered. 

Wood Duck 
MC: l 9, UCCA, 30 Dec (KJM ,  SDi); 1 1 ,  Mennet L, 3 1  Dec (KJM, 
CB); 7, St. Clair Co, 26 Feb (KM); 4, Green R (Lee Co), 24 Dec 
(KJ M, SH) ;  4, H LCA, 29 Dec (KJM, CB); 4 (2 pr), Lodge P (Piall 
Co), 23 Feb (RJ); 4 (2 pr), Panther Creek WA (Cass Co), 29 Feb (RJ);  
3,  Rock R (Rock Is land Co), 14 Dec (TM, SF). Somewhat more 
common and widespread this w i n ler. 

Gadwall 
MC: 2060, P utnam Co, 3 Dec (DFS); 2023, H L, 27 Dec (FH) ;  200, 
M ennet L, 3 1  Dec (KJM, CB); 1 74, Chau, 5 Dec (R&SBj) ;  149, 
Widewaters (Wi l l  Co), 8 Jan (JC). Others: 67, UCCA, 30  Dec 
(SB,TH); 62, Grundy Co, 26  Dec (DFS); 54, LCal, 3 Jan (WM); 50, 
Rend L, 6 Dec (DK, 111 .ob.); 50, HLCA, 29 Dec (KJM ,  CB). 
Somewhat less numerous this w inter. 

American Wigeon 
M C :  330, Putnam Co, 3 Dec (DFS); 1 73, UCCA, 30 Dec (KJM, 
SDi) ;  I 00, M ennet L, 2 Jan (K.M, CL); 45, Carl . L, 1 5  Dec (KM, CL). 
Low nu111bcrs reported, primar i ly  due to the Jack of aerial waterfowl 
survey data. 

1 1 0  

American Black Duck 
MC: 273, Chau, 5 Dec (R&SBj). Others: 25,  Grundy Co, I Feb 
( EW); 22, Rend L, 20 Dec (KM, CL); 20, Putnam Co, 3 Dec (DFS); 
1 5 , Verm i l ion Co, 17 Dec (EC, SB); 1 5 , Chau, 23 Feb (KM); 1 4, 
LCa l,  20 Dec (WM);  1 0, L&D 1 3  (Wh iteside Co), 1 8  Dec (KJ M, 
RS) .  Less abundant overal l .  

Mallard 
M C :  100,000, Carl.L, 1 2  Dec (DK); 34,8 1 3, Chau, 2 Jan (R&SBj); 
I 0.500, Putnam Co, 3 Dec (DFS); I 0,000, H LCA, 29 Dec (SB,TH); 
5 1 60, UCCA, 30 Dec (KJM, SDi); 5000, G rundy Co, 18 Jan (KM , 
TAM, DK); 3652, Verm i l ion Co, 1 7  Dec (EC, 111 .ob.). Lower m1111-
bers reported from traditional central and southern concentration 
sites, doubtless due, in part, to the Jack of aeria l  waterfowl survey 
data. 

Blue-winged Teal 
Mennel L, 28 Feb> (KM, TAM), 

Northern Shoveler 
MC: 92, Chau, 5 Dec (R&SBj); 75, Carl . L, 12 Dec (DK); 66, 
HLCA, 29 Dec (KJM, CB). Others: 55, Rend L, 20 Dec (KM, CL); 
30, Cal houn Co, 3 Jan (TAM , DK); 2 1 ,  H L, 20 Feb (KM); 12, Rock 
R (Rock Island Co), 1 4  Dec (TM, SF) ;  I 0, M ennet L, 3 l Dec (KJ M ,  
CB); I 0 ,  M i lan Bottoms (Rock Is land Co), 28  Feb (KJM, A F). 
Numbers remained low throughout the state. 

Northern Pintail 
MC: 3200, Putnam Co, 3 Dec (DFS); 2000, Carl.L, 24 Jan (TAM, 
DK); 1 500, Chau,  23 Feb (KM); 1 25 ,  I-IL, 20 Feb (FH);  40,  M i lan 
Buttorns (Rock Island Co), 28 Feb (KJM,  AF). Others: I 00, Rend L, 
6 Dec (KM, 111 .ob.); 1 00, Calhoun Co, 3 Jan (TAM, DK); 30, UCCA, 
30 Dec (S B,TH); 20, East Fork L, 20 Feb (LHn) . Numbers stil l  rel­
at ively low throughout the state. 

Green-winged Teal 
M C :  3566, Chau , 5 Dec (R&SBj); 5 1 0, Putnarn Co, 3 Dec (Df'S); 
300, Rend L, 17 Dec (KM); 1 1 2, HL, 27 Dec (F l-I ) ;  82, Carl.L, 1 Jan 
(DK). For the most part, this species occurred i n  fairl y  low numbers. 

Canvasback 
MC: 1 500, Carl.L, 19 Jan (DK); 600, HL, 20 Feb ( FH); 260, Putnam 
Co, 3 Dec (DFS); 1 20, L Spfld, 8 Feb ( RJ). Others: 375, Jersey Co, 
1 1  Jan (J I E, EW); 83, Rend L, 20 Dec (KM, CL); 56, Chau, 1 2  Dec 
(R&SBj); 35, Cordova ( Rock lsland Co), 23 Dec (KJM); 25, 
Win throp H, 2 1  Feb (RJ, 111 .ob .) ;  4 male, Evanston (Cook Co), 1 4  
Dec< ( EW). This species was l ess abundant. 

Redhead 
MC: 1 6 1 ,  Lake Forest (Lake Co), 27 Dec (GW); 1 40, WinthropH ,  8 
Feb (SB,SDe); 42, Chau, 27 Feb (R&SBj); 40, HL, 20 Feb (KM); 30, 
Calu met P (Cook Co), 1 8  Jan (CAM) ;  20, L Zurich (La ke Co), 1 2  
Feb (SB). N u mbers remain relatively low across I l l inois. 

Ring-necked Duck 
MC: 5000, Merrnet L, 2 Jan (KM, CL); 1 380, Putnam Co, 3 Dec 
(DFS); I 000, H L, 22 Feb (FH) .  Others: 550, H L, 27 Dec (FH) ;  500, 
Carl . L, 7 Dec (TAM, DK); 1 87,  UCCA, 30  Dec (KJM, SDi); 95, 
HLCA, 29 Dec (KJM,  CB); 45,  Rend L, 20 Dec (TAM, DK); 42, 
L ittle Calumet R, LCal, 20 Dec (WM); 36, Chau, 1 6  Jan (R&SBj). 
S l ight ly more abundant, particularly in the south. 

Greater Scau p  
M C :  2932, IBSP, 1 Jan (GW); 370, Chi, 27 Dec (DFS). Others: I 0, 
Car l .L,  1 5  Dec (TAM, DK); 7, East Al lon (Mad ison Co), 8 Jan 
(KM); 6, Rend L, 12 Jan (KM); 5, Mer111et L, 1 & 19 Jan (FB); 5, 
Rock Island Co, 5 Jan (SF); 3 ,  L Sptld, 8 Feb ( RJ ) ;  l:lutterworlh l' 
(Rock I sland Co), 14 Dec (*KJM);  St. Char les (Kane Co), 7 Feb 
(DW); HL, 20 Feb> (FH) .  

Lesser Sca up 
MC: 505, M iss . R (Wh iteside Co), 1 8  Dec (KJM, RS); 295, M i ss .R 
(Rock Is land Co), 1 4  Dec (KJM,  L&CB); I 05,  Rend L ,  1 2  Jan (KM); 
1 00, H L, 20 Feb (KM). Others: 250, Little Calumet R, LCal, I 0 Jan-
22 Feb (WM); 95, Carl.L, 15 Dec (TAM, DK); 50, IBSP, I Jan 
(GW); 33,  Chau, 5 Dec (R&SBj). Somewhat low numbers. 
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H ARLl<:Q U I N  DUCK 
ad. lcmalc, l htllcrworth r• ( Rock I s l  a n  c l  
Co), 2!J Feb ( "'/\F, ((J M ,  111.oh.); ad. m;i lc, 
Wi nthrop H a rbor ( Lake Co),  8 l7cb<> 
( ' J K, S De, S l3 ), 

S u rf Scoter 
4, C h i ,  27 Dec ( D FS ) ;  2, l l lSP, I .I an 
(G W) ;  Newlon I .  ( .Jasper C :o ) ,  1 6- J <J Dec 
( L I-In, 13S, S B ); ad. lcm;1lc, Menne! L, 3 1  
Dec, 1 -2 . Jan ( 'TB. K M ,  C L ). 

White-winged Scoter 

Rudely Duck 
M C :  7h7,  Chau,  1 2  J )c<.: ( R & S l lj ) :  5 8 5 ,  
Pu tnam Co, 3 Dec ( D FS);  500, I-I L, 22 Feb 
( 1 : 1 1 ) ;  400, Cirassy L ( Un ion Co), 2 8  1:ch 
( l( M , TA M ); 1 48 ,  I S p l l d ,  1 1  . Ian ( IU ). 
Others: 27,  Rend L, 21 1  lkc (TA M , D K ); 
21 1 ,  Carl . L, 29 Feb ( L' S ) ;  5, M c 1·mct  L. 3 1 
Dec ( K .I M ,  Cfl ) .  So111cwh<1L 111orc abundant, 

bu t rcw reports from the nonhcrn region. 

G ray Pa rtri d ge 
<i, Whiteside Co, 24 Dec ( .1 8 ) ;  Rockrd, 2 1 1  
Dec ( D W ). 

Ri ng-necked Pheasant 
4 (2 I st ma le, I ad. le111ale, I I st temalc), 
Mennc t L, I & 1 8  Jan ( " 'FB) ;  3 ,  Wi l mellc 
(Cook Co), 27 Dec (.l l E, EW. W S ) ;  2 ( I  
ad.  lemale, I im m. female), L&D 1 4  
( Rock I s land Co), 1 4  Dec ("KJM) ;  2 i m m .  
lemale, Cordova (Rock I s land Co) ,  23 
D e c  ( * K J M ) ;  I B S P, I Jan ( G W ) .  A lthough 
more frequent this w i n ter, this remains an 
extremely scarce spec ies . 

Male Harlequin Dude ar Winthrop 

HarhO!; Lake County. 8 Fehl 'llat)J 2004. 
Photo hy Jerry Kume1y 

MC: 55,  Champa ign Co, 20 Dec ( 13C, 
Ill.Ob.) .  OllHffS: 6 female, De Kal b  Co, I 
fob (M BC ); 5, Whiteside & Lee Cos, 24 
Dec ( K.I M ,  rn.ob.) ;  4, Nachusa, 20 Dec 
( E W, J I C) .  

Black Scoter 
fema le, F:vanston (Cook Co) , 27 Dec (J I E, WS, F,W ) ;  1 st female, 
Alton ( Mad ison Co), 3 .Ian (TA M ,  D K) . Very rmc this winter. 

Long-tailed Duck 
4, Carl . L, 2 Jan (KM, C L) ;  2, Buttcrwmlh P ( Rock I s land Co), 14 
Dec ( L&C 13) ; male,  Rend L,  20 Dec (FB);  l B S P, I Jan (GW);  
lemale, East Fork L, 20 . Ian (LH n) .  Extremely low numbers, 

Bufflehead 
MC: 45 , Putnam Co, 3 Dec (D I'S);  36, Rend L,  20 Dec (TAM, DK); 
26, Chi, 25 Dec (JG, K.I M ,  111 .ob.) ;  25,  East A l ton (Madison Co), 8 
.Ian (KM);  1 2, Wooster L ( Lake Co), 6 Dec (SB,SDe); 1 1 , Chau, 23 
Jan (R&SBj).  Others : 22, Car l . L, 1 Jan ( DK) ; 1 2, W inthrop H ,  2 1  
f'eb (GW). Less abundant than usua l . 

Common Goldeneye 
MC: 3500, Carl.L, I Jr n1 ( D K ) ; 3000, 
M iss .. R ( Rock I s land Co), 9 f'eb (JC); 2508, 
M iss. R (W h i tes i de Co), 1 8  Dec (KJ M ,  RS); 
2300, L Spflct, I 1 Jan (RJ ); 2250, Rend L, 
1 2 Jan (KM); 550, L&D 21 (Adams Co), 9 
Feb (AD); 500, Ca l umet P (Cook Co), 1 8  
Jan (CA M).  

Hooded Merganser 

Greater Prairie-Chicken 
2 1 ,  Marion Co, 27 l'eb (.IW, TE); 1 5 , Pr. Rdg, 1 9  Dec (JW, 111 .ob.) .  

Wild Turkey 
MC: 206 , Win nebago Co, 20 Dec ( D W ) ;  1 1 3,  Rock I s land Co, 23 
Dec (KJM ); 79, Fu lton Co, 1 9  Jan ( L Ll-I ) ;  57, M on roe Co, 2 Dec 
(JZ); 50, Ca l houn Co, 3 Jan (TAM, D K ) ;  25, Mercer Co, 1 9  Dec 
( KJ M ,  111 .ob . ) . Others: 62, G rundy Co, 9 Jan (JC) ; 62, 13clvidere 
(Boone Co), 2ll Jan (DW);  45, Ca!'l'oll Co, 1 8  Dec (KJM,  RS); 42, 
East Alton (Mad ison Co), I 1 Jan ( E W); 39, Jersey Co, 3 .Jan ( JU);  1 5 , 
Oregon (Ogle Co), 24 Jan ( DW); 1 I ,  Vermi l ion Co, 1 7  Dec (EC, 
m .ob.). Somewhat more abundant th is w in ter. 

Northern Bobwhite 
MC: 1 6, Rock Island Co, 23 Dec (KJ M);  1 5 , Metropol i s ( M ass<1c 
Co), 3 1  Dec (KM,  DK); 1 4, M ercer Co, 1 9 Dec (K.I M ,  S H ,  BC) ; 1 2, 
Rend L, 20 Dec (KM,  C L);  1 2, Mason Co, 27 Dec (AM ,  DM,  K.I M).  

Others: 4,  Fu lton (W h ites ide Co), 14  Feb 
(UG); 3, Jasper Co, 29 Dec (D FS) ;  Carrol l  
Co,  18  Dec (KJ M, RS); ma le, Sangamon 
Co, "bird was road-ki l led and sent Lo the 
I l l inoi s Natu ra l H i story Survey," 8 Feb 
(R.J). This spec ies remains  scarce across 
the state. Less numerous and cons iderab ly 
less distributed through the south. 

Pacific Loon 
I-I L, 5 Dec (FH ,  KM, J F: ) .  

Common Loon 
MC: 3 1 6, Chau, 5 Dec ( R&S Bj) ;  1 3 7,  
Rend L, 20 Dec (TAM,  DK); 95, CrabOr., 6 
Dec (KM,  111 .ob.); 52, Wooster L ( Ln ke Co), 
6 Dec (SB, S De) ; 5 1 ,  L Splld, 19 Jan (RJ ) ;  
30, Riverdale (Cook Co), 27  Dec (WM); 
25, Putnam Co, 3 Dec ( D I'S ) .  Others: 3 1 ,  
L Verm i l i on (Verm i l ion Co), 1 7  Dec (SB);  
30, Car l . L, 1 3  Dec (DK); 20, Du Page Co, 
29 Feb ( U G ) .  This species was somewhat 
more abundant . 

Common Goldeneye in Winthrop Harbo1; 
Lake County. 2 l February 2004. Photo 

MC: 6, Rend L, 20 Dec (TAM,  DK); 3, 
CrabOL, 6 Dec (f'8, m.ob.) ;  2, Grant P, 
Chi,  I Dec (DFS). Others: I I L, 5 Dec< 
( F l- I ) ;  Carl . L, 2 1  Dec ( D K ) ;  Newlon L 
(Jasper Co), 1 9  Dec (SB, m .ob.). Ch i , 25 
Dec (JG,  KJ M,  111 .ob.) .  

Pied-billed G rebe 
by Jerry Kumery. 

Common Merganser 
MC: 2548, M iss. R ( Wh i tes ide & Ca rrol l  Cos), 1 8  Dec (KJM, RS, 
m .ob . ) ;  2200, Nauvoo ( Hancock Co) , 9 Jan (AD); l 025, M iss .R 
(Rock Island Co) ,  17 l 'eb (JC);  782, Chau, 27 l'eb (R&SBj) ;  5 80, 
SRock, 28 l'eb ( ES); 365, L S p ll d ,  19 Jan ( RJ) ;  350, H L, 1 1 Feb 
(FH); 250, Chi, 24 Jan (GW). Somewhat more abundnn t th is w i n ter, 
espec ial ly in the north and central reg ions.  

Red-breasted Merganser 
MC: 690, Chi ,  27 Dec ( D F S ) ;  294, W i l mette (Cook Co), 27 Dec 
( F:W, J l E, W S ) ;  1 1 5 , Rend L, 20 Dec (KM,  CL). Others : 30, Carl . L, 
1 3  Dec (DK); 20, Crnb01'., 28 Feb> (KM,  TAM) ;  1 5 , L Sptlcl , 1 1  Jan 
( RJ ) .  
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MC: 32, East fork L, 28 J an (LH n) ;  22, 
Rend L, 20 Dec (TA M , DK); 1 8, Putnam 

Co, 3 Dec (DFS); 1 2 , L Spflct, 8 Feb (RJ). Others: 2, Verm i l ion Co, 
1 7  Dec (MJE, BS);  (TH); 2, Mern1et L, 2 Jan (KM,  C L) ;  Woll' L 
(Cook Co) ,  H LCA, 29 Dec (SB), 1 1  Jan (WM); H L, 29 l'eb> ( F H ) .  
S l igh t ly more numerous , particularly i n  the  south .  

Horned Grebe 
MC: 1 98, Rend L, 20 Dec ( F 13); 80, CrnbOr. ,  6 Dec (KM, 111 .oh.). 

Others: Evanston (Cook Co), 26-28 Dec (EW, m.ob.); I-I L, 27 Dec 
( F H ) ;  L Splld,  1 9  .Ian ( R J ) .  Scarce throughout the stale, except for a 
couple of southern waterfow l concen trat ion s i tes. 

Red-necked G rebe 
i mm. , CrabOr., 6 Dec ( F B ,  111 .ob.); acl. ,  L Verm i l i on (Vern1 i l ion Co), 
1 7  Dec (* M.IF:) .  

1 1 1 



Eared Grebe 
3, CrabOr., 6 Dec (FB,  111 .ob.); 2 ,  Rend L, 20 
Dec (FB) .  

American W hite Pelican 
MC: 1 88, Cl ifton Terrace (M adison Co), I I 
Jan (EW); 86, Chau, 1 2  Dec ( R&SBj); 75, 
I l l inois R (Jersey Co), 3 Jan (TAM, DK). 
Others:  L&D 20 (Adams Co), 15 f'eb (AD); 
Grnssy L (Union Co), 2 8  f'eb (KM, TAM). 
Only a couple of notable groups were report­
ed. No reports from the north. 

Double-crested Cormorant 
M C :  3000, Rend L, 6 Dec (KM, 111.ob.); 282, 
Chau, 5 Dec (R&SBj); 1 3 , M iss.R ( Rock 
Is land Co), 14 Dec (!OM, m .ob.). Others: 1 6, 
Carl .L ,  1 1  Jan (DK); 3, Verm i l ion Co, 1 7  Dec 
( MJE); 2, Chi ,  25 Dec (GW, m .ob .); 2, Joliet 
(Wi l l  Co), 1 1  Jan (UG); 2, S Rock, 24 Jan 
(KM, CL);  M er111et L, 3 1  Dec (KJM, CB);  H L, 
1 6  Jan (l'l-1). Other than a couple of relatively 
l arge concentrations, this species was fai rly  
scarce. 

Great Blue Heron 

Northern Harrier 
MC: 84, Pr.Rdg, 1 9  Dec (JW, 111.ob.); l1, 
Pyramid SP (Perry Co), 27 Feb (JW, TE); 9, 
Whiteside & Carroll Cos, 1 8  Dec (KJM, RS, 
111.ob.); 8, Bal'lel Grass lands FP (Cook Co), 27 
Dec (WM); 7, Rei l ly  (Vermi l ion Co), 21 Nov­
thru winter (SB,  SDe); 7, M idNTP, 28 f'eb 
(RH ,  GJ); 6 (3 male, 3 unk.), Hancock & 
Schyuler Cos, 1 8  Jan ( LLH); 4, Chau, 9 Jan 
(R&SBj). Others: 1 6, Carl . L, 24 Jan (TAM,  
DK); 1 5 , Johnson Co, 2 Jan  (KM,  CL); 6, 
Pulaski Co, 28 Feb (KM, TAM); 5, Putnam 
Co, 1 7  Dec (DFS); 4 (2 ad. male, I ad. female, 
I i 111 111 . ) ,  N ach usa, 20  Dec (EW, J I  E). 
Considerably more abundant and widespread 
throughout the state. 

Sharp-shinned Hawk 

MC: 1 46, Chau, 9 Jan ( R&SBj);  48, Oakwd 
Btrns, I Jan (VL,  SJ, m.ob.) ;  46, Miss . R  
(Whiteside & Carro l l  Cos), 1 8  Dec (EA, OW, 
111 .ob.); 42, I l l inois R (M ason Co), 27 Dec 
(AM, OM, KJM). Others: 29, Rend L, 12 Jan 
(KM); 27,  Adams Co, 24 J an (AD); 24, 
Alexander Co, 29 Dec (KJM, CB); 19, Mennet 
L, 3 1  Dec (KJM, CB); 1 8, S Rock, 3 1  Jan 

bnmature Cooper �· Hawk at the 
Chicago Botanic Garden, Cook 
County. 13 February 2004. Photo 
by Jeny Kumery. 

3 ,  Verm i l ion Co, 1 7  Dec (EC, m .ob.); 2 (2 ad.), 
C l in .L, 14 Dec (RJ); 2, Rend L, 1 7  Dec (KM);  
2, Mason Co, 27 Dec (AM, DM, KJ M); Boone 
Co, all winter (AB); M .Arb., 14 Dec- I Jan 
( MBC, ES); Carl . L, 1 5  Dec (KM, C L);  
Wh ites ide Co,  1 8  Dec (KJM,  RS) ;  I-IL, 27  
Dec< (FH); La  Salle Co ,  28 Dec (KW, JD ,  
KJM) ;  M errnet L, 3 1  Dec (KJM); Olney 
(Richland Co), 3 1  Dec (LHn); Jackson Co, l 
Jan (VL, SJ,  111 .ob.); B ushnell (McDonough 
Co), 5 Jan ( LLH); Russel l (Lake Co), 1 9  Jan 
(SB); Goose L Pr., I Feb (EW); Big R State 
Forest (Henderson Co), 7 Feb (EW); LCal, 1 4  
Feb (WM, RH). Relatively normal numbers 
and d i stribution. 

(GW); 1 7, Vermi l ion Co, 1 7  Dec (SB, m.ob.); 1 4, UCCA, 30 Dec 
(SB,TH); 5 ,  Little Calumet R, LCal , all winter (WM, JA) .  Sl ightly 
more common this winter. 

Great Egret 
Menne! L, 31 Dec, 1-2 & 24 .Jan (*FB,  KM, CL). 

B lack-crowned Night-Heron 
2, HL, 5 Dec & 4 Jan (KM); Little Calumet R, LCal, all winter (WM, 
KW, JA); imm., LCal,  27 Dec (JD). 

Black Vulture 
1 00, Johnson Co, 6 Dec (FB, m.ob.); 1 5, M assac Co, 3 1  Dec (KM,  
DK). 

Turkey Vulture 
M C :  1 1 8, L incoln Trail SP (Clark Co), 28 Feb (EW); 5 1 ,  Edwards 
Co, 1 8  Feb (BS). Others: 20, Massac Co, 3 1  Dec (KM, DK); 1 4, 
Cl ifton Terrace (Jersey Co), 24 Jan (WR); 1 3 ,  Johnson Co, 2 Jan 
(KM, C L);  1 2, Wash ington Co, 28 Feb (KM, TAM);  5, Vermil ion 
Co, 1 7  Dec (BS,MJE); 3, U n ion Co, 30 Dec (SB,TH); 2, SRSF, 23 
Feb> (KM).  M ore numerous and widespread throughout the south 
and central sections of the state. 

OSPREY 
Jasper Co, "bird had an injured foot but was sti l l  eating a fish," 9 Dec 
(BS,  LHn). 

Bald Eagle 
MC: 1243 (758 ad., 467 imm. ,  1 8  unk.), M iss .R L&D 1 5  to L&D 1 6  
(Rock Island Co), l 0 Jan (KJM); 1040 (604 ad., 422 imm., 1 4  u nk.), 
Miss.R L&D 13 to L&D 1 4  (Whiteside & Rock Island Cos), 9 J an 
(KJM); 825 (5 1 8  ad . ,  304 imm., 3 unk.), Miss .R Keithsburg to L&D 
1 7  (Mercer Co), 1 2  Jan (KJM); 347 ( 1 97 ad . ,  1 50 imm.),  M iss. R 
Warsaw to Nauvoo (Hancock Co), 1 1  J an (KJM); 20, Calhoun Co, 3 
Jan (TAM, D K);  20, Jersey Co, 1 1  Jan (EW). Others: 1 27 (47 ad., 
80 imm.), Clear L (Mason Co), 20  Feb ( R&SBj); 1 05, SRock, 3 1  Jan 
(GW, ES); 1 7  (7 ad., 9 imm. ,  I unk.), UCCA, 30 Dec (KJM, SDi); 
12 (2  ad .,  9 imm.,  l unk.), Cli nton Co, 24 Jan (TAM, DK). This 
species was considerab l y  more abundant, especial ly along the 
M ississippi River. 
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Cooper's Hawk 
MC: Jl, Winnebago Co, 20 Dec (DW); 5, Vermilion Co, 1 7  Dec 
(EC, m.ob.); 4, Whiteside & Lee Cos, 24 Dec (AT, ET, m.ob.). 
Others: 4, Rend L, 20 Dec (TAM,  DK); 3 ( I  ad. male, l imm. male, 
l female), J P, all winter (PC); 3 ( 1 ad., 2 i 111111 .), Wilmette (Cook Co), 
27 Dec (EW, WS, JlE); 3, Mason Co, 27 Dec (AM, DM, KJM); 2 ( I  
male, l female), Bushnell (McDonough Co), 2 Dec (LLH); 2 ,  QC, 
14 Dec (TM, SF, 111.ob.); 2 ,  Carl.L, 1 5  Dec (KM, CL); 2, La Salle Co, 
28 Dec (KW, J D, KJM); 2, M assac Co, 3 1  Dec (KJM,  CB). This 
species seemed to be more abundant and widespread. 

Northern Goshawk 
Iroquois Co, 30 Jan (JC). 

Red-shouldered Hawk 
MC: 1 7, Oakwd Btms, I Jan (VL, SJ, m.ob.); 1 0, UCCA, 30 Dec 
(SB,TH). Others: 4, Mermet L, 3 1  Dec (K.I M, CB); 3 (2 ad., I 
irnm.), Milan Bottoms (Rock Island Co), 28 Feb (KJM,  AF); 2 ,  
G lenview (Cook Co), 28 Feb (EW);  imm. ,  Urbana, a l l  winter (EC, 
GL); HL, 7 Dec< (FH); Chau, 27  Dec (AM, OM, KJM); ad . ,  Byron 
(Ogle Co), 28 Dec (OW); Carl . L, 10 Jan (DK); Downs (McLean 
Co), "bird was found road-ki lled," I 0 Feb (AC); imm., Knox Co, 1 7  
Feb (PR, DJM, m.ob.). This species was sl ightly more abundant. 

Red-tailed Hawk 
MC: 47, QC, 1 4  Dec (TM, SF, m.ob.); 38 & 25, L ibertyvi l le  to 
Champaign (via I-294 & l-57), 16 Feb & 20 Jan, respectively, (SB); 
22, M idNTP, 2 8  Feb (RH,GJ); 29, LCal ,  27  Dec (WM); 24, 
McDonough & Fulton Cos, 20 Dec (LLH, 111.ob.); 20, Massac Co, 3 1  
Dec (KM, D K); 1 8, Mercer Co, 1 9  Dec (TM, m .ob.); 1 1 , Rend L, 20 
Dec (KM, CL). Others: 28, Whi teside & Call'o l l  Cos, J 8 Dec (EA, 
OW, m.ob.);  1 7 , Putnam Co, 3 Dec (DFS); 1 6, Mason Co, 27 Dec 
(AM, DM, KJM); 1 3, Vermilion Co, 27 Dec (R.1); dark morph, 
imm. ,  Eldon - H azlet SP  (Cl i nton Co), 24 Jan (TA M ,  DK);  
"Krider's," Monroe Co,  23 Feb (.JZ). Somewhat more numerous 
this winter. 

Rough-legged Hawk 
MC: 25, MidNTP, 30 Jan (RH);  19 ( 1 5  l ight morphs, 4 dark 
morphs), Goose L Pr., I Feb (EW); 8, Paul Douglas FP (Cook Co), 

Meadowlark 



1 2  l 'cb ( S ll ) :  7, Pr. l�dg, 1 3  .I an ( J W ); 6, W h i tes ide & C1rro l l  Cos. 1 8  
Dec ( K.I M ,  l�S.  111 .ob.) ;  5, l'yra rn i d  S P  ( Perry Co). 2 7  fcb ( . IW, TFJ .  
Others:  5,  .Johnson S: 1uk Tra i l  SP ( H e n ry Col, 2 1  Feb ( L:: W ); 4 (2 
l ight morphs, 2 da1 k 111orphs), l'utn a111 Cu, 3 Dec ( D f' S ). Th is  spec ies 
was fr1r more abundrn1t mid w i dely d i stri b u ted t h roughout  lhc stale 
t h i s  w i n ter. 

Golden Eagle 
ad., West Branch f' P ( Du Page Co), 20 Dec ( "' U G ) ;  ad . .  U C C A ,  3 1 1  
Dec ( K J M .  ''' S D i ); ad., Oakwd Buns, I .Ian ( "' V L, S J .  111.ob.) .  

A merican Kestrel 
MC: 36, Jasper, Clay & Wayne Cos, 29 Dec ( D FS); 26. QC. 1 4  Dec 
( L&Cl3, 111 .ob.) ;  2 1 ,  Libertyvi l le Lo Champaign ( v i a  1 294 & 1 5 7 ), 20 
Jan ( S B ) ;  20, Verm i l ion Co, 1 7  Dec ( S B ,  111 . ob.) ;  1 8 , Massac Co, 3 1  
Dec ( K M, DK):  1 6, Adams Co, 9 .Ian ( A D ) ;  1 1 , W h ites ide & Carro l l  
Cos, 1 8  Dec ( K J M ,  R S ,  111 .ob.). Others: 1 4. Mercer Co, 1 9  Dec 
( K.I M ,  111,ob.); 1 3 , Carl . L, 1 5  Dec ( K M .  CL);  1 1 , Bond Co, 2 2  Feb 
( KM ); I 0, M arshal l Co, 1 7  Dec ( D f'S);  8 ,  Jackson Co, I . Ian ( V L, SJ ,  
111.ob.), S l ight ly more n u merous and w idespread this  w i n ter. 

Merlin 
\e111ale, L Storey ( Knox C o ) ,  7 D e c  ( DJ M ,  
P R);  ad. male, C l i n . L, 1 4  Dec ( R J ) ;  M . Arb., 
1 4  & 2 8  Dec, 7 Feb ( ES); "riclrnrclsonii," ad. 
male, Orland Park (Cook Co), 25 Dec ( LI ,  
A l ) ;  \ BS P, I .Ian ( * G W ) ;  Ottawa ( L a  Sa l l e 
Co), 3 1  Jan ( CS);  M eadowbrook (Clr n mpaign 
Co), 8 f'eb ( G L ) ;  H L, 1 5  Feb> ( F H ) .  Notably 
wi despread this w i n ter. 

Kil ldeer 
MC: 40. Carl . L .  1 3  Dec ( D K ) :  41 1, C l ay C i ty ( Cl a y  C o ), 29 lJt:c 
( D FS);  20, l'anlhe1· Creek WA (Cass Co), 2'J f'eb ( R.I ); 6, L i ll ie  Swan 
L ( W<irren Co),  7 Dec ( LL I  I ); 6, M i lan rlollo111s ( l{ock Is land Co), 28 
Feb ( KJ M .  Al:) ;  6, J P, 29 Feb> ( PC ) .  Others : 24. Me 1'111ct L, 3 1  Dec 
( l(.J M ,  CG);  1 8, U CCA, 6 Dec ( K M ,  111.ob.) ;  1 7 , \{end I ,, 20 Dec 
( TA M , D K ) ;  I l l. A l exander Co. 29 Dec ( K.I M ,  (' 8 ) ;  2, St. C l <1 i 1· Co. 
1 ( ) Feb ( K M ) .  Found in rather typirnl  n u m bers. 

LEAST SAN DP I P E R  
4 ,  Rend L ,  20 Dec ( " F B ,  D K ,  TA M ); Spoon L ( Knox C o ) ,  7 Dec 
( DJ M .  P R ) .  

! PU R P LE SA N D P I PE R  
ad., Waukegan ( Lake Co), I 8 & 2 3  D e c  I See photograph. 

PECTORAL S A N D P I P E R  
M er111et L .  1 9  & 24 J a n  (* f8). 

DUNLIN 
40, Rend L, 6 Dec ( K M, 111 .ob.) ;  8, M er111el L, 31 Dec ( l-' 13). 

Wilson's S nipe 
MC: 1 0, M ercer Co, 1 9  Dec 
( T M ,  111 .ob . ) ;  1 0, Win nebago Co, 
20 Dec ( D W ) ;  8, Mennel L, 1 8-
1 9  & 24 .J an ( F \3 ) ;  7, Pulaski  Co, 
28 Feb ( K M ,  TA M ). Others: 6, 
C\m1, 6 Feb ( R & S Bj ) ;  6, 
H enderson Co, 8 Feb ( P R ) ;  5,  
Rend L, 6 Dec< ( K M ,  111 .ob.) .  
F a i rl y  lypical  n u m bers, but more 
w i despread. 

American Woodcock 

Purple Sandpiper at Waukegan Beach, 
lake County. 18-25 Decemher 2003. 
Photos hy Travis A. Mahan. 

3, Joh nson Co, 28 Feb> ( K M ,  
TA M ); 1 -3 ,  Massac Co, 1 -24 Jan 
( F B ) ;  Verm i l i on Co, 2 7  Dec 
( CC);  J;1ckson Co, I J ;m ( V L, SJ, 
111 .ob.) ;  Lebanon (St.  C l a i r  Co), 
2 Jan ( D K) ;  Panther Creek WA 
(Cass Co), 29 f'eb ( R.I ) .  

! LI TTLE G U L L 
ad.,  Mermet L, 2 7  Pcb.] 

GYRFA LCON 
Gray morph ( legt1 l ly caught by l i censed \'alconer), Pekin (Tazewe l l  
Co), 3 1  Dec ( US f'&WS, fide S B ) .  B i rd was seen chasi ng waterfowl 
and a Red-ta i le d  Hawk al  Powerton L. 

Peregrine Falcon 
4 ( 3  ad . ,  I i 111111 . ) ,  LCa l ,  2 7  Dec ( W M ,  KW, J A ) ;  2 ( p r) ,  Hyde Park, 
Chi, all w i n ter ( PC); Shorewood ( W i l l  Co), 1 4  Dec (CA); Verm i l ion 
Co, 27 Dec ( EC);  E< 1sl  St. Lou i s  ( St. C l a i r  Co), 5 Feb ( K M ) ;  ad.  
"analu111", M c Lean Co, 7 Feb < " M P) .  Occurred in  fa i rl y  ty[l ica l  
numbers. 

American Coot 
MC: 3400, P u tnam Co, 3 Dec ( D f'S); 500, M e m1et L, 2 Jan ( K M ,  
C L ) ;  400-500, East Fork L, 2 8  .Jan ( L I-I n ) .  Others: 350, H L, 2 7  Dec 
(Fl-I);  272, Rend L, 20 Dec ( K M ,  C L ) ;  50, Cml . L, 1 5  Dec (TA M ,  
DK);  1 6, C h i .  2 5  Dec (JG, K.I M ,  111 .ob.) .  Less n u merous th is  w i n te r. 

Sandhil l  Crane 
MC: ill, M . Arb.,  14 Dec< (JC,  ES); 70, Wood ridge ( Du Page Co), 
1 5  Dec ( M  8C).  Others: 2 3 ,  I30011c Co, 8 Dec (A 13); 1 4, J P, 2 3  Dec< 
(TC);  1 3 , Urbana, 24 Feb> ( G L ) ;  Carl . L ,  2 2  Feb ( D K ) .  T h i s  species 
was somewhal mo1·e numerous, but  was \'ound al most exc l us i vely i n  
the norlhe<1s l .  
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Bonaparte's G ull  
MC: 5000, Rend L, 20 Dec (TAM, D K ) ;  4 3 7, Carl . L, I Jan ( DK ). 
Others :  I 00, 1-1 L, 3 Dec ( . IZ);  2 8 ,  Chau,  5 Dec ( R & S Bj ). 
Considernbly less n u 111ernus and round a l most exc l u s i vely in the 
south. 

R i n g-billed Gull 
MC: 30,000, Ca r l . L, I 0 Jan ( D K ) ;  8000, L S p lld,  I I .1<111 (JU); 6000, 
Rend L, 20 Dec (TA M ,  D K ) ;  5888, QC, 1 4  Dec ( K J M ,  111.ob.); 4X57, 
Chau,  2 7  Feb ( R & S Bj ) ;  1 230, C h i ,  25 Dec (.J G ,  KJ M ,  111 .ob.) .  
Others:  5000, I-I L, 5 Dec ( KM ) ;  4000, E<1st A l lon ( M a d i son Co), 7 
Peb ( K M ) ;  1 200, L Verm i l i on ( Verm i l ion Co), 1 4  Dec ( S B ); 800, 
L&D 2 1  (Adams Co), 24 Jan ( A D ) .  Overal l  nu 111bers were clown, 
w i th no large concentrations excerit al Crn'l . L. 

Herring G u l l  
MC:  3 200, J::asl A l ton ( Madison Co), 9 Feb ( K M ); 3000, SRock, 7 
Feb ( M R, HT);  1 8 57, LCa l ,  27 Dec ( W M ) .  Others: 72 1 ,  QC, 1 4  Dec 
( KJ M ,  111 .ob.) ;  48 1 ,  Rock R ( W h i teside & Lee Cos), 24 Dec ( K.I M ,  
S H ) ;  200, W i nthrop 1-1, 2 1  F e b  ( RJ ,  111 .ob . ) ;  6 5 ,  Rend L, 1 2  J a n  ( K M ) ;  
60, Carl . L, 24 J a n  (TA M ,  DK);  hybrid Herring x Gla ucous C u l l  
( " N el so n 's G u l l") ,  3rd, S Rock, 3 1  Jnn ( G W, 111 .ob. ) .  

Thayer's Gull  
MC:  1 2  ( 1 1  ad.,  I I st),  S Rock, 7 Feb ( M R, HT);  8 ( 3  ad . ,  3 I st, 
I 2nd, I 3 rd) ,  L&D 1 5  ( Rock l s lancl Co), 1 6  Feb ( S f' ) .  Others: 7 (2 

ad. ,  I I st, 2 2nd,  2 3 rd) ,  Chi ,  12  fcb (GW); 7 (4 ad. ,  2 I sl, I 2 n d ), 
W i n throp 1-1 , 2 1  Feb (GW, 111 . ob.) ;  3 (2 ad. ,  I I s l ) ,  M i ss. R ( M adison 
Co),  I f'eb (WR);  1 st, New M i l ford ( W i n nebago Co), 6 Dec ( D W ) ;  
I sl, Losl M ound N W R  (Jo Daviess Co), 1 7  Dec ( D W ); ad.,  Kane Co, 
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1 7  J a n  ( K M ,  DK, TA M ) ;  I sl, Rock 
Falls ( W h i teside Co), 24 Jan ( DW); 
3rd,  Soulh Shore S P  (Cli nton Co), 24 
J :m (TA M ,  DK).  

Iceland G u l l  
MC: 7 (5 ad., I I st, I 2nd),  S Rock, 
3 1  Jan ( D W, TA M ,  111.ob . ) ;  4 (2 I sl, 1 
2n d ,  I 3rd), Wi nthrnp 1-J, 2 J Feb 
(GW, 111.ob.). Others: 2, Rock I sland 
Co, 14 Feb (UG);  Geneva ( Kane Co),  
10 . Ian ( ES ) ;  ad., Chi ,  1 8  Jan (GW); 
I st ,  M adison Co, 6-7 f'eb (FH, K M ). 

Lesser Black-backed G u l l  

f'eb ( K M ) ;  1 00, M 11ssac Co, 3 1  Dec 
( K M ,  D K). Relatively more abundant 
this winter. 

Monk Parakeet 
MC: 8 1 ,  Bmnha111 (Cook Co), "36 
large nesl slructures were observed," 
3 Jan ( W M ) ;  38, Hyde Padc, C h i ,  2 5  
Jan ( PC) .  Others: 2 4 ,  C h i ,  25 Dec 
(JG, KJ M ,  111.ob.); 4, Carl . L ,  1 5  Dec 
( K M ,  C L)-the only report outside 
the Chicago area. 

Barn Owl 
Cypress Creek NWR ( U n ion Co), 6 
Dec, 2 & I 'J Jan (f'B, K M ,  DK, TAM ,  
C L) .  Other: 1 -2 ,  Putnam Co, 1 -3 1  
Dec-no deta i l s .  

Eastern Screech-Owl 

MC: 5 (3 ad.,  I I st, I 3rd), East Allon 
( M ad ison Co), I & 7 Feb ( K M ,  W R ) ;  
5 (4 ad. ,  I 3rd), SRock, 7 F e b  ( M R ,  
H T) ;  4 (3 ad. ,  I 3rd), N e w  M i l ford 
( W i 1rncbago Co), 6 Dec ( D W). 
Others : 3 (I ad., 2 2nd),  Waukcg;111 
( La ke Co), 1 0  J a n  ( D W ) ;  2 (2 I sl), 
Car l . L, 1 5  Dec (TAM, D K ) :  2 (2 ad.), 
Rend L ,  20 Dec (FB, 111 .ob.);  2 (2 
ad.) ,  LCal,  27 Dec (KW, W M ) ;  
I l l inois  R (G rundy Co), 8 J a n  (JC) ; 
ad., L&D 1 5  ( R ock I s land Co), 5- 1 6  
Feb (Sr, 111 .ob.) ;  ad . ,  Lacon ( M n rshal l 
Co), 2 1  Feb ( EW). S i m i lar  in abun­
dance to lasl w i nler. 

Short-eared Owl at dusk. Cumberland County. 2 7  
Fehruary 2004. Photo by Eric Walters. 

MC: 1 0, Roclda, 20 Dec ( DW ) ;  6, 
W h i teside & Carroll Cos, 1 8  Dec 
( K J M ,  RS); 6, Jackson Co, 1 Jan 
( KJ M ,  Cl3);  5, Chmnpaign Co,  20 
Dec (FC, m.ob.); 5, Rock Is lan d  Co, 
23 Dec ( KJ M ) ;  4, CCl rl . L, 1 5  Dec 
( DK ) ;  4, Verm i l ion Co, 1 7  Dec (SB -
et a l ) .  Occu rred i n  typical n u mbers. 

G reat Horned Owl 

Glaucous Gull  
MC: 4 ( 1 ad.,  2 1 st, 1 2nd),  Madison Co,  29-30 Jan,  I & 9 Feb (FH,  
WR); 3 (2 ad. ,  I I st), SRock,  8 Feb CDW).  Others: 2 ( 1 1 st, I 2nd), 
L Decatur ( M acon Co), 2 & 8 Jan ( M D, TA M ) ;  2 ( I  ad., 1 1 st), 
M i s s . R  (Rock ls lm1d Co), 5 Feb (Sf'); 2 ( 1  1 st, l 3rd), Chi, 1 2  feb 
(G W ) ;  I st, Win nebago Co, 6 Dec ( D W ) ;  ad. ,  Waukegan ( Lake Co), 
I 0 . Ian (OW); 1 st, Geneva (Kane Co), 23 Jan ( DW);  I st, Depue 
( Bureau Co), 2 1  Feb (EW); ad . ,  Spring Bay (Woodford Co), 2 1  Feb 
(EW).  See Herring G u l l  for hybrid.  Very s i m i l a r  in abundance and 
d i stribul ion to last w i nter. 

G reat Black-backed Gull  
2 ( I  1 st, I 2nd) ,  East Alton ( M ad ison C o ) ,  7 & 1 5  Feb ( K M ,  W R ) ;  2 
(2 ad.),  LCal, 1 4  Feb ( W M ) ;  L Vermil ion, ( Ver m i l ion Co), 1 7  Dec 
( *MJE) 2nd county record ; I st, Winthrop I I , 2 1  Feb (GW); Miss.R 
(Rock I s land Co), 27 Feb (JC). Less n u m erous this w i n ter. 

Rock Pigeon 
M C :  1 2 1 9, Winnebago Co, 20 Dec (DW); 1 0 1 5 , Cook Co, 27 Dec 
( D I'S). Others: 559, QC, 1 4  Dec ( L&CB, 111.ob.); 293, W h iteside & 
Lee Cos, 24 Dec (AT, ET, rn .ob.); 220, Ratil v ia ( K a n e  Co), 20 Dec 
(ES);  20 1 ,  W h i teside & Carro l l  Cos, 1 8  Dec (K.I M ,  RS, rn.ob.). 
Fai r ly  typical n u m bers reported . 

E u rasian Collared-Dove 
M C :  79, Neoga (Cumberland Co), 2 1  Dec (JW) ;  40, Havana ( Mason 
Co), 3 Jan ( FC, m.ob.) ;  24, Rend L ,  20 Dec ( K M ) ;  20, Waltonv i l l e  
(Jefferson C o ) ,  2 Jan ( K M ,  C L) ;  1 7,  Cicero (Cook C o ) ,  2 2  Dec 
(GW); 1 4, Ve rnna (Grundy Co), I f'eb ( E W ) ;  1 2 , Carl .L,  I . Ian (DK). 
This species  continues to increase rapidly i n  num bers and distribu­
t ion.  

[ W HITE-W I N G E D  DOVE 
Waltonvil le  (J efferson Co), 6 & 27 Dec, 2 & 20 Jan.] See photo­
graph. 

Mourn i n g  Dove 
M C :  580, Winnebago Co, 20 Dec ( DW ) ;  456, M e rcer Co, 1 9  Dec 
( KJ M, 111 .ob.) ;  443, Chnmpaign Co, 20 Dec ( EC, m .ob.); 397, QC, 1 4  
Dec (TM, SF, 111 .ob.);  390, Jasper, Clay & Wayne Cos, 29 Dec 
( DFS);  1 50, Carl . L, 1 2  Dec (DK).  Others: 1 94, G rundy Co, 2 6  Dec 
( D FS);  1 70, Verm i l ion Co, 1 7  Dec ( 13C, m.ob.) ;  1 49, M c Donough & 
F u l ton Cos, 20 Dec ( L Ll-1 , 111 .ob.) ;  1 44, C l i n . L, 1 4  Dec (RJ);  1 25,  
W h i teside & Lee Cos, 24 Dec (Jl 3,  111 .ob.);  1 25 ,  G reen R (1-lenry Co), 
7 Feb ( EW ) ;  1 1 0, M arshal l Co, 1 7  Dec ( D F S); 1 1 0, Sl. Cla ir  Co, 6 

1 1 4  

MC: 8, G reen R WA (Lee Co), 24 Dec 
(KJ M ,  S I-I); 7,  Downers Grove (Du Page Co), 1 4  Dec (GW); 7, 
Champaign Co, 20 Dec (EC, 111 .ob.); 6, Rock Island Co, 23 Dec 
( KJ M ) ; 5, Carl.L, 12 Dec ( D K ) ;  5,  Verrn i l ion Co, 1 7  Dec (SB);  5, 
Jackson Co, J J an ( KJ M ,  CB). S l ightly fewer reported this w i nter. 

Barred Owl 
MC: 1 2, Jackson Co, 1 Jan ( V L, SJ,  111.ob.); I 0, Verrn i l ion Co, 1 7  
Dec ( S B ) ;  5,  QC, 1 4  Dec ( L&CB, m.ob.);  4, Carl . L, 1 0  Jan ( D K);. 
Somewhat fewer recorded this w inter. 

Long-eared Owl 
MC: 60, M idNTP, a l l  wi nter (RH, GJ) ;  40, L M N WR, all w inter 
( DWy, RN); 6, Carl . L, 2 Jan ( DK);  4, Du Page Co, 20 Dec (GW).  
Others: 3 ,  Decatur ( M acon Co),  17  Feb (TAM);  2,  near Dan v i l l e  
(Vermil ion Co), 25 Nov thru Dec ( S B , PW, C M ) ;  2,  Stickney Run F P  
( M cHenry Co), 2 2  F e b  (SB); KCP, 2 5  N o v  thru 1 7  Dec (SB,  MJE, 
VB);  Champaign Co, 8-20 Dec ( EC, 111.ob.);  Rend L,  20 Dec (TA M ,  
DK);  J ackson Co, 1 .Ian ( V L, SJ, 111.ob. ) .  

Short-eared Owl 
MC: ;u_, Pr.Rdg, 1 9  Dec (JW, 111 .ob.) ;  1 2. Bartel G rasslands f'P 
(Cook Co), 24 Dec ( W M ) ; '!, Diona ( C u rnberland Co), 27 f'eb (EW);  
7 ,  Emiq,  I Jan ( K R ,  LA);  6,  Edgar Co,  8 Dec (JC);  6, M idNTP, 1 5  
Feb ( R  1-1).  Others: 5, Carl . L ,  1 3  Dec (DK); 4, Savoy (Cha111paign 
Co), 1 -3 1  Jan (CN , SB, 111 .ob.) ;  3 ,  Lee Co, 24 Dec ( K.I M ,  S H ) ;  3 ,  
Johnson Co, 2 Jan ( K M ,  C L);  2,  Rei l l y  ( Verm i l ion Co), 2 1  N o v  thru 
wi nter (Sl3,SDc); 2, Pratt's Wayne FP (Ou Page Co), 20 Dec (JC);  
Wayne Co, 1 Dec (13S);  Nachusa, 19 Dec ( EW ) ;  Goose L Pr., 23 Dec 
(JC). This species was s l igh tly more abundant and widespread 
across I l l inois. 

Northern Saw-whet Owl 
K C P, 1 7  Dec (MJE); M i dFkVrn l n ,  1 4- 1 7 Dec ( S B ) ;  U rbona, 8 Dec 
thru w i nter (EC, Sl3, TAM ) ;  Carl . L, 1 5  Dec & 28 Feb (TA M ,  DK, 
K M ) :  Rockton ( W i n nebago Co); 20 Dec (I . .I ) ;  M assac Co, 3 1  Dec 
(KJ M ,  C B ). 

[RU FOUS H U M MINGBIRD 
Olney ( R ichland Co),  13  Nov thru 20 Dec; i 111111. fe m. Elgin (Kane 
Co), 111 icl-Nov thru 1 2  Dec; St. Clair Co, 24 Dec-3 .Jan; i 111111.  male, 
Jackson Co, 28 Dec, 1 & 3 Jan.] 

Belted Kingfisher 
MC: 1 2 , Verm il ion Co,  1 7  Dec (EC,  111 .ob.);  5, QC, 1 4 Dec ( L&Cl3, 
KJ M ) ;  5,  LCal, 27 Dec ( W M ,  111.ob.); 4, M ercer Co, 1 9  Dec ( KJ M ,  
111.ob.); 4 ,  M ason C o ,  2 7  Dec ( A M ,  D M ,  KJ M ) ;  4 ,  A lexander Co, 2 9  
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Dec (K.I M,  C l1) ;  4, Mermet L, 2 .la11 (KM,  
CL). Less numerous th i s  w i 11te1·. 

Red-headed Woodpecker 
MC: 45, Verm i l ion Co, 1 7  Dec ( F,C, 111.ob.); 
44, Oakwd rltrns, 1 Jan (VL, SJ, 111 .ob.); 30, 
UCCA, 30 Dec (SB, Tl I) ;  1 2, McDonough & 
Fu lton C11s, 20 Dec ( l..LI I, 1 11 .ob.) ;  9, Rock 
Island Co, 5 J an (K.I M,  Cl:l, 111 .ub.). Others: 
1 0, Re11d L, 20 Dec (KM,  C L); 8 ,  Carl . L, 1 5  
Dec (KM,  CL); 5 ,  M ercer Cu, 1 9  Dec ( KJM,  
111.ob.); 4 ,  Lowden S P  (Ogle Co), 1 9  Dec 
( EW). Overa l l ,  numbers were fa i rl y  typ ical, 
but greatly reduced numbers 1·eportcd from 
the south. 

( S L\ Tl I ); 1 3 , Oakwd l:ltms, I Jan (VL, S.I ,  
111 .ob.) ;  5 ,  Mason Co, 27 Dec ( A M ,  D M ,  
KJ M ); 4 ,  Rock I s land Co, 5 J a n  (J WS. 111 .ub . ) .  
Others: 7, A lexander Co, 29 Dec ( K.I M. Cl:l); 
4, Massac Cu, 3 1  Dec ( K M ,  D K);  4, Calhoun 
Co, 3 . Ian (TAM,  DK) ;  2, Wi nnebago Co, 20 
Dec ( DW ) . S im i l ar i n  n um bers lo last wi nter. 
Eastern Phoebe 
UCCA, 6 Dec (KM,  111 .ob.) ;  A l exandcr Co, 29 
Dec (Sl3,  Tl l ) ;  Union Co, 30  Dec (DPS) ;  
Mermet L, 2 & 23 .Ian (*Prl,  KM,  CL). 
( SAY' S  PHOEBE 
Car l .L ,  22 & 26 feb.] Sec photograph. 

Red-bellied Woodpecker S ' h ay s P oebe in Clinton County. 2 J 
MC: 1 72. Winnebago Co, 20 Dec (DW) ;  

Loggerhead S hrike 
MC: _H, Jasper, Clay & Wayne Cos, 29 Dec 
( DFS); .(!, Pr. Rdg, 1 9  Dec (JW, m .ob.), I eat­
ing a garter snake. Others (outside southern 

1 06, Verm i l ion Co, 1 7  Dec (EC, rn.ob.); 85 ,  
March 2004. Photo by Travis A. 

QC, 1 4  Dec ( L&CB, m.ob . ) ;  3 1 ,  M ercer Co, Mahan. 
1 9  Dec (KJM ,  111 .ob.); 28, Union Co, 30 Dec 
( KJM,  SDi) ;  26, Massac Co, 3 1  Dec (KJM,  CB).  Others: 32, Rock 
R (Ogle Co), 20 Dec (EW); 3 1 ,  Wh ites ide & Carro l l  Cos. 1 8  Dec 
(KJ M, RS, 1 11 .ob.);  28,  Mason Co, 27 Dec ( A M, OM, KJM );  26, 
Marshall & Putnam Cos, 1 7  Dec (DFS). More numerous in the north 
and central sections, bul less common in the south. 

Yellow-bellied Sapsucker 
MC: !l, Vermi l ion Co, I 7 Dec (SB, 111.ob.); 
8, Alexander Co, 29 Dec (SB,TH) ;  8 ,  U n ion 
Co, 30 Dec (SB,  TH) ;  6, Winnebago Co, 20 
Dec (OW); 6, Rend L, 20 Dec (TAM, DK); 
5 ,  M .Arb., 14 Dec (JC, i:::S) .  S l ightly more 
n umerous Lhis winler, with ones and twos at 
widespread locales. 

Downy Woodpecker 
MC: 2 1 4, Winnebago Co, 20 Dec (DW); 
1 33, Vermil ion Co, 1 7  Dec (EC, m.ub.) ;  1 1 2, 
QC, 14 Dec ( L&CB, m .ob.); 3 1 ,  Mercer Co, 
19 Dec (KJ M, m .ob.); 1 9, Alexander Co, 29 
Dec (KJM, CB); 1 9, Massac Co, 3 1  Dec 
(K.IM ,  CB). Others: 62, Wh i leside & Carrol l  
Cos, 1 8  Dec ( KJM,  R S ,  m.ob.) ;  30, L a  Sa l le  
Co, 28 Dec (KW, J D, KJ M) ;  24,  Downers 
Grove (Du Page Co), 1 4  Dec (GW); 22, 
Marsha l l  & Putnam Cos, 1 7  Dec ( DFS); 2 1 ,  
Mason Co, 27 Dec (AM,  DM, K.I M ) ;  20, 
C l in . L, 14 Dec (RJ) .  Somewhat more abun­
dant, except i n  the south . 

Hairy Woodpecke1· 

I l l i nois) :  Meadowbrook (Champaign Co), 2 
Jan-29 Feb (HP, m . ob . ) ;  G reene Co, 1 1  .Ian (EW ) .  

N orthern Shrike 
MC: 10, Fermi Lab CBC, 20 Dec (111.ob.); 5, Waukegan CBC, l Jan 
(m.ob.), 5, McHenry Co CBC ( 111 .ob . ); 5, M idNTP, 1 4  Feb (RH ,  GJ) ;  
4, Paul Douglas FP (Cook Co),  12 Feb (SB);  3 ,  Wi nnebago Co, 20 
Dec ( DW) .  Others: 2, Du Page Co, 17 Jan (KM, DK, TA M); Knox 

Co, 7 Dec ( DJM,  PR); R iver  Forest (Cook 
Co), 1 4, 2 1  & 26 Dec (JA); Whiteside Co, 23 
Dec (KJM) ;  Lee Co, 24 Dec ( KJM,  SH); ad. ,  
Ascension Cemetery ( Lake Co), 25 Dec (SB, 
S De); La Sa l le  Co, 28 Dec (KW, KJM); Rock 
Is land Co, 4 .Ian ( K.I M ,  LM); ad . ,  Hebron 
( M cHenry Co), 1 6  Feb (SB) ;  ad., near 
G lacial Park (McHenry Co), 1 6  Feb (SB);  
ad., W inlhrop H ,  21  Feb (SB, SDe). This 
species staged a major invasion ( m in imum or 
85 birds) this wi nter. 

Blue Jay 
MC: 464, Vermi l ion Co, 1 7  Dec (EC, 111 .ob.); 
299, Winnebago Co, 20 Dec (DW); 1 94, QC, 
14 Dec (TM, SF, 111 .ob.); 1 55 ,  Whites ide & 

Carroll Cos, 1 8  Dec (KJ M ,  RS, m.ob.); 1 39, 
Massac Co, 3 1  Dec ( KJ M,  Cl3); 82. M ason 
Co, 27 Dec (A M, DM, KJ M) ;  58 ,  Rend L, 20 
Dec ( K M ,  CL). Overa l l .  this spec ies 
appeared Lo be more abundan l . 

American Crow 

MC: 1 6, Rock Island Co, 23 Dec (KJM) ;  1 4, 
Verm i l i on Co, 1 7  Dec ( EC,  m .ob.) ;  1 2, 
Evanston & Wi lmette (Cook Co), 27 Dec 
(EW, J I E, WS);  1 2, Alexander Co, 29 Dec 
(KJM,  CB); 1 0, Mercer Co, 1 9  Dec (KJM,  loggerhead Shrike. Greene County. 

111 .ob.) ;  1 0, U n ion Co, 30 Dec (KJ M ,  SDi ) .  I l January 2004. Photo by Eric 
Others: I 0, W h i teside & Carroll Cos, 1 8  Dec Walters. 

M C :  1 68.400, Verm i l ion Co, 1 7  Dec (MJE, 
VB,  m .ob. ); 1 500, Rockfd, 27 Dec ( DW); 
1 400, HL,  7 Feb (KM);  1 200, Galesburg 
(Knox Co), 6 Feb ( EW);  986, W hi tes ide & 
Lee Cos, 24 Dec (KJ M, 111 .ob.) ;  200, Carl . L, 
1 2  Dec (DK).  Others: 475, QC, 1 4  Dec 
( L&Cl3, 111 .ob.); 450, Evanston (Cook Co), 27 
Dec (J l E, l:::W); 400, Hai1cock Co,  27 Dec 

(KJM,  RS, 111 .ob. ) ; 9, Downers Grove (Du  
Page Co), 1 4  Dec (GW); 9 ,  Rock R (Ogle Co), 20  Dec ( l:::W). Fairly 
normal numbers, except i n  Lhe north, where il was sl ightly more 
numerous. 

Northern Flicker 
MC: 79, Vcnni l ion Co, 1 7  Dec (SB, 111.ob.); 72, Champaign Co, 20 
Dec (EC, 111 .ob.) ;  54, Un ion Co, 30 Dec (SB, TH); 49, Jackson Co, I 
Jan (VL, SJ, 111 .ob.); 42, Winnebago Co, 20 Dec (DW) ; 26, La S a l l e  
Co, 28 Dec ( KW, J D, KJ M);  25 ,  Mason Co, 27 Dec (AM,  OM, 
KJM);  23,  A lexander Co,  29 Dec ( KJM,  Cl3); 23 ,  M assac Co,  3 1  Dec 
(K.I M, CB); 22, Wh i tes ide & Carro l l Cos, 1 8  Dec (KJM, RS, 111.ob.). 
S l ightly more abundant this w i n ler. 

Pileated Woodpecker 
MC: 30, Vermi l ion Co, 1 7  Dec (SB, 111 .ob.); 1 8, Un ion Co, 30 Dec 
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(AD); 363, M ason Co, 27 Dec (AM,  DM, 
K.I M) ;  1 50, So lon Mil ls  (McHenry Co), 1 6  

Feb (SB); I 1 7, LCal ,  27 Dec (WM). Considerably more abundant 
Lhis w in ter, part icularly i n  the north and ccnlral regions . 

FISH C ROW 
Madison Cu, 1 1  Jan ( EW). 

H o rned Lark 
MC: 543, Macon, Moultrie & Shelby Cos, 27 Jan (TAM);  500, De 
Kalb Co, 8 Feb (OW); 470, Dieterich (Effingham Co), 1 4  Feb (EW); 
332, Wh i teside & Carro l l  Cos, 1 8  Dec (F,A, DW, m .ob.) ;  1 95 ,  
Mercer Co ,  7 Feb (EW); 1 50, Ca l houn Co, 3 .Ian ( RJ) .  Others: 242, 
Rock I s land Co, 5 .Ian (KJM, Cl3, 111 .ob.); 1 47, Cml . L, 1 5  Dec (KM, 
C L) ;  1 26, McDonough Co,  7 Peb ( LLH); 1 20, Sangamon Co, 8 Feb 
( RJ). Considerably more abunclanl, espec ia l ly in the north and 
centnil sections of the state. 
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This White-breasted Nuthatch hadn 't vet decided 
whether to eat or store its seed. Photo tak�n at Lowden 
State Park (Ogle County) 20 December 2003 by Eric 
Wcdters. 

TREE SWALLOW 
2, UCCA, 6 Dec (FB, 111 .ob.). 

BARN SWALLOW 

Wh ite-breasted N u thatch 
MC: 231 ,  Winnebago Co, 2 0  Dec (OW); 1 1 7, QC, 1 4  Dec (TM, SF, 
in .ob.); 62, Wh iteside & Carrol l  Cos, 1 8  Dec (KJ M ,  RS, 111.ob.); 46, 
M ercer Co, 19 Dec (KJM, 111.ob.); 36, La Sal l e  Co, 28  Dec ( KW, JD,  
KJM);  33 ,  Verm i l ion Co,  27 Dec (RJ) ;  33, Jackson Co,  l Jan ( V L, 
SJ, m .ob.); 28, Mason Co, 27 Dec (AM, OM, KJM) .  Overa l l ,  this 
species seemed lo be more <1bundant. 

Brown Creeper 
MC: 25, Milan Bottoms (Rock l s lrn1d Co), 28 Feb (KJM, A F); 1 1 , 
U CCA, 30 Dec (SB, TH); 1 0, Champaign Co, 20 Dec (EC, m.ob.) ;  
I 0, La Sal le Co, 28 Dec (KW, JD, KJ M);  9, Alexander Co, 29 Dec 
(KJM. CB); 6, Verm i l ion Co, 1 7  Dec (EC, 111 .ob.) .  Others: 6, 
Whi teside & Carro l l  Cos, 1 8  Dec (KJM, RS,  111 .ob.);  6, Grundy Co, 
26 Dec (DFS); 5 ,  Massac Co, 3 1  Dec (KJ M ,  CB); 5 ,  Oakwd Btms, 1 
Jan (VL, SJ, 111 .ob.); 5, Wheaton (Du Page Co), 2 Jan (ES). Occurred 
in fai rl y  typical nu111bers. 

Caroli n a  Wren 
MC: ,li, Vermi l ion Co, l 7  Dec (EC, 111 .ob.); 28, Union Co, 30  Dec 
( KJM, S D i) ;  28, Massac Co, 3 1  Dec (KJM, CB); 1 8 , Oakwd Btrns, 
I Jan (VL, SJ, m.ob.); 1 2, Kankakee (Kankakee Co), 3 Jan (GW); 9, 
La Sal le Co, 28 Dec (KW, J D, KJ M).  Others (north): 5 ,  Grundy Co, 
26 Dec (DFS); 4, JP, all winter ( PC); 2, QC, 14 Dec (KJM, 111 .ob.);  
2, Whiteside Co, 18 Dec (KJM, RS);  Severson Del l s  I'P (Winnebago 
Co), 2 Jan (OW). S l ighlly less nu111erous th is winter. 

Winter Wren 
MC: 9, UCCA, 30 Dec (KJM,  SDi ,  SB);  3, Slump L (Jersey Co), 1 1  
Jan (EW); 2, Cook Co, 7 Dec (CAM). Others: 2, Verm i l ion Co, 1 7  
Dec (SB,  111 .ob.). 2, Massac Co, 3 1  Dec (KM, DK); 2, Oakwd B llns, 

East Lynn (Verm i l ion Co), 1 7  Dec (*JH) .  .-----------------� I Jan ( V L, SJ, 111 .ob.) ;  2, Urbana 

Carolina Chickadee 
MC: l 72, Vermil ion Co, 1 7  Dec (SB, 
m .ob.);  80, Massac Co, 3 1  Dec (KJM, 
CB); 77, Jackson Co, 1 Jan (VL, SJ, 
m.ob.); 50 ,  Un ion Co, 30 Dec (KJ M, SDi) ;  
49,  Champaign Co, 20 Dec (EC, m .ob.). 
Reported in fairly normal 11u111bers. 

Black-capped Chickadee 
MC: 616, Winnebago Co, 20 Dec (OW); 
3 56, QC, 1 4  Dec (TM, SF, 111.ob.); 1 5 1 ,  
Wh ites ide & Carro l l  Cos, 1 8  Dec (KJM, 
RS, 111.ob.);  1 1 7, Mercer Co, 1 9  Dec (BB, 
111.ob.). Others:  I 02, La Sal le  Co, 28 Dec 
(KW, JD, KJM);  68, Lee Co, 20 Dec 
(EW) ;  49, Grundy Co, 26 Dec (DFS); 39, 
C l i n .L, 14 Dec (RJ); 25, Mason Co, 27 
Dec (AM, OM, KJ M); 12 ,  Cal houn Co, 3 
Jan (TAM, DK). Relatively more abundant 
this w i n ler. 

Tufted Titmouse 

(Champaign Co), 3 1  Jan (SB); Putnam Co, 
3 Dec (DFS); QC, 14 Dec (JDS, KR); 
Naperv i l le (Wi l l  Co), 14 Dec (UG); Mason 
Co, 27 Dec ( A M ,  DM, KJM); Loud 
Thu nder FP  (Rock Is land Co), 5 Jan 
(KJM). Considerably lower n u m bers than 
last w inter. 

Sedge Wren 
Easter S lough (Pu laski Co), 28 Feb 

(TAM, KM). 

Marsh Wren 
La Sal le Co, 28 Dec (*KW, J D, KJM) ;  
Mermel L ,  31 Dec (I'B). 

Golden-crowned Kinglet 

MC: 1 1 9, Vcr111 i l ion Co, 1 7  Dec (SB, 
111 .ob.) ;  58,  Massac Co, 3 1  Dec (KJM,  
CB);  54 ,  Jackson Co ,  I Jan  (VL,  SJ, 
m.ob.); 49, Winnebago Co, 20 Dec (OW); 
30, La Salle Co, 28 Dec (KW, J D, KJ M) .  
Reported i n  somewhat greater n u mbers in  
the norlh and central regions, but  s l ight ly 
less numerous in the south. 

Tufted Titmouse at Lowden State Park. 
20 December 2003. Photo by Eric 
Walters. 

MC: 1 3 , Union Counly, 30 Dec (SB, TH);  
7, Champaign Co, 20 Dec (EC, 111.ob.); 7, 
H LC/\, 29 Dec (KJM, CB); 7, Oakwd 
Btms, I Jan (VL, SJ, m .ob.); 6, Vermi l ion 
Co, 17 Dec ( EC, 111 .ob.); 3,  QC, 14 Dec 
(L&CB, KJM);  3, Carro l l  Co, 1 8  Dec 
(KJM, RS). Others: 5, Rend L, 20 Dec 
(KM, CL); 5, Massac Co, 3 1  Dec (KJM, 
CB). Far less common throughout the 
state. 

Ruby-crowned Kinglet 
MC: 12, Union County, 30 Dec (SB, TH);  
1 2, M assac Co, 3 1  Dec (KJ M ,  CB); 7, 
Alexander Co, 29 Dec (KJM,  CB). Others: 

Red-breasted N u th atch 
MC: 35, M.Arb. ,  1 4  Dec ( ES) ;  1 9, I BS P, I fan (GW).  Others: 5, 
Roekl'd, 27 Dec ( DW); 4, Champaign Co, 20 Dec (EC, 111.ob.); 3 ,  
Verm i l ion Co, 1 7  Dec (EC, 111 .ob.); 3, Wi lmette (Cook Co), 27 Dec 
( E W, WS, J I E) ;  2, K iehm Arboretum, Rock!'d, a l l  winter (OW); 2, 
QC, 1 4  Dec (TM, SF, 111 .ob.); 2, SRSF, 30 Dec (TA M);  2, C l inton 
Co, 28 Feb (TA M ,  K M ); 2, Un ion Co, 30 Dec (SB, TH) ;  Big River 
State Forest (Henderson Co), 19 Dec (BB).  Noticeably more abun­
dant, part icularly i n  the north w1d central sections of lhe slate. 

1 1 6  

2, H L, 27 Dec< (FH, JZ); Chau, 27 Dec (AM, DM, KJM); Vcr111 i l ion 
Co, 27 Dec (EC). S l ightly more n u merous, but restricted lo the south 
and central regions. 

Eastern Bluebird 
MC: l!i, Verrn i l ion Co, 1 7  Dec (EC, 111 .ob.); 59, Massac Co, 3 1  Dec 
(KJ M,  CB); 54, Union Co, 30 Dec (SB, TH);  34, Clay & Wayne Cos, 
29 Dec ( DFS); 32, Winnebago Co, 20 Dec C DW); 28, SRSF, 27 Dec 
(OM, KJ M);  27, Jackson Co, I Jan (VL, SJ, 111.ob.); 26, Whi lesicle 
Co, 1 8  Dec (KJM,  RS). Others: 1 8, Riverside (Cook Co), 13 Dec 
(JA); 1 6, McDonough & ru l ton Cos, 20 Dec ( LL H ,  111 .ob.); 1 5 , 
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Curl . L, 1 5  Dec ( KM, CL); 1 1 , Rend L, 20 
Dec (TAM, DK); I 0, Sangchris L 
(Sangamon Co), 1 1  Jan (RJ). Slightly more 
abundant in the norlh �rnd central regions, 
but somewhat less numerous in the soulh. 

Hermit Thrush 

(TM , Sf, m .ob.); 1 6 1 ,  Verm il ion Co, 1 7  

Dec (EC, 111 .ob.); 1 44, M .Arb., 1 3  Dec 
(EW); 92, Rend L, 20 Dec (TAM, DK); 
84, Weinburg-King SP (Schyuler Co), 2 1  
Jan (LLH); 40, Carl . L, 1 2  Dec (DK). 
Others: 78, Champaign Co, 20 Dec (EC, 
m.ob.); 7 1 ,  Clin .L,  I 4 Dec (RJ); 63, SRSF, 
27 Dec (DM, KJ M). More abundant in the 
north and central sections, but less numer­
ous i n  the south. 

ORANGE-CROWN ED WARBLER 
Fort Sheridan (Lake Co), 27 Dec (*GW); 
Mermet L, 1 9  Jan (FB). 

CAPE MAY WARBLER 

MC: 32, Homer L FP (Champaign Co), 
20 Dec (SB, JOS); .1.2, Rend L, 20 Dec 
(TA M ,  DK); 8, Massac Co, 3 1  Dec (KM, 
DK); 7, Alexander Co, 29 Dec (SB, TH); 
7, Union Co, 3 0  Dec (SB, TH). Others: 
3, Vermi l ion Co, 17 Dec ( SB); 3, Oakwd 
Btms, I Jan (VL, SJ,  m.ob.); 3, Loud 
Thunder FP ( Rock Island Co), 5 Jan 
(KJM, CB, m.ob.); 2, Mercer Co, 1 9  Dec 
(KJM, SH, BC); 2, SRSF, 27 Dec (AM, 
DM, KJM); 2, Car l .L, 24 Jan (TA M, 
DK); 2, Mundelein (Lake Co), 7 Feb 
(SB,SDe); 2, Kiehm Arboretum, Rockfd, 
1 5  Feb (AS, MM,  EW). This species 
appeared to be more n umerous and wide­
spread. 

Female Varied Thrush at a residence near 
the town o.fAndrew, Fancy Creek Township, 
Sangamon County. 30 December 2003. 
Photo by Travis A. Mahan. 

male, Elsah (Jersey Co), 20-22 Jan (HT, 
m.ob.). 

Yellow-rumped Warbler 
M C:2, Union Co, 30 Dec (SB, TH); 33, 
Alexander Co, 29 Dec (SB, TH); 27, 

M.Arb., 27 Dec (ES); � Carl.L, 1 5  Dec 
(TAM, DK); 25, Rend L, 20 Dec (TAM, 

American Robin 
MC: 2049, Jackson Co, I Jan (VL, SJ, m.ob.); 4 1 9, River Forest 
(Cook Co), 2 1  Dec (JA, WM); 3 89, Champaign Co, 20 Dec (EC, 
m.ob.); 1 57, SRSF, 2 7  Dec (DM, KJM); 1 50, Carl.L, 19 Jan (DK); 
1 45, M.Arb., 22 Feb (MBC, ES). Others: I 50, Adams Co, 9 Jan 
(AD); 1 48, Rend L, 20 Dec (TAM, DK); 1 25,  Champaign, 2 Feb 
(SB); 1 00, O'Fallon (St. Clair Co), 3 Jan (KM); 60, Sangchris L 
(Sangamon Co), 1 1  Jan (RJ); 60, M undelein (Lake Co), 7 Feb (SB, 
SDe); 40, Chain 0 Lakes SP (Lake Co), J6  Feb (SB). Considerably 
more abundant this w inter, especial ly in the north and central 
regions. 

[VARIED THRUSH 
ad. female, Sangamon Co, 29-30 Dec, 1 7  Jan.] See photograph. 

GRAY CATBIRD 
Mol ine  (Rock Island Co), 14 Dec (*TM, SF); Champaign Co, 20 

Dec (EC); J P, 22 Dec< (*PC); Vermi l ion Co, 27 Dec (*MJE); Union 
Co, 30 Dec (*KJM, S Di ); I roquois Co Conservation Area ( I roquois 
Co), l Feb (EW). 

Northern Mockingbird 
MC: 17, Massac Co, 3 1  Dec (KM, DK); 8, Pulaski Co, 28 Feb (KM, 
TAM). Others (north & central): 2, McDonough Co, 20 Dec (LLH); 
2, SRSF, 27 Dec (DM, KJM); Vermil ion Co, 17 Dec ( EC); Loud 
Thunder FP (Rock Island Co), 5 Jan (KJ M, CB); Johnson Sauk Trail 
SP (Henry Co), 2 1  Feb (EW). Occurred in rather typical abundance. 

Brown Thrasher 
MC: 5, Champaign Co, 20 Dec (EC, m.ob.);  4, Jackson Co, I Jan 
(VL, SJ, m.ob.); 2, A lexander Co, 29 Dec (SB, TH); 2, Rich land Co, 
20 Dec (LHn). Others: MdFrk Vmln, 1 4  Dec (SB); UCCA, 3 0  Dec 
(KJM, SDi); Massac Co, 3 1  Dec (KJM, CB); Carl.L, 19 Jan (DK); 
Beall Woods (Wabash Co), 29 Jan (BS). Fairly typical n umbers this 
winter. 

European Starling 
MC: 20,000, Carl.L, l Jan (DK); 1 5,000, Massac Co, 3 1  Dec (KM, 
DK); 6450, Rend L, 20 Dec (KM, CL); 5000, Kane Co, 20 Dec (ES); 
308 1 ,  La Salle Co, 2 8  Dec ( KW, J D, KJM); 1 578,  Champaign Co, 20 
Dec (EC, m .ob.); 592, Mercer Co, 19 Dec (KJM, m .ob.). Others: 
3000, Calhoun Co, 3 Jan (TAM, DK); 1 84 1 ,  QC, 14 Dec (L&CB, 
m.ob.); 1 247, Whiteside & Carroll Cos, 18 Dec (KJM, RS, m.ob.). 
Smaller numbers reported this winter across Il l inois. 

American Pipit 
MC: 127, Pulaski (Alexander Co), 29 Dec (SB, TH). Others: 5, 

Champaign Co, 20 Dec (EC, m.ob.); Fort Sheridan (Lake Co), 27 

Dec (*GW). See photo i n  Christmas B i rd Count article i n  this issue. 

Cedar Waxwing 
MC: 435, Kiehm Arboretum, Rockfd, 3 Jan (DW); 200, QC, 14  Dec 
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DK); 21, Champaign Co, 20 Dec (EC, 111 .ob.); 20, Massac Co, 3 1  

Dec (KM, DK); 20, Oakwd Btins, I Jan (VL, SJ, 111 .ob.). Others: 1 3 , 

UCCA, 30 Dec (KJ M, SDi) ;  1 1 ,  Richland Co, 20 Dec (LHn); 9, 
Vermilion Co, 1 7  Dec (SB, m.ob.); 5, Edwards Co, I Jan (BS).  
Considerably more common this winter. 

PINE WARBLER 
2 ,  CrabOr., 28 Feb (KM, TAM). 

PALM WARBLER 
Jackson Co, 1 Jan (TH); Mermet L, 2 & 23-24 Jan (FB, KM, CL). 

Cedar Waxwing. Morton Arboretum, DuPage County. 1 3  
February 2004. Photo by Eric Walters. 
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COMMON YELLOWTHROAT 
female, Mennel L, 3 1  Dec & 19 Jan (*KJM, CB, FB). 

Spotted Towhee 
Chi, 1 6  & 1 9  Dec (GW, MBC); ad. male, Winfield (Du Page Co), 20 

Dec, 1 7-24 Jan (TAM, RF, KF, KM, CL); Jersey Co, 14 Feb (CM, 
LHs). 

Eastern Towhee 
MC: 12, M dFrk Vmln, 1 4- 1 7  Dec (SB); 10, Massac Co, 3 1  Dec 
(KM, DK); 5, Rend L, 20 Dec (KM, CL). Others: 4, CrabOr., 6 Dec 
(FB, m.ob.); 2, Carl . L, 15 Dec (TAM, DK); La Salle Co, 2 8  Dec 
(KW, JD, KJM); Rock Island Co, 5 Jan (TM, WZ, m.ob.); male, 
Cook Co, 25 Jan (CAM). Good numbers. 

American Tree Sparrow 
MC: 809, QC, 1 4  Dec (L&CB, m.ob.); 665, Whiteside & Carroll 
Cos, 1 8  Dec (EA, OW, m.ob.); 500, Pecatonica Wetlands FP 
(Winnebago Co), 2 5  Jan (OW); 329, Vermilion Co, 1 7  Dec (EC, 
m .ob.); 300, HL, 1 5  Feb (FH); 1 75,  Mercer Co, I '!  Dec (KJM, 
m.ob.). Others: 495, Putnam Co, 1 7  Dec (DFS); 358, Nachusa, 20 
Dec (EW, J\E); 1 80, Kane Co, I Feb (ES); 1 60, LCal, 20 Dec (WM); 
1 1 0, Clin . L, 14 Dec (RJ); 1 02,  Mason Co, 2 7  Dec (AM, OM, KJM); 
1 00, Hebron (McHenry Co), 1 6  Feb (SB); 96, Sangamon Co, 8 Feb 
(RJ); 36, Massac Co, 3 1  Dec (KJM, CB). Occurred in greater 
abundance, particularly in the north and central regions. 

Field Sparrow 
MC: 52,  Massac Co,  3 1  Dec (KM, DK);  1 8, Alexander Co,  29 Dec 
(KJM, CB). Others: 1 7, Union Co, 3 0  Dec (KJM, SDi); Rockfd, 20 
Dec (DW); Champaign Co, 2 0  Dec (EC); IBSP, 1 Jan (GW); Flat 
Rock (Crawford Co), 14 Feb (EW). Slightly less common this winter. 

Vesper Sparrow 
Massac Co, J.l1!IT (*KJM). 

Savannah Sparrow 
MC: 1 5, Alexander Co, 29 Dec (SB, TH); 14, Monroe Co, 23 Feb 
(JZ); 10, Massac Co, 3 1  Dec (KM, DK); 10, H L, 1 1  Feb (KM). 
Others: 7, Johnson Co, 2 8  Feb (KM, TAM); 3, Union Co, 3 0  Dec 
(SB, TH); 3, Champaign Co, 2 0  Dec (EC, m.ob.); 3, Rend L, 20 Dec 
(TAM, DK); 2, Carl.L, 1 3  Dec (DK). Good numbers. 

GRASSHOPPER SPARROW 
Palos FP (Cook Co), 22 Dec (*GW). 

Le Conte's Sparrow 
M.C.: 3 ,  HLCA, 29 Dec (SB, TH). Others: HL, 7 Dec< (FH); 
Putnam Co, 1 7  Dec (DFS). 

Fox Sparrow 
MC: 1 0, Alexander Co, 29 Dec (KJM, CB); 7, Union Co, 30 Dec 
(SB, TH); 6, Kiehm Arboretum, Rockfd, 27 Dec (DW); 5, Rend L, 
20 Dec (KM, CL); 4, Champaign Co, 20 Dec (EC. m.ob.); 4, La 
Salle Co, 2 8  Dec (KW, J D, KJM); 4, Massac Co, 3 1  Dec (KM, DK). 
Species seemed to be s lightly less common. 

Song Sparrow 
MC: 1 1 8, QC, 1 4  Dec (TM, SF, m.ob.); 1 06, Alexander Co, 29 Dec 
(!<JM, CB); 87, Massac Co, 3 1  Dec (KJM, CB); 73, Whiteside & 
Carroll Cos, 1 8  Dec (EA, OW, m.ob.); 65, Champaign Co, 20 Dec 
(EC, m.ob.). Others: 77, Union Co, 30 Dec (KJM, SDi); 59, Putnam 
Co, 1 7  Dec (DFS); 3 8, Rend L, 20 Dec (KM, CL); 36, Carl.L, 1 5  
Dec (KM, CL); 32, N achusa, 20 Dec (EW, J IE).  This species 
occurred in somewhat greater numbers. 

Lincoln's Sparrow 
Cook Co, 9 Dec (MBC); La Salle Co, 28 Dec (*KJM , KW, JD); 
Massac Co, 31 Dec (KM, DK). 

Swamp Sparrow 
MC: 73, Putnam Co, 1 7  Dec (DFS); 48, Alexander Co, 29 Dec 
(KJM, CB); 3 8 ,  Massac Co, 3 1  Dec (KM , DK); 28, Whiteside & 
Carroll Cos, 1 8  Dec (EA, OW, m .ob.) ;  27, Verm il ion Co, 1 7  Dec 
(SB); 22, Chau, 6 Dec (LLH). Rather typical numbers this winter. 
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A female Spotted Towhee spent part of early winter in 
a small hedegrow adjacent to a busy parking lot and 
Chicago street in Cook County. This photo was taken 
1 7  December 2003 by Eric Walters. 

White-throated Sparrow 
MC: 303, Massac Co, 3 1  Dec (KJ M ,  CB); 231, Champaign Co, 20 
Dec (EC, m.ob.); 1 98, Alexander Co, 2 9  Dec (KJM, CB); 173, 
Vermi lion Co, 1 7  Dec (EC, m.ob.); ill, Union Co, 3 0  Dec (KJM, 
SDi); 1 05, Rend L, 20 Dec (TAM, DK); 57, QC, 14 Dec (L&CB, 
m.ob.); 25, La Salle Co, 28 Dec (KW, J D, KJM). This species 
remained relatively abundant and widespread throughout I l l inois. 

HARRIS'S SPARROW 
J,, HL, 1 5  Feb (FH). 

White-crowned Sparrow 
MC: 94, Putnam Co, 1 7  Dec (DFS); 67, Massac Co, 3 1  Dec (KJM, 
CB); 60, Union Co, 3 0  Dec (KJ M, SDi); 20, Tolono (Champaign 
Co), 1 5  Jan (RJ). Others: 25, Calhoun Co, 3 Jan (TAM, DK); 2 1 ,  
Carl.L, 1 5  Dec (KM, CL); 1 4, Hebron (McHenry Co), 1 6  Feb (SB). 
Numbers similar to last year. 

Dark-eyed Junco 
MC: 773, QC, 1 4  Dec (JDS, KR, m.ob.); 555,  Vermilion Co, 1 7  Dec 
(EC, m.ob.); 303, Mercer Co, 1 9  Dec (TM, m.ob.); 24 1 ,  Whiteside 
& Lee Cos, 24 Dec (KJM, m .ob.); l 28, Rend L, 20 Dec (TAM, DK); 
1 25 ,  M assac Co, 3 1  Dec (KM, DK). Others: 244, Mason Co, 27 Dec 
(AM, OM, KJM); 1 7 1 ,  Whiteside & Carrol l  Cos, 1 8  Dec (KJM, RS, 
m.ob.); 1 2 1 ,  Grundy Co, 26 Dec (DFS); 1 1 7, La Salle Co, 28 Dec 
(KW, JD, KJM); 86, LCal, 27 Dec (WM). Abundance was fairly sim­
i lar to last winter. 
Lapland Longspur 
MC: 2000, Carl.L, 7 Feb (DK); 278, De Kalb Co, 1 Feb (JC); 1 75,  
Winnebago Co, 7 Jan (OW); 1 00, Thomasboro, (Champaign Co), 1 2  
Feb (SB, EC); 90, Beavervi l le  ( I roquois Co), 1 Feb (EW). Others: 
62, Whiteside & Carroll Cos, 18 Dec (EA, DW, m.ob.); 62, Ogle Co, 
20 Jan (JC); 34, Pulaski (Alexander Co), 29 Dec (SB, TH); 32, Rock 
Island Co, 5 Jan (JDS, 111.ob.). Th is species was found in lower num­
bers. 

Snow Bunting 
MC: 90, Carroll Co, 1 8  Feb (JC); 78, Fort Sheridan (Lake Co), 27 
Dec (GW); 65, St. Anne (Kankakee Co), 1 Feb (EW); 40, Putnam 
Co, 3 Dec (DFS); 40, LCal, 27 Dec (WM , JA); 30, Monticel lo (Piatt 
Co), 30 Jan (RJ). Others (central/soulh) :  7, Macon Co, 7 Feb 
(TAM); 5, Thomasboro (Champaign Co), 1 0  Feb (SB, m.ob.); 5, 
McLean Co, 7 Feb (MR, HT); 5, Henderson Co, 8 Feb (PR); 3, 
Sangamon Co, 8 Feb (RJ); 2, Carl .  L, 7 Feb (DK); 2, Jasper Co, 8 Feb 
(LI-Jn); Edwards Co, I Feb (BS). Overal l  more abundant and wide­
spread. 
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N orthern Cardinal  
MC: 447, Q C ,  1 4  Dec ( L&Cl3 ,  Ill .Ob.) ;  426, 
Wi n nebago Co, 20 Dec ( lJW); 4 1 3 , Champaign 
Co, 20 Dec (EC, m.ob. ) ;  1 3 6, Mercer Co, l '1 
Dec (KJM,  111 .ob.) ;  5'!, Rend L, 20 Dec (TAM , 
D K); 57, M assac Co, 3 1  Dec ( K M ,  DK) .  Th is  
spec ies appea red to  be more abundan l i n  the 
north ;ind ccnlral sections. �llld less n umerous i n  
L he  south. 

INDIGO B U NTI N G  
5 (3 male, 2 lema le). Menne! L ,  3 1  Dec ( "'KJM,  
CB); 4, UCCI\, 30 Dec (VK,  el.al ) ;  2, Mermel 
L, 20 Jan (rl3). 
DTCKCISSEL 

Purple Finch 
MC:  32,  SR Sr,  2 7  Dec (DM, K.I M) ;  27,  Homer 
L (Champaign Co), 20 Dec (SB,  JOS); 2 1 ,  
Verm i l ion Co, 1 7  Dec ( S R); 20, Wh ite P i nes S i' 
(Ogle Co), 28 f'eh ( D W); 1 'J, Whileside & 
Carrol l Cos, 1 8  Dec (KJ M , RS,  111 .ob.) ;  1 5 , 
Carl . L, 1 5  Dec (TA M ,  DK) . Others :  23 ,  
Schuyler Co, 2 1  J a n  ( L Ll- 1);  l <i, Putnam Co, 1 7  
Dec (Df'S);  1 4, Table Grove (Fu l ton Cu), 23 
Feb ( K M ); 1 2, Sam Parr WA (Jasper Co), 1 9  
Dec (SB) ;  1 2, Rockfd, 1 8  Jan (DW);  I l l . M erce r 
Co, 1 9  Dec (KJM,  SH,  BC); 4, Rend L, 27 Feb 
( EW); 3, Grant Woods f' P  (Lake Co), 6 Dec 
(SB ,  SDe); 2, Massac Co, 3 1  Dec (KJM,  CB) .  
This species was  considerably more abundant. 

O'Fal lon (St. C la i r  Co), 26 Dec ( *KM) .  

Red-winged Blackbird 
Common Redpoll, East A lton, 
Madison County. 10 Janumy 2004. 

MC: 300.000, Rend L, 6 Dec (FB, 111 .ob.); Photo by Travis A. Mahan. 

House Finch 
M C :  720, Winnebago Co, 20 Dec ( DW); 1 89, 
W h iteside & Lee Cos, 24 Dec (KJM, 111 .ob.); 
1 88, Vermil ion Co, 1 7  Dec ( EC, 111 .ob.); 120, 26,682, Oakwd Bt111s, 1 Jan (VL, SJ, 111 .ob.); 

1 1.950, M assac Co, 3 1  Dec ( KJM,  C B);  300 1 ,  
Barstow Marsh ( Rock Island Co), 1 4 Dec (KJM, 111.ob.) ;  524, IBSP, 
1 Jan (GW);  1 78, Panther Creek WA (Cass Co), 29 Feb (RJ ) ;  I 50, 
MTwain, 19 Dec ( KJM) .  Most southern conccntralions were smal ler 
than last year. 

Eastern Meadowlark 
MC: 89, Jasper, C lay & Wayne Cos, 29 Dec (DrS) ;  82, Alexander 
Co, 29 Dec (SB, TH); .!!..!_, Massac Co, 3 1  Dec (KJM , CB); 30, 
Carl.L, I 5 Dec (KM, CL) ;  8,  Panther Creek WA (Cass Co), 29 Feb 
(RJ) ;  5,  New Boston (Mercer Co), 7 Feb ( EW). Somewhat less abun­
dant; restricted to the central and southern regions. 

Western Meadowlark 
New Boston (Mercer Co), 7 Feb ( EW); H L, 22 Feb> ( F H ) ;  Carl .L , 
28 Feb (KM,  TAM) ;  Jasper Co, 29 Feb (ES). 

Rusty Blackbird 
MC: 260, Mennet L, 3 1  Dec (KJM, CB); I 50 , Carl . L, I 0 Jan ( DK);  
1 00, Oakwd l3tms. I Jan ( VL, SJ, m.ob.); 30, Panther Creek WA 
(Cass Co), 29 Feb (RJ) ;  1 5, Green R WA ( Lee Co), 24 Dec (KJM, 
SH); I 0, SRSf, 27  Dec (DM, KJM) ;  9, Barstow Marsh (Rock lsland 
Co), 1 4  Dec ( KJM) ;  9, H ebron 
(McHenry Co), 16 Feb (SB). Numbers 
were s l ightly h igher. 

Brewer's Blackbird 
MC: 30, Carl . L, 22 Feb> (KM) ;  7-9, 
Massac Co, 1 9  & 24 Jan (rl3) .  

Common Grackle 
MC: 39.000, Rend L, 20 Dec (KM,  
CL); 20,000, Carl . L, 24 Jan (TAM, 
DK) ;  19.257, Oakwd Btms, 1 Jan (VL, 
SJ,  111 .ob.); 11.600, Massac Co, 3 1  Dec 
(KJM, CB); 75, M i lan Boltoms (Rock 
Island Co), 28 Feb (KJM, A F); 46, La 
Sa l le Co, 28 Dec ( KW, JD, KJM). The 
number reported was s ubstan tially 
lower, especial ly al southern concentra­
tion s i tes. 

Brown-headed Cowbird 

QC, 1 4  Dec (TM, SF, KJ M) ;  54, Keithsburg ( Mercer Co), 7 Feb 
(EW); 20, Jackson Co, 1 Jan (VL, SJ, 111 .ob.); 1 7 , M assac Co, 3 1  Dec 
(KJM, CB) .  Others: 60, M.Arb., 1 4  Dec ( ES); 45, La Sal le  Co, 28 
Dec (KW, JD, KJM ); 36, Ada ms Co, 4 Feb (AD); 35, Fishhook WA 
(Moultrie Co), 1 5  Feb (TAM); 1 5 , O ' Fal lon (St. Cla ir  Co), 7 Dec 
(KM). Considerab ly greater numbers rcporled. 

Red Crossbill 
2,  Fabyan FP  (Kane Co), I 0 Jan ( ES) . 

Wh ite-wi nged C rossbill 
2 ,  Verm i l ion Co, 27 Dec (MJ I:::) .  

Common Redpoll 
MC: 50, Klclllll A rboretum, Rockfd,  8-29 Feb (DW); 25, CBG, 6 
Feb (DJ). Others: 4, Evanston (Cook Co), 27 Dec (LHl) ;  4, East 
A lton (Madison Co), 2 & 7-8 Jan (*Fl-I, KM, CL, JF, TF); 4, 
H ennepi n Cana l  Parkway SP (Bureau Co), 7 feb ( EW) ;  3 ,  East 
Mol ine ( Rock Island Co), 14 Dec ( * KJ M ,  111 .ob.) ;  3 ,  Loud Thunder 
FP ( Rock Island Co), 5 Jan ( * K.I M ,  C B); S RSF, 27 Dec (OM, KJ M);  
Wheaton (Du Page Co), 3 Feb (ES); fema le, Fishhook WA (Moultr ie 
Co), 1 5  Feb (TA M ). A modest invasion.  

MC: I 000, Oakwd Btms, l Jan (VL, 
SJ, 111 .ob.); 609, La Sa l le Co, 28 Dec 
(KW, JD, KJ M ) ; 500, UCCA, 6 Dec 
(FB, 111 .ob.); 426, Kankakee ( Kankakee 
Co), 3 Jan (GW);  35 I ,  M assac Co, 3 1  
Dec (KJM, CB);  200, Champai gn Co, 
20 Dec (EC, 111 .ob.); 1 60, K ingdom 
( Lee Co), 20 Dec (EW); 1 4 1 ,  Mazon 
(Grundy Co), I Feb ( EW). This species 
occurred in sma l ler numbers. 

This Western Meadowlark was found near New Boston, Mercer County 7 Feb­
ruwy 2004. This paler meadowlark was present within a flock of Easterns. 
Note the middle o( its back .feathers are not all dark, as would he e>.pected 
on an Eastern. Also, in the color photo the yellow started to spill into the 
sub-moustachial region, another Western feature. Photo by Eric Walters. 
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Pine Siskin 
MC: 120, Rockfd, 28  Dec (OW); !n_, M .Arb . ,  13 Dec (EW); 45, 
Mundele in (Lake Co), 7 Feb (SB, SDe); 1 6, Decatur (Macon Co), I 0 
Jan (TAM); 8, S RSF, 30 Dec (TAM) .  Others: 20, LaFayette (Stark 
Co), 1 l Jan ( JW, RW) ;  1 7, River Forest (Cook Co), 1 4  Dec (JA); 1 6, 
Ogle Co, 20 Dec (JIE, EW); 1 0, Boone Co, 7 Dec (AB); 3, Verm i l ion 
Co, 1 7  Dec (EC, 111 .ob.); 2, Bushnel l  (McDonough Co), 20 Dec 
(LLH); CrabOr., 6 Dec (KM, DK, FB);  Carl. L, 7 Dec (TAM,  DK). 
Invasion largely restricted to the north. 

American Goldfinch 
MC: ill, Winnebago Co, 20 Dec (DW); 368, Vermilion Co, 17 Dec 
(EC, m.ob.); 300, Fishhook WA (Moul trie Co), 1 5  Feb (TAM);  ill, 
QC, 1 4  Dec (TM, S F, 111.ob.); 1 02, Mercer Co, 1 9  Dec (TM, 111.ob.); 
46, Rend L, 20 Dec (TAM, DK); 40, Merrnct L, 28 Feb (KM , TAM) ;  
32 ,  Alexander Co, 29 Dec  (KJM, CB). Considerably more abundant 
throughout I l l ino is  this winter. 

H o u se Sparrow 
M C :  I 30 1 ,  QC, 14 Dec (L&CB, 111 .ob.) ;  1 265, Vermi l ion Co, 1 7  Dec 
(EC, 111 .ob.); 94 1 ,  Wh iteside & Carrol l  Cos, 1 8  Dec ( KJM, RS, 
111 .ob.); 642, La Sal le Co, 28  Dec (KW, JD, KJ M);  278, Mercer Co, 
1 9  Dec (KJM,  111 .ob.); 223, Rend L, 20 Dec (KM, CL); 200, Cm-1 . L, 
1 5  Dec (TAM,  DK). Reported in greater numbers. 

Eurasian Tree Sparrow 
MC: 1 74, Mercer Co, 1 9  Dec ( KJM, 111 .ob.); 1 69, McDonough & 
Fulton Cos, 20 Dec (LLH, m.ob.); 27, Toulon (Stark Co), 1 3  Feb 
( JW, RW); 25, Calhoun Co, 3 Jan (TAM, DK); 6, H L, 7 Feb (KM). 
Others: 85, M organ Co, 1 1  Jan ( EW); 37, Mason Co, 27 Dec (AM , 
OM,  KJM); 32, Nauvoo ( Hancock Co), 27 Dec (AD); 1 0, B ig  R 
State Forest (Henderson Co), 7 Feb (EW); 5, Stump L (Jersey Co), 
1 1  Jan (EW); 2, Cordova ( Rock I sland Co), 23 Dec (*KJM); Rock 
Is land Co, 5 Jan (KJM,  CB). This species seems to be increasing and 
expanding northward, especia l ly along the M i ss issippi and I l l inois 
Rivers. 

EXOTIC I RELEASED SPECIES 

Trumpeter Swan 
MC:  9 (8 au., I i m m . ) , New Col u mbia (Massac Co), 20 Dec (*FB); 
5, Jasper Co, 4 Feb (LHn); 5 (2 ad. ,  3 imm.), Chau, 27 Feb (R&SBj); 
4, Cordova (Rock Island Co), 23 De..: (*K.IM) .  Others: 4, UCCA, 30  
Dec (SB, TH, 111.ob.), from i n troduced Iowa population; 2, 1-1 L ,  9 reb 
(FH). 

Ringed Turtle-Dove 
6, Verona (Grundy Co), I Feb (EW)-thc on ly r�porl. 
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Photo taken by Jerry Kume1y in his Brookfield (Cook County) 

backyard. Carolina Wrens visited his feeders throughout 
the 200312004 winter season. 


